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Dear Reader,

When you will bring the November 
issue of T3FS you will find a lot to know 
about India. India-the vast glorious land, 
being blessed with diverse culture and 
intensely beautiful landscapes will take 
you to the path of discovering something 
new and have memorable experiences. 

Every region of India has something 
unique identity to offer. Every region 
leaves an unforgettable impact on the 
minds of travellers. Starting from the 
valleys of Kashmir to the tri-colored sea 
of Kanyakumari, one may experience 
the great number of tourist attractions, 
which would suit your taste.

 It is a country with many natural 
wonders and magical places. India has a 
chunk for every kind of a traveller from 
its lush valleys, snow peaks, mountains, 
lakes, green meadows, plateaus, large 
deserts, beautiful beaches, backwaters, 
pilgrimage sites and colourful fairs 
capture the heart of every tourist. It has 
a diverse history, culture and tradition 
which is reflected in its art, music and 
dance.

To move further, you will get to 
know about the world’s most famous 
festivals which must experience once 
in a lifetime. Festivals are a great way 
to explore new places and immerse 

yourself in a culture which is not 
necessarily close to your own.  

Wherever you go around the world 
everybody loves to celebrate. And when 
it comes to celebration, festivals offer 
something for everyone.

Festivals are a way people can 
express and celebrate traditions 
from all around the world and from 
different cultures. Whether they’re for 
entertainment purposes, or to honor 
beliefs and traditions, festivals bring 
people from all around the world to 
celebrate together.

Not only this T3FS cover the classical 
dance of India. Dance in India has a 
rich and vital tradition dating back to 
ancient times. Excavations, inscriptions, 
chronicles, genealogies of kings and 
artists, literary sources, sculpture and 
painting of different periods provide 
extensive evidence on dance. 

Myths and legends also support the 
view that dance had a significant place 
in the religious and social life of the 
Indian people. However, it is not easy to 
trace the precise history and evolution of 
the various dances known as the 'art' or 
'classical' forms popular today.
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PURE LUXURY
Experience the colorful Rajasthan and the duets of nature in harmony with a peaceful mind and 

refreshed soul!

Royal Quest developed The Vijayran Palace with a unique concept of providing an experience 
laden with luxuries, world class services and an atmosphere of solitude. The Palace is a 

juncture of old world vibes and glorious past meeting the new age world: an amalgamation 
of culture, tradition and contemporary feel. The tranquility Vijayran offers is an experience 

unexplainable. Away from the worldly chaos, get lost in a fortress of solitude and magnificence 
with The Vijayran Palace. We await all our guests with open arms and excellent hospitality…

because you deserve it

Enjoy the thrilling horse ride experience. We make 
sure to create a fun & safe experience for everyone 

- young and old. Our friendly and well-trained 
horses will double your joy! From pony rides for 

kids to exciting carriage rides for couples, it is sure 
to be an ultimate experience that you'll remember 

for many years to come.

Discover the richness of The Vijayran Palace 
by Royal Quest Resorts by experiencing 
an exciting camel ride. Experience the 

authenticity of Rajasthan with this camel ride 
in the Aravali hills. Complete your trip in the 

most Adventurous manner.

now the rich culture and traditions of Rajasthan. 
The Vijayran Palace by Royal Quest Resorts 

is located near the heritage structure of Amber 
Fort, Nahargarh palace and more to make your 
vacations filled with adventure and excitement.

Thrilling Horse Ride

Camel Ride
Heritage / Village Walk to Nature / Tracking

The Vijayran 
Palace by 

Royal Quest 
Resorts

https://www.instagram.com/royalquestresorts/https://www.facebook.com/ royalquestresorts/

The Vijayran Palace By Royal Quest Resorts
NH-8, Kukas, Kacherwala, Jaipur, 302028, Rajasthan

Cell :- +91 9999822609, 9999766809  Ph : +91 9999625509
Email:- resv@royalquestresorts.com , Website:- www.royalquestresorts.com
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Snippets

Jumeirah Hotels and Resorts this past 
week conducted a three city road show 
in Bangalore, Mumbai and Delhi, to 

strengthen the brand’s ties with the Indian 
travel-trade fraternity. The roadshow was held 
to further strengthen their relations with the 
trade and also to introduce the newly opened 
properties by the brand - Zabeel House by 
Jumeirah. 

Around 18 Jumeirah properties participated 
in the road show which was attended by over 
140 agents in each city. The event was a huge 
success as the guests were entertained with 
an hour of some stand-up comedy by the very 
popular comedian Mr. Atul Khatri. 

The India market has witnessed a considerable 
rise in outbound luxury travel in recent 

years. The group is focusing on expanding and 
consolidating their ties with the luxury travel 
segment to reach out to a larger audience and gain 
a higher market share. The road show serves as 
a platform to increase brand awareness and gain 
new consumers.

Jumeirah Group has 12 hotels in the UAE and a 
presence across Europe, Middle East and Asia. 
While the Burj Al Arab Jumeirah is synonymous 
with the brand in Dubai, Madinat Jumeirah and 
Jumeirah Emirates Towers have also proved 
particularly attractive to the Indian market. 
Jumeirah’s most popular hotels outside of Dubai 
for Indian travellers include Grosvenor House 
Suites by Jumeirah Living in London, Jumeirah 
Frankfurt and Jumeirah Vittaveli in the Maldives. 

Making it easier for High Networth 
Individuals (HNIs) to immigrate to the 
United States of America, Lucknow-

based Hoboken Pvt Ltd has partnered with US 
based National Realty Investment Advisors 
(NRIA) to launch EB5 immigration process 
services to Indians. EB 5 Immigrant Investor Visa 
Program is one of five employment-based (EB) 
preference programs in the United States, with 
the aim of encouraging foreign investment and 
economic growth in rural areas or areas of high 
unemployment in the US. 

As part of the partnership, Indians looking 

at immigrating can get a green card through 
investment of $500,000. While the process can 
take around 5 years, people opting for it can 
get a 3% annual return for time the investment 
stays with NRIA EB5. After the investor has 
received the unconditional green card the money, 
is returned with 2% annual return. The whole 
process comes with a processing fee of $50,000. 

“NRIA is a vertically integrated investment 
management firm with a proven track record, 
extensive experience and a history of exceptional 
performance. With this partnership, we are 
happy to help in opening the doors to the land 

of opportunity for Indians looking at building 
something while getting the returns they deserve,” 
Glenn La Mattina, Senior Vice President, NRIA 
EB5. “The number of Indians migrating to the US 
every year is increasing and this way we are able 
to ensure that while they go through the various 
processes, they are able to invest fruitfully and 
ensure that all the effort is not in vain. We have 
been doing this for a long time now and we look 
forward to a long and prosperous relationship with 
Hoboken and India,” Mattina added. 

ASEAN Ladies Circle (ALC) at the High Commission of Malaysia organized 
a one-day work shop to showcase the art of Malaysian Batik painting. This 
is part of ALC member annual program to promote the irarts and culture 

amongst member countries.

 Apart from being shown the technic and style of Malaysian batik painting 
by their counterpart from the Malaysia, guests attending the event were also given 
the opportunity to experience the technic themselves. Materials for the Batik 
painting demonstration were specially flown in from Malaysia courtesy of Malaysian 
Handicraft Development Corporation.  The event is also supported by the Ministry of 
Tourism, Arts and Culture Malaysia.

Towards the end of the event, Malaysian cuisines specially prepared by the 
Malaysian ALC members were served to the guests.

Hoboken to start eB5 migration process in 
India

Jumeirah 3 cities road show in India 

Malaysia Batik Painting 
Workshop
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Snippets

Due to the state elections during 29 
November to 7 December 2018 Adventure 
& Travel Show India shifted the date of 

proposed event to 5-6 January 2019 at Jawaharlal 
Nehru Stadium, New Delhi, India.

Adventure & Travel Show India (ATSI) is India’s 
Biggest International Adventure and Travel 
Exhibition that is dedicated to deliver a live sales 
and marketing platform for the adventure and 
travel industry. Adventure & Travel Show India 
will serve an influential platform for companies, 
professionals and industry experts to come 
together, share information and build long-lasting 
relationship. In established economics, exhibitions 
are a vital part of the product marketing along 

with direct selling, advertising, 
direct mail and the internet. In new 
emerging markets they serve as a major 
stimulus for industry and commercial 
development  

Adventure & Travel show India comes 
to you with exciting new features. A 
packed schedule of practical advice, 
inspirational talks and presentations 
from Adventure and Travel experts 
will make “Adventure and Travel 
Show India” must attend event for 
everyone with a passion for the world of 
adventure and travel. 

The Department of Tourism, 
Government of Rajasthan, Ministry 
of Tourism, Government of India 

and Federation of Indian Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry (FICCI), will 
co-organizing the 11th Great Indian Travel 
Bazaar (GITB), April 28-30, 2019, Jaipur, 
Rajasthan.

The Great Indian Travel Bazaar (GITB) 
is India’s leading business networking 

platform for Inbound Tourism . GITB 
receives participation of more than 280 
foreign tour operators from all over 
the world and 270 Indian Exhibitors to 
showcase their products. Over the period of 
two days more than 11,000 pre scheduled 
structured face to face business meetings 
takes place between foreign buyers and 
Indian Sellers. 

On Thursday 11th October 
2018 TAFI held its AGM at 
The Grand Hotel New Delhi.  

This being Election year for TAFI, 
nine Nominations were received 
for the nine positions (four Office 
Bearers and five Managing Committee 
Members). As it was uncontested the 
Returning Officer Mr. Ashish Gupta – 
Founder Strategy Pluto & Consulting 
CEO FAITH announced the new 

Managing Committee for 2018-
2020 Mr. Praveen Chugh, President; 
Mr. Pradip Lulla, Vice President; 
Ms. Aditi Bhende, National General 
Secretary and Mr. Jayesh Tharani, 
Treasurer.

Committee Members -  Mr. 
A.Basheer Ahmed, Mr. Rajat 
Bagaria, Ms. Urvashi.D Mohan, 
Mr. Bharat Shah and Mr. Teddy.M 
Thomas.

The World Tourism Organization and 
Basque Culinary Center (BCC), have 
launched a pioneering initiative for the 

gastronomic tourism sector, with a global call 
for startups or companies, mature or emerging, 
technological and non-technological, with 
innovative ideas capable of revolutionizing and 
integrating gastronomy in tourism and inspiring 
tourists with new ways and reasons to travel.

The gastronomic tourism sector is moving towards 
innovation and the diversification of its offerings. 
UNWTO, in collaboration with its Affiliated 
Member, Basque Culinary Center (BCC), has 
launched the 1st UNWTO Gastronomy Tourism 

Startup Competition, the first and largest initiative 
in the world dedicated to identifying new 
companies that will lead the transformation of the 
gastronomic tourism sector.

Intangible cultural heritage has become the 
decisive factor that attracts and captivates tourists. 
Gastronomy tourism, as a component and vehicle 
of culture and tradition, is an indispensable 
resource that adds value and provides solutions for 
destinations that seek to stand out through unique 
product offerings.

The Competition will make it possible to identify 
the best solutions and projects that contribute the 

most to the sector through pioneering proposals 
in the implementation of emerging and disruptive 
technologies, as well as emerging companies 
or startups. It aims to identify challenges and 
projects, and to catalyse innovations that can 
transform the Gastronomy Tourism sector in the 
near future.

UNWTO and Basque Culinary Center have 
entrusted the process of finding startups to 
BCC Innovation through its Culinary Action! 
programme, which has accelerated nearly 50 
startups by providing innovative, sustainable and 
high added value solutions to the gastronomy 
value chain.

Adventure & travel show India

Great India travel Bazaar

tAFI new elected team 
2018-2020

Gastronomy tourism 
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Cover Story

Incredible !ndia
India is a perfect blend of its culture and modern thinking. It’s the country where its 
beauty can steal anyone’s  heart, where it’s on number one rank in many of the fields 
to name a few like the largest pilgrim gathering in the world during Kumbh, the largest 
postal system, largest democracies and one of the seven wonders. 

Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister, India
India is blessed with so much potential and this can draw the world to 
India. India's jump of 12 places to the 40th rank in the global travel 
and tourism competitiveness list by WEF reflects the importance the 

government gives to the sector. 
 

Travel has become a booming industry in the recent past. With the old 
and young equally wanting to explore the world, travel, and tourism 
is receiving a lot of attention internationally. The country’s tourism 
campaigns also promote its glory and bounty. Rajasthan, Kerala, 
Madhya Pradesh, North East, Punjab, Gujarat all have tourism 

campaigns that allure travelers and tourists. With Indians believing in 
the age-old adage ‘Atithi Devo Bhava’ (meaning guests are like gods) 

tourists are welcomed with open hands.

• India is the world's seventh largest nation by area and the second largest in terms of population.
• India is the world’s oldest, largest and continuous civilization.
• Taj Mahal is a world famous heritage sites located in Agra, Uttar Pradesh, India. It tops the list of 7 wonders.
• The 2011 Kumbh Mela was the largest gathering of people with over 75 million pilgrims. The gathering was so huge that 

the crowd was visible from space.
• Mawsynram, a village on the Khasi Hills, Meghalaya, receives the highest recorded average rainfall in the world. 
• At an altitude of 2,444 meters, the Chail Cricket Ground in Chail, Himachal Pradesh, is the highest in the world.
• India has more than 300,000 active mosques. This outnumbers any other country in the world, even the Muslim countries.
• The second largest pool of engineers and scientists is from India.
• The City Montessori School, in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh is the world’s largest school.
• The largest wholesale spice market of Asia is in India.
• India has the world’s largest Hindu population.
• Bollywood is the largest movie industry in terms of output
• India’s road network is the world’s second largest.
• Yoga originated from India and is still in existence for over 5000 years.
• Benaras, now known as Varanasi is the oldest continuously inhabited city in the world. Buddha had also visited it.
• White tigers are only found among Indian tigers.
• India is the world's second-largest English speaking country.
• India has the largest postal network in the world. Among this one is the floating post office in Dal Lake, Srinagar, Jammu 

& Kashmir.
• After United States & China, India has the third largest active army.
• Water on moon dicover by India.
• India is the world largest producer of milk.
• Diamonds were first mined in India.

India a proud Nation

• Vedka Sharma
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Cover Story

 Shri K.J. Alphons, Union Minister for Tourism, 
Government of India

India has taken great strides forward in the field of tourism during the 
last four years of the government.  Tourism, today, is the cornerstone 

of the Indian economy, as it is a major source of employment and 
foreign exchange, and in order to tap the full potential of this sector, 

industry has to join hands. 
We are proud to share India will be the host country for official World 
Tourism Day celebrations for the UNWTO, in 2019. The theme for the 
World Tourism Day 2018 being “Tourism & Digital Transformation”, 

The industry that the flood-stricken Kerala is now ready to receive 
tourists since the hotels and tourist sites are now operational. 

 Rashmi Verma, Secretary Tourism, Government of India

In the last four years, India has aggressively implemented its 
promotion strategies in branding, advertising, and selling of its 

tourism potentials. The ministry in tune with the changing times, has 
brought in new initiatives like the Adopt a Heritage scheme wherein 
collaboration with corporate, schools and other stakeholders was 
initiated to improve facilities at monuments, initiation of 12 iconic 
sites, MoUs for bilateral tourism with countries,  first-ever India 

Tourism Mart and the International Buddhist Conclave 2018. 

India-the vast glorious land, being blessed with diverse culture and 
intensely beautiful landscapes will take you to the path of discovering 
something new and have memorable experiences. 

Every region of India has something unique identity to offer. Every 
region leaves an unforgettable impact on the minds of travellers. Starting 
from the valleys of Kashmir to the tri-colored sea of Kanyakumari, one 
may experience the great number of tourist attractions, which would suit 
your taste.

 It is a country with many natural wonders and magical places. India 
has a chunk for every kind of a traveller from its lush valleys, snow 

peaks, mountains, lakes, green meadows, plateaus, large deserts, beautiful 
beaches, backwaters, pilgrimage sites and colourful fairs capture the heart 
of every tourist. It has a diverse history, culture and tradition which is 
reflected in its art, music and dance.

In addition, a variety of festivals, lively markets, vibrant lifestyle, and 
traditional Indian hospitality, will make your experience as tourist truly 
unforgettable and fantastic. Travel through the lovely Indian states and 
discover closely the resplendent colors and rich cultural locales of this 
incredible land.

Capital                                       Delhi
Currency                                    Indian Rupees
Visa                                            E-visa facility (indianvisaonline.gov.in)
Weather                                      It varies from state to state
Language Spoken                      Hindi, English (other regional lnguages also)
Time Zone                                 UTC+05:30 (IST)
Calling Code                             +91
Helpline Toll-Free no                1800111363 (24×7 toll-free, 12 international languages
                                                   for tourists in India)       

Traveller Guide
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Nestled in the lap of the Himalayas, Uttarakhand is one of the most beautiful northern states of India that 
enthralls everyone with its spectacularly scenic landscapes. Charming hill stations juxtaposed against 
snow-capped peaks, quaint villages along winding mountain roads, serpentine rivers carving their way 

through hills, world-renowned conservation parks like ‘Jim Corbett Tiger National Park’ and ‘Asan Wetland 
Conservation Reserve’, world heritage sites like ‘Valley of Flowers’ and ‘Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve’, 
waterfalls hurtling down slopes and serene lakes shimmering amidst beautiful towns.

Numerous sprawling parks speak of Uttarakhand's continuous efforts to conserve its natural ecosystem; its rich 
culture and religious heritage ensure that it remains on top of everyone's travel plan. It has been a favored choice 
for travelers from around the world, who visit this mighty land every year to attain salvation for a life-transforming 
experience. Here you can easily satiate all your adventurous desires; be it flying like a bird, cruising through the 
strenuous rapids of the Ganges, trekking to some of the fascinating peaks, skiing through some of the picturesque 
slopes and enchanting destinations, enjoy the longest cable-car ride in India and much more. In short, Uttarakhand 
is a dream destination for all!

Uttarakhand 
                              Simply Heaven

North
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Bihar an eastern Indian state is one of the oldest inhabited places in the world and known for rich culture and heritage monuments. It is the place 
that gave birth to Buddhism and Jainism and helped in the growth of Sikhism and Hinduism, has a past that is unmatched anywhere in the world. 
It was the center of the first republic in the world at Vaishali and the city of Patliputra was largest and grandest in the world at the height of its 

glory. Even today, the state is the largest mineral producing region in India and contributes immensely in national wealth creation. There is an array of 
tourist destinations of diverse interests in the state, though their potential has not been exploited fully till now. 

The state is home to many tourist attractions dotted all over the Bihar state such as Mahabodhi temple, Buddha Smriti Park, Mahavir Mandir, Asokan 
pillar, Barabar Caves and Vishwa Shanti Stupa. Other major attractions of the state are Buxar Fort, Muchalinda Lake, Patan Devi, Srikrishna Science 
Centre, World Peace Pagoda Vaishali, ISKCON Temple Patna and Kargil Chowk.

Bihar  
            Blissful Bihar

East

Cover Story
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Maharashtra is a state in the western region of India and is the nation’s third 
largest state by area and is also the world’s second-most populous sub-
national entity.

Maharashtra’s capital, Mumbai (formerly Bombay), is an island city on the western 
coast, connected to the mainland by roads and railways. Aptly called the gateway of 
India, Maharashtra is one of India’s biggest commercial and industrial centres, and it 
has played a significant role in the country’s social and political life.
 Maharashtra is popular for a variety of irresistible beaches. The beaches here are 
situated far away from the maddening crowd of the cities of Maharashtra and offer 
a plethora of exciting water sports activities, sunbathing, beach walking, etc. One of 
the major features of the beaches in Maharashtra is the historical forts located near 
the beaches that mark the history of Maratha people. 

 West

Maharashtra 
                              Unlimited  

Cover Story
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Karnataka is a tapestry of colours, cultures, flavours, landscapes, 
timelessness and heart-stopping beauty. It’s a place where vibrant 
worlds seamlessly meld into one another every few hundred 

kilometers. Sedate plains suddenly rise to the dizzying mist covered hilly 
heights and then plunge with careless abandon in a white-watered freefall 
to become languid rivers that flow past cities where time has stopped 
altogether. And cities where time rushes a relentless rush to keep up with 

the world; cities that sometimes escape into the deep quietude of thick 
forests and sometimes, stretches their arms wide open to embrace the sea. 
Host to some of India's largest and most powerful dynasties, the state has 
across the centuries, carried a legacy of art and culture. 
To add to it, Karnataka is a thriving hub of adventure and water sports 
activities. One of India's most visited states, Karnataka has something for 
everyone, from serene landscapes to scrumptious food and fine art.

Karnataka 
                   One State. Many Worlds   

South



16        trendy travel trade with food & shop  November 2018

Arunachal Pradesh is the largest among other North-Eastern states 
in India. It is surrounded by the Himalayan region, hence it is 
a mystic beauty. Arunachal Pradesh is a land of tribal cultures, 

Buddhist monasteries, pristine lakes, high altitude mountains, and quaint 
hillside villages. 
For an amazing holiday, you need to go to an amazing destination. So if 
you are seeking to step into a world of extraordinary beauty and discover 
experiences found nowhere else on earth, Arunachal Pradesh is the 
place for you. The moment you enter the state's periphery, fresh air will 
surround you with an undoubted healthy feeling. The lush greenery, the 
orange orchards, the 'jhum' cultivation, the interesting lifestyle of the tribal 
people, the untouched beauty will leave you mesmerised.
Arunachal Pradesh has 12 tourist circuits. Each tourist circuit is distinctive 
in character with different ethnic culture, topography and vegetation.  
Places to visit in Arunachal Pradesh includes Tawang, Ziro Valley, Roing, 
Sela Pass, Namdapha National Park, Dirang, Tezu, Pasighat, Nuranang 
Falls, Mechuka and many more beautiful places. 

Arunachal Pradesh
      The Land of Dawnlit Mountains

North
 East

Cover Story
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Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board (MPTB) 
enlightens the Indian travel fraternity with the 
fifth edition of Madhya Pradesh Travel Mart 
(MPTM) from 5th – 7th October 2018 at hotel 
Lake view in Bhopal.
 The grand event brought together national and 
international travel trade professionals under one 
roof providing multiple opportunities to tap the 
ever-growing market.
The objective of this event is to strengthen 
Madhya Pradesh as a world-class destination for 
Wildlife,Nature, Heritage, Pilgrimage, Adventure 
& MICE, the opportunity to meet, network, and 
share expertise with professionals who want to 
learn about various products and add more to the 
increasing footfall. 
The exhibition witnesse dover 200 national 
and international buyers from 28+ countries 
like Europe, Southeast Asia, Middle East, US, 
Australia, South Africa, Malaysia, China and 
France etc. About 125+representatives from 
distinct Indian markets including heritage 

hotels, conference venues, tour operators and 
travel enthusiasts who are willing to travel to 
Madhya Pradesh. Additionally, the two-day 
long exhibition was attended by famous media 
personalities from different media genres 
international as well as from India. They came 
together to exchange views and opinions on 
travel initiatives across various industries.
Adding more grace to the grand occasion, 
the senior delegates including honorable Dr. 
IlayaRaja, IAS, Managing Director, Madhya 
Pradesh State Tourism Development Corporation 
(MPSTDC) and honorable Mrs. Bhawana 
Walimbe, AMD, Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board 
were present to enlighten audiences with their 
knowledge and expertise. 
To carry forward the success of the event, along 
with various presentations and engagement 
activities there will be post-event FAM Tours for 
the buyers & media to places of interest such as 
Mandu, Sanchi, Kanha and Pench which will be 
organized by Madhya Pradesh Tourism Board.

Madhya Pradesh 
travel Mart 2018

Hari Ranjan Rao (IAS) 

Managing Director, Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Board & Principal Secretary 

Tourism 
 

The show promises to provide an 
opportunity to tap into this market 
by bringing a forum of exceptional 

one-to-one business meetings. 
MP Travel Mart aims to create a 

platform that will offer the perfect 
environment for the like-minded 

people to interact and do business 
together. Our goal is to ensure that 
each participant whether it is buyer, 

visitor or exhibitor must get the 
value of their investment and time 

spent.
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• DOMESTIC / INTERNATIONAL AIR TICKETING 

Very special fares for all Domestic and 

International sectors 

• DOMESTIC / INTERNATIONAL TOURS 

All inclusive Tours and Tailor made Packages 

• WORLDWIDE HOTEL 

From Budgeted to super luxury accommodation 

• CORPORATE TRAVEL / MICE 

For corporate meetings, business travels, get-

togethers, incentive tours and training programs 

• GROUP TOURS / FIX DEPARTURES 

Fixed departure group tours for all age groups 

(Specializes in Students & Sr. Citizen groups) 

• CAR HIRE 

From budgeted Indica to attractive Mercedes for 

local and outstation destinations 

• VISAS / MONEY EXCHANGE 

All your visas formalities and exchanging your 

foreign currency 

• INBOUND TOURS 

International travelers to show beautiful INDIA 

and beyond 

 

SimplifyingSimplifyingSimplifyingSimplifying TRAVEL 

T R A V E L  S O L U T I O N S  T H A T  W O R K S  

 F O R  Y O U  A N D  Y O U R  T R A V E L  N E E D S .  

Do you often hop on and off from one 

destination to another for Leisure, 

family holidays or on business? Do 

you or your family, friends, employees 

regularly tie your shoes to run the 

length and breadth of the country on 

work and Leisure?  Are you looking for 

perfect planning and errorless 

handling of your travel plans? Then 

you’re on right track on to the experts. 

From Leisure travel,  Holidays, 

business travel, RGD makes travel 

easy, convenient, affordable, and a 

relaxing affair! 

RGD offers Domestic to International 

destinations within your budget and 

handling all your travel needs from 

ticketing to accommodation, car 

hire to transfers, Visa to money 

exchange, RGD is one stop travel 

solution company for all your travel 

needs. We are also having loads of 

packages to accommodate almost any 

need, or you can let us create a 

custom travel package for you. 

Call us – 99535 89890  / 4742 0000 

W W W. R G DE S TI NA TI O NS. C O M  
 

S AL E S @ RG DE S TI NA TI O NS .C O M  

202 & 207 Suchet  Chambers, 1224/5 Bank Street, Karol Bagh, New Delhi – 110005 INDIA 
Tel:  (011) 4742 0000 (Multiple Lines)        |      Handphone : 99535 89890  |  99535 89889 

rgdgrandtours.com |  yourindiatravel.com |  rgdmice.in |  rgdedutours.com | sutrafoundation.org 

S E R V I C E S  A V A I L A B L E  



In Pursuit of  Heaven

• Tarsh Sharma

Before beginning let’s familiarise 
ourselves with some of the aspects of 
the state. Chennai, the capital city of 

Tamil Nadu is the fourth largest city in India 
and also exhibits a perfect blend of ancient 
and modern culture. Tamil Nadu has a glorious 
ancient history that dates back over 6,000 
years. While in Tamil Nadu, a majority of 
people love to visit the famous water bodies 
of the Indian Ocean, Bay of Bengal and 
Kanyakumari.Tamil Nadu essentially enjoys 
tropical weather throughout the year. 

There are 21 daily flights from Delhi to 
Chennai and the flight duration is about 2 hours 
45 minutes. Chennai is the central-point of 
travelling whilst travelling to all other parts of 
the state which can be explored by road or the 
suburban railway network. 

Where to go?
Beaches
Marina Beach- It lies on the eastern side of the 
city, bordering the Bay of Bengal. It is one of 
the most renowned beaches of Tamil Nadu. It is 

the longest beach in India and also the second 
longest beach in the world. Here, one can 
experience the most captivating view of scenic 
beauty and the life of its marine locals. 

Covelong Beach- It is situated at a distance 
of 40 km from the capital city. It is one of the 
most captivating and beautiful beaches. Here, 
one can engage in adventurous water sports 
like swimming and windsurfing. Don’t forget to 
soak in the beach shacks beneath the cool shade 
of the  palm trees.

Elliot's Beach- Elliot's beach is located on the 
eastern coast of Tamil Nadu. It is one of the 
cleanest beaches in the capital city and is lined 
with several cafes and restaurants. This beach 
is also famous as the night beach, as it is the 
most preferred spot for youngsters to gather 
and enjoy in the evening.

Hill Stations 

Yelagiri Hill
 It is located at an altitude of 1,110.6 metres 
above mean sea level and is one of the most 
popular hill stations of Tamil Nadu. The 

Yelagiri village is surrounded by orchards, 
rose-gardens, and lush green valleys. Travel 
by the winding Ghat-road that has 14 hairpin 
bends to reach the Yelagiri hilltop. The ride 
offers panoramic breath-taking views of the 
hills and its surroundings. The seventh bend 
is significant, since it offers a panoramic view 
of the slopes of the mountain and the luxuriant 
green forests. The highest point in Yelagiri is 
the Swamimalai Hill, standing tall at 4,338 
ft and a popular destination for trekkers and 
tourists alike. 

Kodaikanal
The name ‘Kodaikanal’ literally translates 
to‘Gift of the Forest’, but more commonly 
known as a Princess of Hill stations. Its 
meadows, long stretch of forests, wood slopes, 
mighty rocks, bowers and creeks charm 
the tourists in magical way.Kodaikanal is 
famous for the kurinji – flowers that blossom 
once in twelve years. It is a favourite among 
honeymooners. This charming place is one 
of the most visited tourist destinations which 
offers its visitors an array of activities like boat 

With a glorious past, a vibrant culture, a rich tapestry of history, a nature's paradise of 
blue beaches and clear skies, it is an ideal tourist haven for one and all. To please you 
eyes this destination offers several unique and mesmerising tourist attractions.

Special Focus
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rides, nature walks, hiking, trekking and rock-
climbing. The ‘Kodai Lake’ is a perfect picnic 
spot for those on a Kodaikanal tour. There’s 
Coaker's Walk which never seems to become 
old and stale. One of the biggest attraction of 
a Kodaikanal tour, one can enjoy some of the 
breath taking views whilst taking the Coaker's 
Walk.

Ooty
It is truly referred to as ‘The Queen of 
Hill Stations’. Picturesque and green, 
‘Udhagamandalam’ better known, as Ooty 
is the most popular hill station in the South. 
Located in the Western ghats at a height of 
2240m, ‘Udhagamandalam’ is the headquarters 
for the Nilgiri district, where the two ghat- 
ranges meet. Nature has been generous 
with this region, which is by far the most 
beautiful in the state. Apart from lush coffee 
and tea pla¬ntations, trees like conifers, 
eucalyptus, pine and wattle dot the hillside in 
Udhagamandalam and its environs. Ooty with 
smaller hill stations of Coonoor - 19 kms and 
Kothagiri- 31 kmsare the two other scenic hill 
stations of this district. Nilgiri is India's first 
biosphere. It has been declared as one of the 

14 'hotspots' of the world because of its unique 
bio-diversity. Nilgiri truly presents itself as a 
kaleidoscope of visual treats and guarantees a 
soul stirring experience.

 

What to eat?
Tamil Nadu is an important part of South India 
and home to a potpourri of vegetarian as well 
as non-vegetarian cuisines. It is famous for its 
exclusive food culture and traditional range 
of cuisine, which is more commonly referred 
to as the ‘South Indian cuisine’. The common 
vegetarian cuisine is Idli, sambar, vada, dosa, 
upma, rasam, kottu, buttermilk, chutney and 
curry. The non-vegetarian meal comprises of 
curry-based dishes of chicken, mutton or fish.

The South Indian cuisine culture also has 
a whole array of different dishes such 
as ‘Parota’- made of maida with kothu, 
‘Puliyodarai’- also known as ‘Puliyogare’, 
‘Thayirsadam’, ‘Thogayal’, ‘Appam’, 
‘Pongal’,’ Aviyal’ etc. The famous sweet dishes 
of Tamil Nadu are Payasam, Kesari, Sweet 
Pongal, etc. which form a major part of the 
South-Indian cuisine.Whereas, among the 

Non-Vegetarians- The famous ‘Chettinadstyle 
-Pepper Chicken’ is very popular and is one of 
the best dishes of the city.

What to shop?
Tamil Nadu is a storehouse of exuberant and 
famous hand embroidered sarees of various 
materials and patterns. Almost each district 
in Tamil Nadu has their own distinctive style 
of sarees, which can range from cotton to 
the most glamorous silks. Chennai is known 
worldwide for its silk, embroidered sarees, 
hand-woven garments and other handicraft 
items. ‘Poompuhar’, the Tamil Nadu Emporium 
and the ‘Khadi GramodyogBhawan’ have their 
shops in all major cities of the state and the 
coutry as well. These two agencies extensively 
promote the handicraft items of Tamil Nadu. 
They sell exquisite handicrafts of the state and 
make it available to a wider berth of buyers. 
Mahabalipuram is quite popular with people 
who are fond of collecting fine pieces of 
sculptures. It is also known for its ancient arts 
and crafts including carved sculptures of Hindu 
deities, exquisite woodcarvings and jewellery. 

In Pursuit of  Heaven

How to go?
 By Air :- The most convenient way of reaching Tamil Nadu is by air and the most important airport is located in the capital city Chennai. The airport 
servesdomestic as well as international airlines with ample number of flights in and out of the state on a regular basis. 
By Rail :- Tamil Nadu is easily accessible by railways and the two important railway stations of the state are ‘Chennai Central’ and the ‘Egmore 
Station.’
By Road :- Tamil Nadu flaunts an excellent road network and is well-connected by the services of private and government buses.
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Greece is one of the most beautiful countries in the world. Each 
place is in itself a special world teeming with great secrets and 
wonderful contrasts. Enjoy it any time, any season of the year and 

savor a truly special experience.

Check out our suggestions for the ideal destination of the month and 
pick the one that best suits your interests and style. One thing’s for sure: 
you will have an unforgettable experience.

• Tarsh Sharma

Spotlight

Greece
With a glorious past, a vibrant culture, a rich tapestry of history, a nature's paradise of 
blue beaches and clear skies, it is an ideal tourist haven for one and all. To please your 
eyes this destination offers several unique and mesmerising tourist attractions.

January – Visit Kastoria 
This famous ‘fur-makers town’ will steal your heart away with its nobleness and serene atmosphere bestowed 
to it by lake Orestiada. Take a romantic stroll along the narrow street by the lakeshore, wander in the uptown 
neighborhoods, discover precious byzantine treasures, enjoy a panoramic view of the town by boat and take 
part in the popular ragoutsaria event. This is an ancient Greek tradition that used to be performed in honour of 
god Dionysus; people – young and old – wear terror masks in order to ward evil spirits off. Locals are out in 
the streets with traditional copper musical instruments setting the pace for this special three-day celebration in 
Kastoria that takes place from January 6-8.

February – Visit Patras
The biggest town in the Peloponnese with an adolescent soul and a feisty temperament is home to the most 
popular of all Greek town carnivals. On Shrove Sunday (the last Sunday of the Carnival period before Lent) a 
great festive procession takes place with dozens of impressive carnival floats adorned with flowers or satirical 
figures and parading on the streets of a truly festive Patras. Pick your carnival suit, join the boisterous parade 
and dance till you drop.

Discover the best time and places to visit

Outbound Connect
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March – Visit Konitsa
This beautiful borderline town, built in the traditional Epirus 
style is surrounded by an impressive terrain. It is not by 
chance that the area figures at the top of the list for lovers 
of alternative activities and mountain sports. This is where 
companies trading in nature activities do great business.

April – Visit Corfu
Homer’s island of the Phaeacians welcomes springtime and Easter, Christianity’s biggest celebration. Corfiots follow their age-old Easter traditions 
faithfully each year. Their customs are a mosaic of various traditions connected directly to the island’s history and multicultural character. The orthodox 
Christian faith, the traditions of the Catholic community, the Venetian influence and the locals’ cheerful temperament have contributed to the creation of 
special customary practices that are absolutely worth witnessing.

May – Visit Mt. Pelion
The eastern side of the mountain is wild, rough and blessed with 
luxuriant vegetation that covers the slopes all the way down to 
the Aegean Sea. The side facing the Pagasetic Gulf is calm and 
dotted with beaches. The villages (also known as Pilioreitika, 
after Mt. Pelion) are scattered on the mountain amid lush forests 
and exploring them is a fine way to have a memorable holiday. 
The best way to enjoy the magical atmosphere of this mountain is 
to go hiking. The long trail network will help you explore the less 
known forest paths and discover this mountain’s lovely nature.

June – Visit Rhodes
Rhodes has been one of the country’s most popular tourist destinations. Also known as 
the sun island, it has more sunshiny days and milder temperatures throughout the year 
than any other location in Greece. It is, one of the country’s easternmost places and 
among the first to welcome summer on its impressive beaches. 

Outbound Connect
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Outbound Connect

July – Visit Crete
Chania, Heraklion, Agios Nikolaos, Rethymno. Do you know why these places are popular the world over? 
If not, this summer may be a very good time for you to find out. Spending your summer holidays in Crete is a 
lifetime experience and you have one whole month ahead of you to savour it!

September – Visit Spetses
Spetses has a glorious past and this you will find out as you take a 
stroll around or choose a horse-drawn carriage ride that are lined by the 
harbour. Every year on the second weekend of September it is customary 
to have a reconstruction of the Naval Battle of 1822 and to have the 
Turkish flagship blown up in effigy amid a swirl of fireworks and flares. 
This reconstruction is followed by numerous other festive events.

August – Visit Paros
In mid-August, this popular Cyclades island prepares for 
the celebration of the religious feast of the Dormition of 
Theotokos that takes place on 15th August every year. 
The festival’s focal point is the Early Christian church of 
Panagia Ekatontapiliani (Our Lady Ekatontapiliani), one of 
the most impressive churches in the Aegean. In Paroikia, 
the island capital, the religious festival is concluded with 
a procession headed by the icon of the Dormition of 
Theotokos (Mother of God). In nearby Naousa, the harbour 
is lit up as dozens of fishing boats approach the dock, 
marking the beginning of festivities.
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Outbound Connect

December – Visit Trikala
During Christmas and New Year’s holidays, 
beautiful Trikala town is literally transformed 
into a huge amusement park for young and old. 
The Mill of Elves hosts the most mischievous 
team and promises to offer unforgettable 
moments of joy and fun. The huge fairytale park, 
the Pirate Ship, the Chocolate Factory, Santa 
Claus’ House and much more guarantees the best 
of entertainment options! 

November – Visit Athens
A visit to Athens can be an unforgettable experience. A 
voyage across 6000 years of history! This time of the 
year, local mild temperatures will be your ally as you visit 
emblematic archaeological sites, great monuments and art 
masterpieces. The popular Athens Marathon takes place 
every year in November, which is historically privileged to 
take place along the original Olympic Marathon Route.

October – Visit Thessaloniki
In October, Thessaloniki is on a festive mood. The city of a 
thousand faces opens up its arms and welcomes visitors with 
a host of cultural events with an international appeal. The 
most important celebrations are Dimitria and the Thessaloniki 
International Film Festival. Theatre performances, concerts, 
visual arts, dancing, photography and new cinema releases with 
participation of world-renowned artists will lead you into the 
magical realm of arts.
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With word on the runway from British 
Airways’ cabin crew that there had been 

a rise in the number of independent female 
passengers, the airline has released the Global 
Solo Travel Study into the who, what and why 
of the trend across the world, and to understand 
which locations are the most tempting for true 
escapism. 

The BAGlobal Solo Travel Study of almost 
9,00018-64-year olds across UK, US, France, 
India, Germany, Italy, Brazil and China found 
that over 50 per cent of women have taken a 
holiday by themselves, with 75percent of women 
planning a solo trip in the next few years.

Almost 47 percent of Indian women said that 
they have travelled alone, for atleast 2 – 5 times 
and 30 percent of Indian travellers intend to 
travel in the next 2-3 months. Maximum number 
of solo travellers in India are between the age of 

18 – 25. According to the survey, Indian 
travellers hopped/skipped continents the 
most with 37 percent have travelled solo to 
Europe and 33 per cent exploring the UAE 
and Middle East 

The British Airways Solo Travel Study also 
unpacked the reasons why passengers were 
choosing to head out alone. More than half 
of our global respondents (55 per cent) 
choose to travel alone due to the feeling of 
freedom and independence, being able to 
choose your destination, what you eat and 
what you do. Holidaymakers from India 
are the most open, with over 50 per cent 
also prioritising meeting new people and 
having unique experiences. 

The most adventurous? Italy 63 per cent of 
women 18-65 have explored another country 
alone, followed by Germany at 60 per cent. The 

least inclined to venture overseas with only 16 
per cent, were women from the US. However, 
this looks to change with 62 per cent currently 
planning their getaway in the next few years.  

Fiji Airways (formerly known as Air Pacific), the flag carrier airline of 
Fiji has appointed Bird Travels Private Ltd, the Airline Management 
Services arm of Bird Group as its local representative in India. The 

association marks the airline’s latest step in developing its sales distribution 
network within the Indian market. 

The appointment of Bird Travels is part of the intensive preparations 
undertaken by Fiji Airlines to realize its presence and quality enhancement 
within the Indian market starting September 1, 2018. Reinforcing the airline’s 
commitment and growing confidence in the market, Bird Travels will now be 
responsible for all the airline's sales, marketing and ticketing activities in India. 

Announcing the association, Gaurav Bhatia, Executive Director - Bird Group 
said, “Our association with Fiji Airlines will go a long way in improving 
the carrier’s business in India as we are committed to promote its routes and 
overall presence in the country. We have devised a mechanism with a team 
of experts and latest technology that will sure enhance their operations, at the 
same time giving a fillip to their sales and marketing pursuits in the country. 
We are delighted and look forward to a long-term partnership with Fiji Airlines.”

Sajid Khan, Country Manager India, Fiji Airways said, “With increasing number 
of international travellers in India every year, Fiji Airways has also witnessed a 
growth in Indian passengers. This is expected to grow due to a steady flow of 

leisure and MICE travellers flying between the country and 13 other countries 
of Fiji Airways’ operation. Therefore, India becomes one of our prime markets 
and our association with Bird Travels will hopefully help us to tap into their 
distribution network effectively. 

Emirates, the world’s largest international 
airline, on 1st October 2018 celebrated the 
inaugural flight of its new service between 

Dubai and Edinburgh.

 Emirates flight EK023, with a group of VIP 
guests and media on board, was welcomed by 
Edinburgh Airport with a water cannon salute. This 
is the airline’s second destination in Scotland and the 
eighth in the United Kingdom.

To celebrate the new service, Emirates 
and Edinburgh Airport held a launch 
event hosted by Hubert Frach, Emirates 
Divisional Senior Vice President, 
Commercial Operations West, and Richard 
Jewsbury, Divisional Vice President, UK, 
alongside Gordon Dewar, Chief Executive 
of Edinburgh Airport.

“This inaugural flight marks the start of 
greater connectivity and more convenience 
for leisure and business travellers from the 
wider Edinburgh area and locations further 
afield, such as Aberdeen and Dundee, 
to destinations across Emirates’ global 

network via Dubai. While for inbound travellers, 
particularly from cities in Asia and Australia, there 
is now a direct flight option to Scotland’s most 
visited city by tourists,” said MrFrach. “In addition 
to tourism, the new flight will also directly connect 
Edinburgh to new opportunities for business, trade 
and education across our network.”

Students travelling to Edinburgh from India can 

carry extra 10kg baggage in addition to the 30kg 
baggage allowance. The offer is valid for tickets 
on sale until 31 March 2019 and outbound travel 
until 31 March 2019. To claim the extra baggage 
allowance, students will have to submit a copy of 
either their student Visa/I20/DS2019 form, student 
ID card and passport copy when they check-in at the 
airport.

Gordon Dewar, Chief Executive, Edinburgh 
Airport, said: “This is a great day for Scotland and 
Edinburgh. We know the power of connectivity – the 
more we can connect with cities and countries across 
the globe, the more opportunity for passengers.  It 
makes our country stronger and culturally richer. 

“Our partnership with a world class brand like 
Emirates strengthens and grows our country’s 
connectivity and we look forward to working with 
them to the benefit of passengers across the world. 
We’ve built our success on making Edinburgh where 
Scotland meets the world and today’s flight see us 
take a major step on that journey.”

the Rise of  the solo Female traveller

Fiji Airways representation in India 

edinburgh – emirates second Destination in scotland
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Hahn Air has already integrated 20 new 
carriers into its global network of more 
than 350 air, rail and shuttle partners 

by the end of the 
third quarter of this 
year. Of the new 
partnerships, nine 
are new interline 
agreements and 
eleven are new 
partners of H1-Air, 
a product of the 
global consolidation 
service Hahn Air 
Systems.  

“We are especially 
pleased that two of 
our new interline 
partners are now 

making use of a dual partnership with the Hahn 
Air Group, which means they are combining an 
interline agreement with our H1-Air product”, 

says Steve Knackstedt, Vice President of the 
Airline Business Group at Hahn Air. “Lanmei 
Airlines and Africa World Airlines are therefore 
now available on the Hahn Air ticket under their 
own IATA codes while at the same time, they can 
be issued in all major GDSs under the Hahn Air 
Systems code H1. This is a growing trend among 
our customer airlines as it gives them a truly 
global approach to indirect distribution via travel 
agencies.” 

With its ticketing and distribution solutions, 
the German airline Hahn Air facilitates global 
business between travel agencies and airlines. 
Its global connectivity with all major Global 
Distribution Systems (GDS) and almost all 
Billing and Settlement Plans (BSPs) enables 
100,000 travel agents worldwide to issue 
transportation services of Hahn Air partners on 
the HR-169 ticket.

Europe’s leading airline, Lufthansa, is launching a new direct flight 
from Frankfurt to Austin, Texas. 

Commencing on May 3rd, 2019, Lufthansa will offer five weekly 
flights from Frankfurt Airport to Austin – Bergstrom International Airport.  
With this new flight offering, Austin will become the German carrier’s third 
destination in Texas, following daily service to Dallas and Houston. 

Lufthansa will operate the Airbus A330-300 in a three class cabin 
configuration offering customers Business Class (42), Premium Economy 
(28), and Economy Class (185). 

With the launch of the new route, Lufthansa opens up the world to all 
explorers. “With more and more Indians displaying a growing zeal for 
exploring the world, the launch of the new Frankfurt-Austin flight brings the 
world closer to Indians within the country as well as the Indian diaspora in 
Texas and Europe,” said Paurus Nekoo, General Manager Sales, India for 
Lufthansa Group. 

The Dutch carrier, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines celebrated 99 years of 
its glorious journey on October 7, becoming the only airline in the 
world to reach this milestone.

 Since 1919,KLM has continued operating under its original name, making 
it one of a kind in the aviation industry.

This special day celebrated across all KLM establishments worldwide. 
KLM in India treated its customers in true Dutch flavour. on October 4, 
KLM launched exclusive promotions and engagement activities for 99 
hours across multiple channels, offering attractive discounts on ticket 
purchases to Amsterdam and to over 40 destinations across its network.

“For us, this is an occasion to thank our customers for their continued 
loyalty over the years. Our customers are at the heart of our business and 
we take care of them with special attention and passion. This is what 
makes us different,” Said Jean – Noel Rault, General Manager 

Air France – KLM, Indian Sub -Continent. 

He added, “For the past 99 years, we have been flying customers from all over 
the world and creating beautiful memories across generations.We have brought 
Europe and the rest of the world closer to our customers in India with our 
partnership with JetAirways. Together we offer 31 weekly flights to Amsterdam, 

connecting from 45 Indiancities. We look forward to the coming year and 
our 100th anniversary, making us the only airline in the world to celebrate a 
centenary”

Hahn Air integrated 20 new partners 

Lufthansa enhance connectivity 

99th Anniversary of  KLM Royal Dutch Airlines



VITS Luxury Hotels has launched Sky Dhaba Rooftop 
Lounge, Punjabi themed dhaba at VITS Upper Thane. 
The restaurant is especially for those who admire to be 

in the presence of a live kitchen while enjoying their mealtime. 
Sky Dhaba serves multi-cuisine food in Indian, Chinese and 
Italian cuisines and the ambience is presented as an authentic 
dhaba. 

Live bar counter will serve wide choice of wines, beers, vodka 
and scotch. Guests can choose from a variety of handpicked 
authentic cuisines that pledge to give your taste palette an 
unforgettable experience. Enjoy the radiant sunsets & cool 
night breeze with amazing Ambiance, Live Kitchen & Bar & 
Live music - all at one place.

Located just 35 minutes drive away from the Thane Railway 
Station; VITS Upper Thane is the best hotel in the city for both 
corporate and leisure stay. The hotel has been designed with 
string of traditional and modern concepts to suit the needs of 
the global travelers. The hotel encompasses guest rooms and 
suites, which are stylishly, designed, each boasting of lavishly 
adorned décor, luxurious ambience and modern services. 

The Tanjung Benoa Beach Resort – Bali 
proudly introduces a new restaurant named 
RotiChai Bali starting from November 

2018. Inspired by the authentic taste, technique 
and ingredients of Indian cuisine, RotiChai is 
set to entice guests at the resort’s lobby with a 
heartfelt welcome. 

Coming from the passionate mind and soul of 
Delhiite chef with long-time experience in Bali’s 
food & beverage industry, RotiChai will bring 
forth the exotic flavors of India. The restaurant 
will utilize authentic herbs, spices and ingredients 
and cook with the finest, authentic cooking 
technique from the sub-continent. The vision 
behind the establishment is to create an Indian 
culinary haven in Bali which highlights the 

authenticity of Indian food with homemade touch. 
With the twist, all resort guests and foodies alike 
will be able to indulge in not only tantalizing, 
classic Indian dishes, but also contemporary 
dishes that continue to be innovated and 
refreshed. 

The Indian restaurant will also present 
extraordinarily unique dining experiences you can 
exclusively discover at the resort. The one-of-a-
kind Indian Afternoon Tea will present delicious 
assortments of Indian delicatessen and light meals 
to accompany chic Indian-inspired tea—including 
Masala Tea. For an intimate ordeal, RotiChai 
will also present Romantic Indian Dinner by the 
Beach featuring the finest Indian dishes served in 
a candlelight setting overlooking Tanjung Benoa 

Beach. 

Committed to serving the most exotic and 
indigenous atmosphere, RotiChai adds another 
finest taste of Asia to the resort’s globe-
trotting gastronomic roster. It completes the 
resort’s renowned Asian-influenced festivity as 
represented by The TAO Bali—the beachfront 
Pan-Asian restaurant specializing in Thai and 
Southeast Asian food, and The Tanjung Terrace—
the resort’s breakfast restaurant inspired by 
Western breakfast favorites and finest Indonesian 
early meals. 

Exotic and tempting, RotiChai Bali sets an 
unrivaled Indian experience in terms of quality, 
quantity and authenticity. 

Rotichai  now in Bali 

sky Dhaba

Sarovar Hotels Pvt. Ltd. expands its footprint 
in Rajasthan, with the opening of Sairafort 
Sarovar Portico, Jaisalmer. This will be an 

iconic property of Sarovar Hotels in the Golden 
city and their sixth in Rajasthan. 

Sairafort Sarovar Portico is located on the 
Jaisalmer-Jodhpur Highway, in the peaceful 
suburbs of the city. The contemporary palace style 
hotel is made of golden sandstone, which has 
become a unique identity of the town. Intricately 
designed stone carvings, jharokhas and arches 
create a design that is a token of the rich history of 
a bygone era.  

“I am delighted to welcome guests to the 
Sairafort Sarovar Portico in Jaisalmer. For us, 
it is one of the most significant destinations in 

Rajasthan; and our sixth in the state. We have 
ensured the inclusion of everything necessary 
to make each stay an upscale experience for our 
guests” says Anil Madhok, Executive Chairman, 
Sarovar Hotels and Resorts.

The property offers 53 deluxe rooms and 6 suites, 
all equipped with state-of–the-art amenities and 
comfort. The other facilities offered are Spa, Gym, 

Nosh- All day dining, Suroor- the Bar, conference 
& meeting rooms, Swimming pool and a Kids’ 
zone. 

No place better evokes camel-rides, jeep safaris 
or solitary sunsets as the Sam sand dunes. The 
breathtaking Jaisalmer fort, Gadisar lake, Patwon 
ki Haveli are just a few attractions that make it 
hard to not be enchanted by this desert city.

sarovar Hotels 
strengthens its 
footprint in Rajasthan 

Hospitality 
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The glamping trend is about to blow up 
in the Maldives, as the Indian Ocean’s 
grooviest getaway, Finolhu, unveils a 

stunning new ‘Beach Bubble’ tent - the first of 
its kind in the archipelago - on a secluded stretch 
of its famed Fish & Crab Shack sandbank. 
Conceived and custom-designed by the crazy 
cats at Eye In The Sky, the transparent inflatable 
bubble is a unique, inspiring environment where 
guests can enjoy an incredible, closer-to-nature 
experience - without compromising on high-spec 
design and luxurious creature comforts.

Dramatically located in a secluded spot along 

Finolhu’s famous 1.5km sandpit, far from the 
buzz of the island’s iconic 1 OAK Beach Club, 
the Beach Bubble is available exclusively for 
incredibly romantic, one-night-only ‘Dream 
Eclipse’ experiences under the stars. After a 
lip-smacking lunch at the Fish & Crab Shack, a 
short sunset stroll leads guests to their very own 
Bubble Beach hideaway where they can chill 
out, enjoy a beach BBQ with a Maldivian twist, 
and then retreat into their private bubble for an 
unforgettable night under endless stars. On waking 
from this dreamlike experience, guests can watch 
the sun climb into the sky as they linger over 
breakfast at the water’s edge.

Adding a third property to its portfolio 
of luxury resorts in Vietnam, Anantara 
Hotels and Resorts has announced the 

development of its newest villa retreat which 
is scheduled to open in late November 2018. 
Located in a secluded bay in south central 
Vietnam, Anantara Quy Nhon Villas will comprise 
26 one- and two-bedroom ocean-facing villas 
ensconced amidst 7.2 hectares of landscaped 
tropical gardens.

A creative collaboration between HB Design and 
Marques and Jordy (M&J) architectural firms, 
Anantara Quy Nhon is designed to seamlessly 
blend into the natural environment. Locally-
sourced materials, traditional craftsmanship and 
regional influences are discretely incorporated 

into the resort’s contemporary design. Spacious 
villas with their sleek timber and granite 
sundecks, minimalist plunge pools and extended 
low overhang roofs have a fresh, contemporary 
feel. Vietnamese blue stone keeps the look of 
the common areas vernacular while granite and 
marble elements introduce a touch of modernity. 

With a focus on personalised service, each villa 
at the new resort will come with dedicated butler 
services and a range of customisable luxury 
amenities such as preferred room scent ranging 
from exotic lemongrass to refreshing green tea, 
Anantara signature soap collection and in-villa 
wine cellar stocked with fine vintages and 
delicatessen.

Opening in the former royal capital of 
Shuri, the 328 room Novotel Okinawa 
Naha is set to bring the brand’s signature, 

“modern easy living” comfort with timeless 
design aesthetics to Naha City. Located just 
15-minute walk to the World Heritage Shuri 
Castle, the 15 storey hotel offersa360-degree view 
ofthe former royal capital of the ancient Ryukyu 
Kingdom. 

Featuring a contemporary design, framed with 
Okinawa’s indigenous plants and locally inspired 
art bysome of the island’s most renowned artists, 
the guest rooms boast a sky and resort theme that 
offer panoramic views of Shuri Hills and lush 

greeneries. TheTerrace Suite Roomsfeature a 
private balcony with direct pool access. Guests 
staying at the Terrace Suite Rooms and Premier 
Level Rooms are given exclusive access to the 
Premier Loungethat offera360-degreeview of the 
city skyline. 

“We are delighted to introduce our first Novotel 
brandin the Okinawa capital where guests 
will have the opportunity to discover spaces 
to relax, have fun, work, and enjoy dining 
and social experiences,” said Patrick Basset, 
Chief Operating Officer of AccorHotels, Upper 
Southeast and Northeast Asia and the Maldives. 

Sarovar Hotels Pvt. Ltd. expands its footprint 
in Rajasthan, with the opening of Sairafort 
Sarovar Portico, Jaisalmer. This will be an 

iconic property of Sarovar Hotels in the Golden 
city and their sixth in Rajasthan. 

Sairafort Sarovar Portico is located on the 
Jaisalmer-Jodhpur Highway, in the peaceful 
suburbs of the city. The contemporary palace style 
hotel is made of golden sandstone, which has 
become a unique identity of the town. Intricately 
designed stone carvings, jharokhas and arches 

create a design that is a token of the rich history of 
a bygone era.  

“I am delighted to welcome guests to the Sairafort 
Sarovar Portico in Jaisalmer. For us, it is one of 
the most significant destinations in Rajasthan; 
and our sixth in the state. We have ensured the 
inclusion of everything necessary to make each 
stay an upscale experience for our guests” says 
Anil Madhok, Executive Chairman, Sarovar 
Hotels and Resorts.

The property offers 53 deluxe rooms and 6 suites, 
all equipped with state-of–the-art amenities and 
comfort. The other facilities offered are Spa, Gym, 
Nosh- All day dining, Suroor- the Bar, conference 
& meeting rooms, Swimming pool and a Kids’ 
zone. 

No place better evokes camel-rides, jeep safaris 
or solitary sunsets as the Sam sand dunes. The 
breathtaking Jaisalmer fort, Gadisar lake, Patwon 
ki Haveli are just a few attractions that make it 
hard to not be enchanted by this desert city.

Anantara Hotels and Resorts now In Quy nhon, Vietnam

Retro-chic resort launches luxury ‘Beach Bubble’ tent 

novotel open its doors in okinawa 

sarovar Hotels strengthens its footprint in Rajasthan 
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+91-888 266 1577 | reservations@ellbeehotels.com
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Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel & Convention Center has become a magnet 
for those who want sleek, modern accommodation.

Destination for MICe
• Vedika Sharma

The second fastest growing metropolis of India Bangalore; is 
popularly known as the ‘Silicon Valley’ of India for being a 
major IT hub of the nation and to magnify its beauty is the hotel 

Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel & Convention Center. 

Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel & Convention Center is 
the city’s largest premium meeting and conference destination. Since 
opening for business few months back, this five-star hotel has become 
a magnet for those who want sleek, modern accommodation, as well 
as glorious views, delicious food, pool, business center, ballroom, and 
most important newly build convention center with holding capacity of 
3000 and more. 

The hotel’s soaring architecture, elegant finishes and stylish guest 
rooms also contribute to offering guests an unparalleled experience. 
Designed to help maintain your routine, Sheraton Fitness is a great way 

to stay healthy and energized throughout the day. 

Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel & Convention Center 
has distinguished neighbors – It is surrounded with multinational IT 
companies and is close to ITPL, EPIP & Prestige Shantiniketan. It is 
well connected to Outer Ring Road.

Target Audience
Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel & Convention Center 
appeals to anyone who wants to experience a luxurious base. The hotel 
provides the ideal environment to re-connect with business associates, 
friends or family.

Accommodation
The 360 rooms available in Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel 
& Convention Center including 39 suites offer compelling views of the 



November 2018 trendy travel trade with food & shop        33

Cover Stroy

Dr. Manoj Kutteri,  Atmantan Wellness Resort 

Hospitality

garden city. Rooms are categorized into Presidential Suite, 
Executive Suite, Junior Suite, Junior Kitchenette Suite, 
Junior Study Suite, Deluxe Suite, Sheraton Club Twin Bed, 
Sheraton Club King Bed, Pool View Twin Bed, Pool View 
King Bed, Deluxe Room Twin Bed and Deluxe Room King 
Bed. Each room has High-Speed Internet Access and a 
48-inch LED flat screen television and spacious bathroom 
comprises a rain shower and a bathtub.

Dining 
There are plenty of dining options divided into four 
categories that is Bar-B-Q (Uppercut), Asian (InAzia - Pan 
Asian Restaurant), Multi-cuisines (Feast - A World of 
Flavours) and Tapas (Chime - Lobby Bar).

Just off the lobby, all day multi cuisine dining is available 
in Feast. This is also where breakfast is served and you 
have the choice of local and international cuisines, either 
buffet-style or à la carte. The restaurants vibrant décor and 
open interactive kitchens make it lively and engaging, where 
guests can enjoy the world on their plates.

MICE
Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel & 
Convention Center announces recently launch 
the largest Convention Center in a 5-star hotel. 
The convention center is a monumental venue 
with the largest pre-function area in the city. 
Equipped with state-of-the-art audiovisual 
facilities and located in the multinational IT hub 
of Bengaluru, the Convention Center promises 
to be defining element for any occasion – be it a 
corporate event, an elaborate wedding or a party.

The Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield Hotel 
and Convention Center is proactive to the needs 
of MICE travelers, this gives it a competitive 
advantage. To attract MICE business effectively, 
the hotel is agile and flexible in both services 
and facilities to respond to extensive planning 
and new demands.

 The Sheraton Grand Bengaluru Whitefield 
Hotel & Convention Center is poised to be an 
unrivaled destination for meetings and events, 
attracting the hotel’s wide spectrum of clients.
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Colorful and           
Valiant History 

Desert Springs is “the” place in Sam Dunes to experience the colorful 
and valiant history of the Thar Deserts amidst luxury and comfort. 

A lifetime experience awaits the guests at this 
exclusive Luxury Resort & Spa nestled in the 
deep dunes at Kanoi Village in Sam. 
This traditional Rajasthani tented camp 
welcomes you with all the modern amenities 
to ensure a comfortable and a “Maharaja-like” 
stay. You can relax at the Spa with a variety of 
services to choose from or indulge in capturing 
the desert in your cameras or simply enjoy in 
your air conditioned tents with every amenity 
inside. 

Embark on a Rajasthani journey with the Camel 
safari upto the sunset point where you get to 
watch the Sun immerse in the golden sands of 
the desert. You can also opt for the SUV/Jeep 
safari and get into dune bashing to dig into 
spectacular deep deserts.
As the night winds down, a bonfire lits up 
the vast skies, Desert Springs Resort is the 
only place to experience exhilarating cultural 
performances and live Rajasthani music with 
celebrated dancers and expert musicians.There 

is a variety of alcoholic and non-alcoholic 
drinks to choose from while BBQ and snacks 
are served.A ready feast is spread out with 
Rajasthani delicacies and a lavish buffet right 
under the moonlight and millions of stars.
Retire to the well decked up tents and tuck 
yourselves into the bed to start a fresh new day 
to proceed to the next destination. We assure you 
that the experience of the Golden Deserts would 
have never been this luxurious and memorable 
ever before.

• Komal Arya

Hospitality
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Swosti Group opens its door to Swosti 
Chilika Resort, inaugurated on 26th 
July 2017 by Hon’ble Chief Minister of 

Odisha Sri Naveen Patnaik, a place for all travel 
seekers and holiday enthusiasts who revel in the 
unexplored and untouched tranquility and look 
to unwind and reconnect in a most spectacular 
setting one possibly can imagine.
Rooted in the scenic setting of the famed Chilika 
Lake, the essence of the resort is to unify the 
mind and the soul with the nature. To allow the 
restorative powers of the nature harness a tired 
body and mind delivering pampered serenity in a 
sanctuary of comfort and wellness.
Inspired by nature, as one step into the sprawling 
landscape on the banks of a pristine Chilika 
Lake, you seamlessly will move from time bound 
madness to timeless bliss.
Awaiting you would be pure gentle breeze that 
subtly leaves an intoxicating aroma of a vast salt 
lake. The very moment can get you discover a 
world so different from yours. Few steps more 
and you won’t miss the chivalry of the chirping 
birds in such natural surroundings. As your head 
turns for a glimpse of the famed water body, 
the small fishing boats dancing on what seems 
like golden hued waves in the reflection of the 
morning sunlight would be dream like.
Don’t be surprised when you find nature 
enthusiasts describing sightings of dolphins, 
exotic migratory birds or their trail into idyllic 
villages or deep forests.
While your thoughts continue to regale in what 
you have witnessed, the sight of luxurious 
cottages, squeaky clean beds and impeccable 
service standards can get you to a higher 
echelon. Indulgences like s game zones, cycling 
pad, fine dining restaurants will ensure a 
complete surrender of the mind and soul to the 
place.
Though nestled in a place away from the modern 
dwellings, the resort is an embodiment of 
contemporary design inspired from its natural 
surroundings – uncluttered and understated. 

The service is not only efficient but intuitive, 
charming and warm.
Swosti Chilika Resort extends its guests cottages 
and presidential suites with breathtaking views, 
while being elegant and well-appointed for a 
comfortable stay. 4 types of accommodations 
namely The Sanctuary-The Presidential Suites 
(01 key), Millpond- The Pool Villas (05 keys), 
Windchime-The Quad Villas (36 keys) and 
Midlake County- The Hotel Blocks (36 keys), 
are on offer for a luxurious indulgence. 
The restaurants at the Swosti Chilika resort offers 
an incredible array of local delicacies and the 
choicest of international cuisines with the décor 
and the ambience just adding to the mood.
Centrally located coffee shop with all side open 
walls and green spaces all around, is a perfect 
settlement for a tired mind to relax or to catch 
up with friends or colleagues for some light 
hearted bonhomie. For the sports enthusiasts, 
who find contentment being active, loads of 
options are in store.
Ekayaa, the spa is a world of pure bliss. A world 
of peace, calm and tranquility awaits as one 
indulges in traditional Indian wellness therapies. 

Equipped with single and double treatment 
suites, beauty treatment rooms, meditation and 
relaxation decks, the experience can rejuvenate 
and reenergise the mind, the body and the spirit 
in equal measures.  

As the Sun sets, Swosti Chilika resembles a 
floating paradise surrounded by the most unique 
natural magnificence. In a moon-lit night, the 
aura transcends to a higher echelon.  A walk in 
the lush green stretches meters away from the 
lake perpetuates the joy of existence.  

Parallel Comfort with Luxury                                       
SWOSTI is an epitome of comfort & leisure – a branded icon of hospitality in 
the country & abroad. 

Hospitality

• Tarsh Sharma
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Heritage Hospitality and 
tourism in India

WelcomHeritage offers unique 
properties, ranging from Grand 
Palaces to traditional Havelis to 

Magnificent Forts and quiet Nature Resorts, 
spread across exclusive destinations in 14 States. 
Sitting in regal poise all over the country, all of 
these destinations are gateways to the finest of 
“Indian legacy and culture”. 
WelcomHeritage endeavour is to combine 
comfort and modern technology without losing 
its Heritage ethos. Every WelcomHeritage 
location embraces all the attributes for a 
memorable holiday, giving an opportunity to 
carry away all that is extraordinary.
India is a vast country with diverse culture and 
traditions. Each destination of WelcomHeritage 
offers something different from the other and 

endeavors to showcase the rich 
cultural and traditional brilliance 
of the region, thus promising you 
an experience that is as diverse as 
India.
Enjoy an enchanting wildlife 
safari in the mesmerizing 
beauty of the forest landscape or 
witness the fine architecture of 
200 years old cluster of temples 
and forts; cruise along the lake 
in the colourful shikaras, walk 
around the country’s first heritage 
village, relish the panoramic 
view of the snow-clad Himalayan 
Peaks, experience authentic 
village tour on tractor, plunge 
into the spectacular infinity 
pool with astounding views or 
feel the adrenaline rush with 
activities such as rock climbing, 
turban tying, Horse Safari, 
Sand Dune experience, Bird 
Watching, trekking and hiking. 

WelcomHeritage has properties across 
some of the most fascinating destinations 

in the country for your perfect holiday retreat.
Each of WelcomHeritage hotels has a Unique 
Experience to offer, a secret to share and a story 
to tell.

WelcomHeritage New Addition
Earlier this financial year WelcomHeritage had 
flagged a boutique hotel - WelcomHeritage 
Ashdale in Nainital, Uttarakhand which is an 
old Manor from the British Era, owned by the 
Royalty of Sahaspur. Nestled amidst green oaks, 
deodars and a beautiful kidney shaped lake 
reflecting the green from the densely forested 
hills that surround it is an eighteenth-century 
bungalow with outhouses and Tennis court.
Another property under the Nature resort 
category, which was launched few months back, 

is the WelcomHeritage Ayatana in Somwarpet, 
Coorg, Karnataka. The resort is set amidst 100 
acres of lush forest and a private waterfall. It 
features 53 exquisite rooms, an infinity pool and 
a picturesque view of Coorg’s dreamy scapes.  
Further, WelcomHeritage has two properties in 
pipeline; one being WelcomHeritage Tadoba 
Vanyavillas Resort & Spa which is located near 
Tadoba National Park primarily known for 
spotting Tigers. It is a 36 room resort spread 
across 65 acres amidst a private lake making it 
an ideal getaway for nature and wildlife lovers. 
Another one is a Heritage property located 
in Udaipurwati – WelcomHeritage Inderpura 
Haveli, which is a 25 room property. We intend 
to launch both these properties in the coming 
months of this fiscal year.

A joint venture between ITC Ltd and Jodhana Heritage, established in the year 1997,
“WelcomHeritage” represents the finest traditions of heritage hospitality and tourism in India.

General Manager – Mr. Sanjeev K Nayar CEO – Mr. Sunil Gupta 

Hospitality



For reservations:        01146035500   |       holidays@welcomheritagehotels.in        

www.welcomheritagehotels.in

Wh Bal Samand Lake Palace, Jodhpur

Characterized by the royalty of grand palaces, exquisite forts 
and rich heritage; come aboard, visit Rajasthan and rediscover 

its timeless beauty.

WH Mandir Palace, JaisalmerWH Umed Bhawan Palace, Kota WH Connaught House, Mount Abu

40 Hotels in 14 States
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World Festival

Rio Carnival - Brazil 
From the beautiful and sexy beaches of Rio de Janeiro to Rio 
Carnival and the Rio Nightlife, the type of energy that the 
city of Rio emulates is just simply electrifying. What is even 
more exhilarating are the deliciously bronzed samba dancers, 
the pulsating music, the energy and applause of the spectators 
filled with Cariocas and visitors from around the world who 
call come to the same place to experience the world famous 

Rio Carnival.
The city glows with the smiles and energy of the locals 
— or Cariocas. Samba music can be heard coming from 
neighborhoods throughout the city and crowds gather to dance 
and play all day, night and straight into the next morning. It is 
the inherent spirit of the Cariocas and their true joie de vivre 
that makes Rio Carnival such a glorious success year after year!

Wherever you go around the world everybody loves to celebrate. And when it comes to celebration, festivals offer something for everyone.
Festivals are a way people can express and celebrate traditions from all around the world and from different cultures. Whether they’re for entertainment 
purposes, or to honor beliefs and traditions, festivals bring people from all around the world to celebrate together. 
Here are the few festivals which you should not miss out and experience once in your lifetime.

Festivals are a great way to explore new places and immerse yourself in a culture which 
is not necessarily close to your own.  

La Tomatina 
Spain, Buñol

La Tomatina is a food fight festival held on the last Wednesday 
of August each year in the town of Bunol near to Valencia in 

Spain. Thousands upon thousands of people make their way from 
all corners of the world to fight in this 'World's Biggest Food Fight' 

where more than one hundred metric tons of over-ripe tomatoes are 
thrown in the streets.

During the week leading up to the world famous tomato war, parades, 
fireworks, music, dancing and the paella cook-off contest draw visitors 
to Buñol for the annual fiesta. When the day of the great battle dawns, 
local shopkeepers diligently cover their shopfronts with sheets of 
plastic and twenty thousand local folk and tourists take to the 
streets, as trucks loaded with around 125,000 kilos of ripe ammo 
roll into the Plaza del Pueblo. Between 11am and 1pm, the 

streets are awash with juice, pavements are spattered with 
pulp and the participants transformed into walking, 

talking Bloody Marys.

Feel the Joy 

• Tarsh Sharma
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Holi - India
It is one of the most Colorful Festivals in India and the world. The 
festival which is celebrated with different colors and water in the month 
of March is celebrated for two days. One first day people gathered to 
burn a bonfire to recall and show respect for the sacrifice of Holika and 
next day people play with colors and waters to celebrate the joy and 

happiness. 
Holi signifies the arrival of spring, the end of winter, and, for many, a 
day to meet others, play and laugh, forget the past, forgive, and repair 

broken relationships.
This ritual is said to be based on Krishna's playful splashing of the 
milkmaids with water, but mostly it celebrates the coming of spring with 

all its beautiful colors and vibrant life.

Songkran - Thailand
Songkran literally means to pass or move into. 
The Songkran Festival  is world’s biggest 
water fight and an amazing event in Thailand 
which is used to welcome the New Year, where 
cleansing with water is meant to purify and 
renew. During this period, you’ll enjoy fun-
filled local entertainments and fun. Depending 
on which area within Thailand, the celebration 

can last between 3 to 10 days.
In Bangkok or Chang Mai, the water fights 
can last up to six days, as Thais and tourists 
ambush each other in the streets with hoses and 
water balloons. While this is the most popular 
activity, Songkran is also a time when people 
visit elders and monks to pay their respects to 

the New Year. 
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Boryeong Mud Festival - South 
Korea 

Boryeong Mud Festival is one and only festival where you 
can make your childhood dream of rolling in the fresh mud 
come true. Boryeong Mud Festival is the hottest global 
event where you can forget about your stressful adult life, 
frolic in the mud and spend a carefree weekend with your 
new friends. Chill in the mineral rich mud baths and chase 

the summer heat away!
Mud is not the only thing that will be waiting for you. You 
can always enjoy the romantic scenery of Daecheon Beach 
together with your special someone or swim in the crystal-
clear sea after a long day of rolling and splashing in the 
mud. Then rock the night out at one of the many beach 

party venues to your favorite K-pop and EDM beats!

Oktoberfest - Germany
 

Oktoberfest, the world's largest beer festival, is held 
annually in Munich, Germany. The 16-day party attracts 
over 6 million people every year who consume 1.5 million 
gallons of beer, 200,000 pairs of pork sausage, and 480,000 
spit-roasted chickens during the two-week extravaganza. 
While the event reinforces stereotypical images of beer-
loving, meat-loving Germans dressed in dirndls and 
lederhosen, visitors to the annual event come from all over 
the world. Oktoberfest is in fact one of Munich's largest 
and most profitable tourist attractions. It brings over 450 
million euros to the city's coffers each year. The folk 
festival has given its name to similar festivals worldwide 
that are at least in part modeled after the original Bavarian 
Oktoberfest. The largest Oktoberfest held outside of 
Germany takes place each year in the twin cities of 
Kitchener-Waterloo in Canada, where a large ethnic 
German population resides. The largest such event in the 
United States is Oktoberfest-Zinzinnati in Ohio, which 

boasts half a million visitors each year.

World Festival



 

Fortune Select 
Metropolitan, Jaipur
Near Nehru Sahkar Bhawan, 
C - Scheme, Bais Godam Circle  
Jaipur - 302001, Rajasthan 
Phone :+91-141-3988442
Fax :+91-141-3099099

Jaipur, popularly known as the ‘Pink City’ and the stunning capital of Rajasthan attracts tourists and visitors from all over the world, 
looking to explore and discover a history that is rich and vibrant even today, evident in the city’s breathtaking forts and palaces. 

Located in the heart of this historical city, where ancient traditions and rich culture blend perfectly with modern way of life is Fortune 
Select Metropolitan. Being just 10 km away from the airport and 2 km from the railway station, this 5-star hotel is the preferred destination 
for business and leisure travelers, providing first class facilities and efficient service with traditional Indian hospitality.
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Arts rooted in  
Indian Religion

Dance in India has a rich and vital tradition dating back to ancient times. Excavations, 
inscriptions, chronicles, genealogies of kings and artists, literary sources, sculpture and 
painting of different periods provide extensive evidence on dance.

 There are different dance forms with respect to the different regions 

Myths and legends also support the view that dance had a 
significant place in the religious and social life of the Indian 
people. However, it is not easy to trace the precise history and 

evolution of the various dances known as the 'art' or 'classical' forms 
popular today.
In literature, the first references come from the Vedas where dance 
and music have their roots. A more consistent history of dance can be 
reconstructed from the epics, the several Puranas and the rich body of 

dramatic and poetic literature known as the nataka and the kavya in 
Sanskrit. A related development was the evolution of classical Sanskrit 
drama which was an amalgam of the spoken word, gestures and mime, 
choreography, stylised movement and music. From the 12th century to the 
19th century there were many regional forms called the musical play or 
sangeet-nataka. Contemporary classical dance forms are known to have 
evolved out of these musical plays.

Culture of India
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eastern India

Chhau
The Chhau dance of Eastern India 
-- Odisha, Jharkhand, and West 
Bengal – is a blend of martial 
traditions, temple rituals, and folk and 
popular performance of this region. 
episodes from the epics Mahabharata, 
Ramayana, Puranas, traditional 
folklore, local legends and abstract 
themes through the medium of dance 
and a music ensemble that consists 
primarily of indigenous drums. In 
its traditional context, the dance is 
intimately connected with the festivals 
and rituals of this region. Important 
among these is the Chaitra Parva 
celebrated in the month of April. The 
month of Chaitra celebrates the advent 
of spring and the start of the harvesting 
season. The melody is interwoven 
and is provided by reed pipes like 
the Mohuri, Turi-Bheri and Shehnai. 
Though vocal music is not used in 
Chhau, the melodies are based on songs 
from the Jhumur folk repertoire, the 
devotional Kirtan, classical Hindustani 
'ragas', and traditional Oriya sources. 
Dhol, Dhumsa, Nagada, Chadchadi and 
Jhanj provide accompaniment to Chhau 
dance.   

Odissi Dance, Odisha
Odissi dance has its origins in Orissa in eastern India, where in its 
rudimentary form it was performed as part of temple service by ‘maharis’ 
or female temple servants. The traditional dance was remoulded as a theatre 
art towards the middle of the twentieth century with reference not only to 
the existing dance art, but representation of dance in Orissa’s medieval 
sculpture, painting, and literature. In its remodelled form, Odissi dance 
has spread quickly across the country. The Vaishnava faith of Orissa is 
intrinsic to Odissi dance and the lore of Krishna and Radha supplies its 
content. Love lyrics from Jayadeva's Sanskrit work Gitagovindam therefore 
have pride of place on the Odissi dance repertoire, together with songs in 
Oriya by medieval and early modern poets such as Upendra Bhanja and 
Banamali Das. These are interpreted by the dancer employing a grammar 
of hand-gestures of hastas. Codified footwork of ‘Pada bheda’, gaits and 
walks termed ‘chalis’, and spins or ‘bhramaris’ are other components of the 
technique of Odissi dance. Recreated as it has been partly from sculptural 
representation of dance, Odissi in its performance appears sculpturesque, 
particularly in its serpentine ‘tribhangi-s’ or the firm, square stance called 
chowk. The movements are soft and graceful. The dancer is supported by 
a singer, a drummer who plays the Pakhawaj, flute and Sitar. The dance 
conductor also sits with the musicians reciting the rhythmic syllables and 
keeping time with his cymbals.

Culture of India
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Mohiniyattam
Mohiniyattam, which belongs to Kerala in southern India, takes its name from 
the mythic enchantress Mohini. It is dance of feminine grace, and has grown 
out of performances connected with Kerala’s temples.

The prince Swati Tirunal of Travancore, a patron of arts and an artist himself, 
was one of the chief architects of the dance in the nineteenth century and 
composed a large repertoire of songs which accompany the performance. 
Characterized as it is by femininity, Mohiniattam has no heavy steps or 
rhythmic tension: the footwork is gentle, soft, and sliding. The dancer’s body 
rises and falls with an easy grace, with the emphasis mainly on the torso. 
Restraint in movement is the hallmark of the dance.

Mohiniyattam uses rhythms that are special to Kerala: the rhythmic syllables 
used are those of the Maddalam, a drum which provides accompaniment 
for female roles in the Kathakali theatre. The main percussion instruments 
in the performance are the Edakka. The other musical instruments are the 
Mridangam, the Veena, the Flute, and the Kuzhitalam or Cymbals. The 
oscillations in the melody accord with the movements in the dance.

Culture of India

Sattriya Dance
‘Sattriya dance’ refers to the body of dance and danced drama developed in the sattras or 
monasteries of Assam since the sixteenth century, when the Vaishnava faith propagated by the 
saint and reformer Shankaradeva (1449-1586) swept the land. It is a distinct genre within the 
fold of classical Indian dance, with an evolved language of hand gesture (hasta), footwork (pada 
karma), movement and expression (Nritta and Abhinaya), and a repertoire centered on devotion 
to Krishna.

Since the latter part of the twentieth century, when this monastic art was embraced by artists 
outside the sattras, Sattriya dance has been practised also as a modern theatre art. On the 
stage today, an artist presents a programme adapted from the traditional repertoire, sometimes 
supplemented with new choreography. Typically, it may start with an invocation to the deity, 
Krishna or Rama, followed by the dance of the sutradhar, the conductor of performances in 
the sattra. The dancer may then present a mix of pure dance and abhinaya based upon the 
vast literature of the sattras, the items chosen to give full play to her accomplishment in these 
departments of the dance. Ramdani, Chali, Mela Nach and Jhumura offer scope for Nritta, 
while abhinaya may be explored in the form of Geetar Nach. Group dances are also common in 
traditional and modern Sattriya dance, and these may be prefaced with a brief musical ‘interlude’ 
on drums, the Gayan Bayan, performed by a group of musicians. Entirely original dance dramas 
in the mould of the traditional Sattriya dance are also presented on the stage today. The musical 
component of the dance is rich and varied in its rhythmic, melodic, and lyrical aspects.

Manipuri Dance, Manipur 
Manipuri dance, evolved in Manipur in north-
eastern India, is anchored in the Vaishnava faith 
of the Meiteis, or people of the Manipur valley. 
The temples of Manipur are still among the 
principal staging venues of the dance. Therefore 
the predominant theme of Manipuri dance is 
devotion, and the rich lore of Radha and Krishna 
lends it episodic content. Over a period of 
centuries, the traditional art has gone through 
various stages of development to become the 
sophisticated theatre art it is today.

Manipuri dance is introverted and restrained 
compared to most other dances of India – the 
artist never establishes eye contact with the 
audience. The movements are circular and 

continuous, each merging into the other. Mudras 
or hand-gestures are subtly absorbed in the flow 
of the movement overall. The facial expression is 
subdued and never exaggerated. These features 
are evident even in the more vigorous masculine 
dances.

Jagoi and cholom are the two main divisions 
in Manipur’s dance, the one gentle and the 
other vigorous, corresponding to the lasya 
and tandava elements described in Sanskrit 
literature. They constitute independent 
streams and an artist spends a lifetime 
perfecting any form within the spectrum. The 
jagoi element is predominant in Ras Leela 
and similar votive performances. In such 
dances the legs are bent and the knees held 
close together. This helps the feet land softly 

on the ground and lends a floating swing to the 
movements. The footwork is never audible as in 
several other dances of India, where it is often 
used to mark the rhythm. The Pung, a drum, 
and flute are the principal instruments used in 
Manipuri dance.

north-eastern India

southern India
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Bharatanatyam, Tamil Nadu
Bharatanatyam of Tamil Nadu in southern India has grown out of the art 
of dancers dedicated to temples, and was earlier known as Sadir or Dasi 
Attam. It is the first of India's traditional dances to be refashioned as a 
theatre art and to be exhibited widely both at home and abroad.

Bharatanatyam rests on principles of performance and an aesthetics set 
down in classics such as Bharata's Natyashastra. It has a rich repertoire 
of songs in Telugu, Tamil and Sanskrit. The present-day format of 
a Bharatanatyam recital, as well as a valuable part of its musical 
compositions, were created by the famed ‘Tanjore Quartet’ of the 
nineteenth century: the brothers Ponniah, Chinnaiah, Sivanandam and 
Vadivelu. Bharatanatyam has a highly evolved language of Nritta, abstract 
dance, and Nritya which unfolds the narrative. The themes have a wide 
range spanning human and divine love, and are generally classed under 
the rubric of shringara (romantic love) and Bhakti (devotion). The music 
of Bharatanatyam belongs to the Carnatic system of southern India. The 
musicians accompanying a dance recital include at least one vocalist, a 
Mridangam (drum)-player, and a flutist or violinist or Veena (lute)-player. 
The group also includes a Nattuvanar, or dance conductor, who recites the 
dance syllables as he plays a pair of small bronze cymbals.

Kathakali
Kathakali or ‘story play’ took shape in Kerala in southern India in the seventeenth 
century under the patronage of the prince of Karnataka, who wrote plays for 
performance drawn from the epic Ramayana in Malayalam, the language of the region. 
Stories from the Ramayana and Mahabharata provide the content of most Kathakali 
plays, which have come down to us in a steady stream over three centuries.

Kathakali categorizes its characters according to their nature and employs make-
up and costume to build them up as symbolic personalities. The faces of actors are 
painted according to the type of character they represent – green for heroes, kings, and 
divinities, red and black for the evil and fierce, etc. The main feature of the costume is 
a large, billowing skirt for male characters and various elaborate headdresses.

The actor’s performance in a Kathakali plays is completely speechless: the ‘libretto’ is 
sung by two singers on the stage who keep time on gong and cymbals, while a pair of 
drummers also on the stage play the Chenda. The story is enacted using a vocabulary of 
facial expressions and hand-gestures.

A traditional performance of Kathakali starts in the evening after preliminaries that 
include an invocatory drumming on the Maddalam, and concludes only at daybreak. 
Though earlier only one play was enacted through the might, today select scenes from 
two or three plays are presented.

Kuchipudi
Kuchipudi, one of the major dance forms of India was originated 
from Andhra Pradesh, where it grew largely as a product of Bhakti 
movement beginning in the 7th Century AD. Kuchipudi derives 
its name from the village Kuchelapuram, where it was nurtured by 
great scholars and artists who built up the repertoire and refined the 
dance technique. The Kuchipudi is a dance-drama of Nritta, Nritya 
and Natya. The Nritta consists of teermanams and jatis, the Nritya of 
Sabdams, and the Natya of acting with Mudras for the songs. Nritta 
encompasses steps and movements in the form of patterns of dance 
which, though ornate in themselves, have no meaning to convey.

Kuchipudi, combines speech, Abhinaya (mime) and pure dance. 
The Kuchipudi dancer is a multiple person on the stage and this 
multiplicity is achieved by the swift change of mime which depends 
more on the combination of the naturalism of the dramatic content 
and the symbolism of the poetic intensity of feeling of an episode. The 
consequence of this is the emphasis laid on the dynamics of movement 
and expressionism of feeling.

Kuchipudi dance is accompanied by Carnatic Music. Kuchipudi 
today is performed either as a solo, duet or a group presentation, but 
historically it was performed as a dance drama, with several dancers 
taking different roles.

Culture of India
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ARIES :-A romantic introduction, invitation, 
or proposition will take you completely by 
surprise (a positive development) and/or an 
invitation will be extended and accepted. You 
will be very enterprising, and can expect good 
fortune in business, profitable returns, and sudden 
progress or ‘boom’. New ideas or opportunities 
concerning your business will put a new slant on 
your life or open new doors.
Lucky Color:- Scarlet                                        
Lucky Number :- 1

“The more you give, the more you receive” is the motto of renowned 
Tarot card reader and holistic healer, Poonam Sethi, lives by. She 
has studied Feng Shui and Tarot card reading at several institutions 
across the globe and has, through extensive self-study, practice and 
perseverence, mastered the art of guiding people frm the present into 
the future to precision.

Poonam Sethi
Prediction for November 2018

TAURUS :-There will be no union or total 
commitment with the one you love or want to 
be with until you resolve an inner dispute first 
(like getting clear on what it is that you need and 
want). Money will be coming in through work you 
like or love or a business partner, and a financial 
problem that caused you a lot of worry, pain, or 
aggravation will be resolved or reconciled in a 
positive way.                
Lucky Color:- mustard
Lucky Number  :- 8

GEMINI :-You will want to end a relationship 
and will almost break up, but it won’t end, it 
will continue in spite of everything. You will be 
concerned about your financial condition and 
will make an effort to straighten out your affairs 
in that area. You’re going to hear something in a 
very important business or personal matter that 
will assuage your fears or keep you from going 
off the deep end.
Lucky Color:- Yellow
Lucky Number :- 7

CANCER :-You will have many emotional 
swings, and will be daydreaming about love and 
romance. You will feel ill and cranky and will 
fear the worst, so you will indulge yourself by 
eating and drinking too much. Money will be 
acquired from a business of your own or business 
done out of your home. Be sure to handle 
financial negotiations and business transactions 
before you get started, or misunderstandings will 
arise.                            
Lucky Color:- Orange
Lucky Number :- 9

Astro Talk
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LEO:- One of the loves you had cast aside or 
‘suspended’ is going to come back, and you are 
going to spend some very sensual and passionate 
moments together. You will have enough 
money to pay your bills or meet your needs 
and if involved in a litigation, fight, or debate 
over finances, you will come out victorious. 
Business will expand, finances will increase, and 
nonproductive, defective, or negative areas will 
be cleaned up.
Lucky Color :- black
Lucky Number :- 3

VIRGO :- You are going to be spending time 
with one who will awaken your romantic heart 
and inspire thoughts of love or marriage, and the 
depth of your feelings for that person will astonish 
you. Problems, tensions, or difficulties related to 
financial settlements, contracts, or partnerships 
will be resolved on a positive note. Listen to your 
intuition, dreams, or psychic impressions.
Lucky Color :- brown
Lucky Number :- 4

LIBRA :-You are going to have an 
unexpected call from or ‘encounter’ with an 
admirer, someone you were attracted to or 
involved with in the past. Luck will be with you 
in transforming negative situations into positive 
ones. The right ideas or actions will be provided, 
but it will take special effort or concentration on 
your part to use them to your advantage.
Lucky Color :-lime green
Lucky Number :- 9

SCORPIO :-  Expect an impasse. A lover is 
not going to act or call as expected and it’s going 
to annoy you because you will feel that it was 
thoughtless, inconsiderate, or irresponsible. You 
will be very popular and in demand, and will make 
a very good impression on your superiors or peer 
group. If you are hoping to hear from someone, 
you will get your wish.
Lucky Color :- red
Lucky Number :- 2

SAGITTARIUS :- You will feel like everyone in 
the world has what they want but you, and you will 
want to go away, leave everything behind, and begin 
a new life or start all over somewhere else. You 
will be successful in your dealings with others (be 
it in social situations or large groups), and you will 
realize a new method of operation that could make 
your work a lot easier.                                                 
Lucky Color :-gray
Lucky Number :- 5

CAPRICORN :- You’ll be separated from the 
one you love and feel that the most important thing 
about your life is gone and can never be replaced. 
An opportunity will arise to move out of your 
isolation and into ‘the dating game’. Someone isn’t 
honoring agreements or making payments on time, 
and you will call on him/her or take action on it. 
You’ll be grateful for a new avenue to pursue and 
a change in your outlook.
Lucky Color :-green
Lucky Number :- 3

AQUARIUS :- You will get an unexpected 
message, call, or response from someone who 
has a crush on you or loves you. This could 
also indicate a new love that will take you by 
storm. You are going to be acknowledged for 
your work, skills, and ability; and if you need 
someone to help you get a project rolling, help 
will come. Expect to hear a voice from out of 
your past, and good news about your work or 
career.
Lucky Color :- sky blue     
Lucky Number :- 6

PISCES :- You will experience a lot of 
vacillation in matters of the heart, and will be 
looking for the right approach or the right mate. 
Your life may feel so empty that there will be 
nothing to do but your work, and at times even 
that will be unrewarding. You will want to escape 
from responsibilities and emotional turmoil 
and may seek outside counsel. You will put 
things together in your mind and come to a final 
synthesis or resolution, which will bring a deep 
feeling of gratitude or contentment.
Lucky Color :- white
Lucky Number :- 2

Astro Talk
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