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Publisher's note

Dear Reader,

On behalf of Team T3FS, firstly, 
I would like to wish all my 
Indian readers a very Happy 75th 

Independence Day. 
With the T3FS, August 2021 edition, 

you will get to know a lot about adventure 
activities on water, land and sky in India. 
Spirit of Adventure/ Allure of Adventure 
Scale the heights of thrill or plummet to 
the depths of excitement or if you're truly 
daring, survey gorgeous lands and waters, 
while suspended in the sky. All this and 
more awaits you as you explore land, 
water and sky adventures in the country.

From trekking, mountain biking and 
mountaineering in the secluded snow-
capped Himalayas to surfing, rafting, 
scuba diving and snorkeling, there are 
a multitude of options for thrill seekers. 
India’s diverse terrain ensures optimum 
adrenaline-pumping for those looking to 
tread on the exhilarating side of a holiday.

Apart from that, we focused 
individually on the haven of adventure– 
Uttarakhand.  If you are someone who 
loves myriad adventures to explore, 
Uttarakhand is the ideal one stop 
destination for you. Situated at the 
foothills of Himalayas, the state is blessed 
with rugged and mountainous topography 
and rivers like Ganga and its murmuring 
tributaries which flow through the state 

make it an ideal destination for adrenaline 
junkies who are adventure explorers and 
nature lovers.

Moreover, we did a story on Essence 
of India, where you will get inside about 
activities/initiatives undertaken by the 
Ministry of Tourism to boost Domestic 
Tourism. 

In Hospitality, we cover various hotels 
from round the Globe including their new 
trends. 

In Lifestyle, we focused on “Yogi 
Adityanath Government: Rebuilding 
the face of Uttar Pradesh in the face 
of COVID- Pandemic”. Keeping your 
political interests and affiliations aside 
and working for betterment of people 
especially, during a period which is fraught 
with difficulties for the common man like 
medical emergencies, joblessness and 
marginalization, has been a priority agenda 
of work for the Chief Minister of Uttar 
Pradesh Yogi Adityanath who has garnered 
not only appreciation for his work to 
improve the situation in Uttar Pradesh 
during the pandemic but also made people 
of the state his priority above all else. The 
CM’s efforts for this have been lauded by 
the PM Shri Narendra Modi and others.

Furthermore, we reviewed the products 
with the aim of gifting in the current time 
of festivals and upcoming wedding season. 

VedikaSharma
vedika@fabianmedia.net

Editorial & Marketing : 
babita@fabianmedia.net
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the land of  mighty rivers and 
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FICCI organized the virtual 
plenary session of  the ‘2nd 
Travel, Tourism & Hospitality 
e-Conclave: Resilience & The 
Road to Recovery’

The global MISS 
UNIVERSE® beauty pageant 
will be held for the first time 
in its history in Israel. The 
city of  Eilat was chosen 
to be the host city of  the 
competition, which will mark 
its 70th anniversary this year.

Hyundai Motor Company’s 
high-performance N brand 
unveiled its Elantra N (sold as 
Avante N in Korea) in a digital 
world premiere. The hot 
sedan completes the N brand 
lineup of  ‘everyday sports 
cars.’

From fine dining to a wealth 
of  activities on the doorstep, 
a stay at R Chandra's Palace 
is perfect for romantic 
breaks, family escapes, and 
elegant private events amidst 
theatrical magnificence.

A Lifetime 
Opportunity to  
Feel Royalty

Recovery of  the 
Tourism  
& Hospitality 
Sector Israel to Host Miss 

Universe Competition® 
2021

Elantra N: High-
Performance and 
Practicality

Pg51Pg30

Pg34 Pg62
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Snippets

Travel Agents Association of India (TAAI) and Kazak 
Tourism signed a Memorandum of Understanding on 
August 10th, 2021. The signatories were Mrs. Jyoti Mayal, 
President, TAAI and Mr. Kairat Sadvakassov, Acting 
Chairman of the Board “Kazakh Tourism”. 
This MOU aims to promote mutual interest and tourist 
arrivals between Kazakhstan and India via cooperation 
and collaborative relationship and experience changes on 
reciprocal basis.
Tourism Product Promotions which includes bilateral 
assistance in organizing events and demonstrating tourism 
potential of the two countries during trade shows and 
training programs and webinars through over 2500 members 
of TAAI in India.
TAAI members will get an opportunity to showcase 
“Incredible India” towards Inbound and MiCE segments for 
Kazak Tour Operators and travelers.
The ceremony marked presence of TAAI representatives, 
Mr. Jay Bhatia- Vice President; Mr. Bettaiah Lokesh - 
Honorary Secretary General; Mr. Shreeram Patel - Hon. 
Treasurer; Mr. Anoop Kanuga, Chairman Tourism Council 
and Dr. Himanshu Talwar, Executive Director (TAAI). 
From Kazak Tourism Department, Mr. Daniyel Serzhanuly, 
Director MiCE Tourism and Mr. Galimzhan Seilov, Senior 
Manager, Tourism were also present.
Representatives from both sides thanked & congratulated 
each other and extended a note of their profound 
commitment towards growth and development of Bi-lateral 
Tourism between India and Kazakhstan.

Kazak Tourism & TAAI Sign MoU 

Lights, Camera, Action! BLive Joins Hands with Green 
Cross United Kingdom Airbnb announced the launch 

of Bollywood Insiders, a 10 
day festival of engaging Online 
Experiences that brings India’s 
storied film industry to life. Hosted 
by the industry’s top talent, guests 
from around the world will get a 
chance to experience Indian culture 
by going behind the velvet rope of a 
Bollywood set and interacting with 
its larger than life personalities. 
Bollywood Insiders will run from 
August 13 - 22, 2021 IST/August 
12 - 21, 2021 PDT, featuring 7 
unique Online Experiences. From 
learning about audition preparation 
techniques with ace director Farah Khan, to an intimate fireside chat 
with International Emmy nominee Arjun Mathur and putting your best 
sartorial foot forward with celebrity stylist Tanya Ghavri, guests can 
experience first-hand the rigorous training and preparation faced by 
their favorite Bollywood stars. 
Speaking about her Experience, Film Director Farah Khan stated, 
“My mantra in life is to have fun no matter what it is that you are 
doing and that is the spirit I bring to my Online Experience on Airbnb. 
My ‘Behind the lens’ experience is going to be an hour of fun-filled 
conversations with a fun round of auditions where guests will get to 
deliver their favourite movie dialogue in front of me. I’ll also share 
a lot of behind-the-scenes anecdotes from my experience directing 
Bollywood films and skill building.”

"The Indian Association of Tour Operators  (IATO) 
and  DeutscherReiseverbande.V., (DRV) German Travel 
Association have signed an agreement to promote two 
way tourism between the two countries by taking suitable 
measures to reinstate tourism once the situation is normal" 
said Mr. Rajiv Mehra President, IATO.
 
A reciprocal cooperation agreement was signed by Mr. 
Norbert Fiebig, President - DeutscherReiseverbande.V., 
(DRV) German Travel Association and Mr. Rajiv Mehra, 
President,  Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO) to 
take this forward.
 
Under this agreement both IATO and DRV have agreed 
to  undertake reasonable efforts to make its membership 
aware of membership of both the associations, its benefits 
and events in India and Germany. Officials of  both the 
organisation will be invited to their annual conventions 
and will conduct travel exchange programme and training 
programme on reciprocal basis.
 
Germany is one of the major source markets for inbound 
tourism to India and this will help revive inbound tourism to 
India and will help outbound tour operators from Germany to 
reinstate selling Indian packages.
 
The agreement signed between DRV and IATO will not 
only open doors for IATO members to  connect with DRV 
members but will also send a message to other countries in 
Europe  that India is ready to welcome the foreign tourists 
once e-Tourist Visa and international flights are resumed.

IATO signs MoU with DRV

BLive, India’s First EV Tourism & Experience platform, 
announced signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
with Green Cross United Kingdom (GCUK) to champion the 
cause of Electric Mobility in Tourist destinations across the 
world. As a part of this association, BLive and GCUK will 
formulate various initiatives to drive EV adoption in Tourist 
Destinations. BLive will also work as an Impact Advisor to 
GCUK for sustainable tourism initiatives across the Globe.
BLive through its unique EV Tourism initiative, has been 
at the forefront of promoting sustainability across key 
tourist destinations across India. This partnership will help 
in promoting sustainable tourism across the country where 
tourists can explore various hidden gems in different parts of 
the country, without contributing to the carbon footprint and 
pollution of the environment. 
Commenting on the recent development, Samarth Kholkar 
& Sandeep Mukherjee Co-Founders, BLive, said, “This is a 
very big step towards promoting adoption of electric vehicles 
along with the promotion of sustainable tourism across the 
globe. We are happy to have a partner like GCUK onboard 
to help us in our mission of making sustainable mobility a 
practice across the globe and a big part of the experiences 
offered in tourist destinations. Once we are on the other 
side of this wave and it is safe to travel again, with this 
partnership, we will be accelerating our presence across 30 
cities and introducing more BLive tours across India.” 
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Trade Update

ADTOI: Empowering Women
ADTOI organised its virtual meet on vision and activities of Lady Entrepreneur Officers, on 
30th July 2021.

T he session was introduced by 
Mrs. Ekta Watts, Chairperson 
of Women Empowerment and 

CSR activities, ADTOI with a brief 
about the vision and activities under 
the post of “Lady Entrepreneur Officer 
(LEO)”, which is a pioneering initiative 
of the Women Empowerment and CSR 
Wing of Association of Domestic Tour 
Operators of India (ADTOI). The 

position was conceived and created in 2019 
with the support of other Governing Body 
Members of ADTOI. Few events have 
already been conducted for women were 
the Breast Cancer Awareness Camp held 
in Delhi for ADTOI ladies and also CSR 
activities like the Full day excursion for 
blind children of AndhMahavidyalaya New 
Delhi.

The vision of Lady Entrepreneur Officer is 
to empower women and bring them forward 
in the field of tourism. Each LEO takes 
initiatives according to her vision, interest 
and expertise for women empowerment 
and CSR activities. The Lady Entrepreneur 
Officer is envisioned for each one of the 10 
Chapters of the Association. Their profile 
is to work as a team on PAN India basis to 
meet the below objectives:

•   Connect and provide a platform to the 
lady entrepreneurs of ADTOI in promoting 
the tourism industry and empower the 
women leaders within.

•   Further, assist in empowering lady 
professionals in tourism, who are non 
ADTOI members but engaged in tourism and 
allied activities

•   To reach out to female students in 

Colleges / Universities who are undergoing 
Tourism Courses and guide them, be a 
part of the tourism industry and grow their 
potential through entrepreneurial education 
and training.

•   To reach out to women and work at the 
grass-root level to encourage more and more 
women to be a part of the tourism industry.

•   Last but not least, welcome more and 
more lady entrepreneurs into the ADTOI 
family.

Currently the following are the ADTOI Lady 
Entrepreneur Officers Mrs. Ekta Watts, 
Chairperson Women empowerment and CSR 
Activities; Mrs. Irshad Patel, Maharashtra 
Chapter; Mrs. Shilpa Patel, Gujarat 
Chapter; Ms. Shishta Sharma, Punjab and 
Haryana Chapter; Dr. Shreya Barbara, 
North East Chapter; Mrs. Puja Karar, 
West Bengal Chapter; Ms. Unmani Rana, 
Rajasthan Chapter; Ms. Shweta Chopra, 
Madhya Pradesh Chapter and Ms. Padmini 
Narayanan, Tamil Nadu Chapter.

Mrs. Irshad Patel LEO of Maharashtra 
Chapter briefed about her initiatives 
on increasing lady entrepreneurs in 
Maharashtra Chapter and also in other 
Chapters of ADTOI. Further, through the 
Lady Entrepreneur Facebook Page, many 
ladies have expressed interest to be ADTOI 
members and the LEOs are in the process of 
welcoming them to the ADTOI family.

Mrs. Shilpa Patel of Gujarat Chapter 
highlighted some Pilot Projects that have 
been taken up by the Women Empowerment 
and CSR wing. These projects have been to 
encourage cuisine and handloom handicraft 
specialists from rural regions to gain 
empowerment in tourism allied services. It 
was also briefed that efforts to reach out to 
female students in Colleges / Universities 
undergoing Tourism Courses are being made 
by giving lectures to encourage the students 
and acquaint them with the tourism industry.

Dr. Shreya Barbara of North East Chapter 
updated on a prominent initiative, the 
formation of the Women Empowerment 
Cluster, which aims to form a network 
of women tourism professionals who 

can benefit from the women specific 
and tourism related training, webinars, 
events that the ADTOI plan. Inclusions 
in the Women Empowerment Cluster 
would be women employees / executives 
of ADTOI members and spouses of 
the ADTOI members who are not 
tourism professionals. Further, Women 
Entrepreneurs Network For Non ADTOI 
members was also introduced which would 

form a network of Women Entrepreneurs 
engaged in services of  Handloom, 
Handicraft, Cuisine and Tourism (tour 
guides, cuisine specialists etc.). Women 
who need support to enter the tourism 
industry and allied services to become future 
entrepreneurs will also be included in this 
network.

Mrs. Puja Karar of West Bengal Chapter 
apprised that the LEO in each of the 
Chapters will be initiating some CSR 
activities in the near future. Further, as Lady 
Entrepreneur Officers we would be a support 
system to people in the tourism sector, 
especially women, who have been mostly 
affected at this time, by the COVID-19 
pandemic. We hope for the best and will 
continue to work with positivity.

Ms. Unmani Rana of Rajasthan Chapter 
acquainted about efforts to provide digital 
support with an exclusive Facebook Page 
and Instagram Account for ADTOI lady 
entrepreneurs which were launched in May, 
2021. The Aim is to provide a social media 
platform for all ADTOI lady entrepreneurs. 
Moreover, these platforms will also promote 
tourism, CSR initiatives and women 
empowerment works to connect ADTOI 
members. She also noted that the LEOs 
would try to connect with each and every 
woman whosoever is working in the Travel 
Trade and Hospitality sector and assist them 
to grow and support each other for women 
empowerment to promote domestic tourism.

Ms. Shweta Chopra, Madhya Pradesh 
Chapter highlighted that tourism is an 
industry that can do wonders in giving 
economic empowerment to women through 
the various opportunities. As it is, women 
play a vital role in tourism, in offices as well 
as on field. The LEO in each of the Chapters 
would try to support women in tourism 
with technical and non-technical skill 
development. The LEOs also aim to connect 
and promote domestic tourism within 
ADTOI members by bringing together local 
tour operators for mutual business and also 
promote responsible tourism with campaigns 
on following SOPs and guidelines and other 
crucial topics.
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Uttarakhand is the new tourists 
haven for holidaying and adventure 
excursions
Uttarakhand is known to be the land of mighty rivers and 
a haven for diverse flora and fauna. It is also known as the 
Devbhumi owning to multiple religious sites the state houses. 

Amongst the many things the state has to 
offer are also the adventure sports which 
are one of the best tourist attractions for 

the state. If you are someone who loves myriad 
adventures to explore Uttarakhand is the ideal one 
stop destination for you. Situated at the foothills 
of Himalayas, the state is blessed with rugged 
and mountainous topography and rivers like 
Ganga and its murmuring tributaries which flow 
through the state make it an ideal destination for 
adrenaline junkies who are adventure explorers 
and nature lovers. Tourists flock the state for 
adventure sports and the Indian most loved sport of 
all time is trekking where Uttarakhand becomes a 
natural choice owning to its topography of rugged 
Himalayan ranges. 

Chaukori
Chaukori, a hill station known for its paradise-
like experience for nature lovers, nestled in the 
lofty peaks of the Himalayas with jaw-dropping 
views of majestic Nanda Devi, Nanda Kot and the 
Panchachuli peaks, this hill station of Pithoragarh 
district can spellbound any soul to stay there forever. 
Indeed it is one of those special places that can 
immerse one into the relish of nature. Surrounded 
by the wonderful hills with the gurgling sound 
of the river and the thick vegetation of the vast 
Himalayas, Chaukori is an ideal destination for 
nature and travel enthusiasts. The mesmerizing tea 
gardens ringed with lofty Himalayan peaks look like 
a canvas drawn by its almighty himself. The view 
of the sunrise in the backdrop of snowcapped peaks 
from here looks wonderful and rejuvenating. Nearly 
every sight brings peace to the heart and the clean 
and cool air infuses new energy in the body. This 
enchanting chaukori village is located at a height of 
2,010 metres above sea level.

Chaukori is particularly appealing because it has 
escaped commercialization and remains one of those 
rare treasures that is seldom known and explored.
Adventure in Chaukori
Trekking 
A favourite amongst frequent travellers this is 
a small trek to the top of a hill which ends with 
magnificent views of the enchanting valley. This is 
even nicer to enjoy during the time of sunset and 
sunrise. 

Nature Walks
With rolling hills, lush green forests, and grassy 
pastures, the natural splendour that surrounds 
Chaukori is extremely enchanting. A nature trail can 
readily be picked up and explored in and around 
Chaukori.

Photography
The Trishul, Chaukhamba, Nanda Devi, Nanda Kot, 
and Panchachuli peaks are all visible from Chaukori, 
and one cannot resist capturing the spectacular 
snow-covered peak with their camera.

Village Tourism
Chaukori is a hidden gem of Uttarakhand that has 
remained unspoiled throughout the years due to low 
visitor traffic. If you're interested in learning more 
about the culture, customs, and way of life in the 
hills, Chaukori and its surrounding towns provide 
excellent possibilities to do so.

Tea Garden Tour
Chaukori is one of the rare sites in Kumaon where 
you may find lush green gardens filled with the 
scent of freshly picked green tea leaves. During 
the pre-independence period, the British developed 
these tea gardens. Breathe in the fresh mountain 
air, listen to the birds chirping, and see the crimson 
sun rays kiss the snow-capped Himalayas, and you 
will forget going back from this place. One can 
witness the field of rarely found Orange Pekoe Tea 
in Chaukori. It is a special grade of black tea grown 
only in selected areas of foothills of the Himalayas. 
Each tea leaf is delicately selected and masterfully 
processed to produce a fine and flavourful cup of 
tea. Orange pekoe tea has plenty of health benefits 
such as reducing oxidation in the body. It is mainly 
exported to Britain.
Excursion
Dharamghar
Dharamghar is known for its spectacular views 
of the Himalayaswith the Panchachuli range on 
one side and the Nanda Devi range on the other, 
separated by the "Shikhar" hilltop. Lying about 9 km 
from Chaukori, Dharamgarhis where SarlaBehn, a 
follower of Gandhi spent her last days. Tourists can 
visit HimdarshanKutir, which is dedicated to her. 
If you are a wildlife lover you should visit Musk 
Deer Breeding Farm. There are only two Musk 

Deer breeding farms in India established by Govt. 
of India, one located at KanchulaKharakMusk 
Deer Sanctuary in Chopta, and other one here at 
Dharamghar. The farm can be reached after trekking 
an easy ascent of approximately 2 km distance from 
the nearest road head at Kotmanya. The ascent is 
easy and suitable for even small kids, the pathway is 
well maintained and one can easily reach to the Deer 
farm without requiring any external help.

Chinneshwar (                    ) Waterfall
The Chinneshwar Waterfall is one of Uttarakhand's 
most stunning waterfalls. This massive waterfall 
is nestled in the midst of lush pine forest in the 
small village of Garaun in the Kumaon region. This 
waterfall reaches a height of around 160 feet.

Berinag
Located at an elevation of 1,740 m, Berinag is a 
quaint hamlet, about 10 km from Chaukori. It is 
surrounded by the snow-capped Himalayas and is 
one of the rare spots in Kumaon that has tea gardens. 
Sparkling streams and lush forests make this place 
worth a visit.

Accommodation
There are many options you have to choose from 
Private hotels & resorts, homestays and KMVN 
tourist rest house. All are well maintained and up to 
date in terms of hygiene.  A highly recommended 
resort to add on more stars on the sky of your trip 
is Ojaswi Tea Garden Resort. A home away from 
home to travellers seeking solitude, this hill resort 
in Chaukori is set amidst lush green tea gardens and 
ethereal Himalayan mountains. Snow clad in winter 
and riotous with flowers during summer, this resort 
in Chaukori is an absolute retreat from the daily 
humdrum of life. 

Connectivity
The nearest airport is Pantnagar 
(223Km)

It is well connected by roads.

The nearest railway is 
Kathgodam(180 km).

Indian Journey
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Agoda Village
Agoda Village is a lovely hamlet en-route to the 
emerald lake of Dodital, perched at an altitude of 
2250 metres and surrounded by the Himalayas. 
Agoda village is the first community you'll see on 
the Dodital Trek, and it's a great place to stop for 
those who want to explore the village and interact 
with the locals.  Even if you aren't doing the Dodital 
Trek, Agoda Village is worth seeing for its lovely 
setting surrounded by oak and rhododendron trees, 
tranquil environment, and friendly residents.

Adventure in Agoda village
Trekking 
Sangam Chatti, a lovely village on the banks of the 
Assi Ganga, is 6 kilometres ahead of Agoda village. 
The trek from Sangam Chatti to Agoda Village 
passes through pine forests with gentle hills. After 
crossing a tiny stream over a bridge, you'll arrive at 
Agoda Village. Trekking to Agoda village is a fun 
activity that is ideal for all ages. 

Agoda Village is being developed as a model 
Trekking Traction Centre by the government of 
Uttarakhand since it is a hub of various treks namely 
DayaraBugayal, Hanuman Chatti, Darwa Top, 
Mukdha Tal, Ghola Top, Gulabi Kanthaand Dodital.

Camping
Camping at Agoda Village is one of the best ways 
to enjoy the village's splendour, whether you're 
trekking further to Dodital or simply touring it. 
Camping in the Himalayan foothills at Agoda 
Village with a soft breeze to accompany you is an 
unforgettable experience.

Hiking
Hiking across Agoda Village is possible due to 
the village's lush green trees. Capture birds and 
butterflies, identify different sorts of flowers, and 
revel in the pleasure of simply being in the moment. 
Hiking and natural walks in Agoda Village are 
peaceful and enjoyable.

Photography
When nature is the subject, everyone can turn 
into a photographer. If you are passionate about 
photography, you wouldn’t want to miss capturing 

the beautiful sunrise and sunsets, 
environs and lifestyle of the villagers.

Village Tourism
About 100 families live in the charming 
Agoda Village. There are a lot of home 
stays and hotels here, and the locals are 
very warm and hospitable. 
Excursion
Dodi Tal Lake – Darwa Top
A pure water lake in Uttarakhand, 
Dodital, is nestled among the 
benedictory pines. Uttarkashi is tucked 
away at an incredible altitude of 3,310 metres above 
sea level. Dodital is home to a diverse range of water 
species, as well as flora and animals. The lake is 1.5 
kilometres in circumference. The Asi Ganga river 
rises in Dodital and connects with the Bhagirathi 
at Gangotri. The serene Himalayan panoramas 
of this crystalline fresh water lake in the Garhwal 
Himalayas inspire tranquilly. It’s a good spot for bird 
watching. 

Sangam Chatti
Sangam Chatti is a small village in Uttarkashi 
located on the banks of the Assi Ganga. 
SanganChatti is the starting point for the well-
known Dodital trek. It's a two-kilometer hike from 
here to Bhebra, an idyllic village set next to a 
flowing mountain stream and surrounded by lush 
greenery.

Accommodation
There are no hotels and resorts in Agoda Village. 
But you have options to choose from more than 
23 homestays like Bhala Ho situated in Raithal 
village also known for DayaraBugyal trek route. 
The village is also a preferred location for beginner 
skiers. The cottage offers you basic amenities like 
wi-fi, kitchenette, free parking space and host of 
others.

Dodital Homestay situated in Agoda village 
is another great option which provides for a 
comfortable stay in the idyllic location. 

Kuflon Basic is another homestay which will give 
you a surreal living experience. 

All these homestays are easily accessible through 

road.

Apart from this the government of Uttarakhand has 
launched a unique trekking traction centre scheme 
for local residents to develop homestays.  Agoda is 
also being developed under a pilot project of UTDB 
for infrastructure development to provide facilities 
to the tourists like Public InformationCentre, 
Restaurant, Health Check-up facilities, Search 
and Rescue, Trekking gear shop, Curio Shops 
selling local artifacts, Locker room and a foot 
massagecentre.

Connectivity
The nearest airport is Jolly Grant 
Dehradun (187 Km).

It is well connected by road. 

The nearest railway station is 
Haridwar Railway Station. (208Km)



Adrenaline 
Pumping 
and Thrilling 
Activities of 
India
Spirit of Adventure/ Allure 
of Adventure Scale the 
heights of thrill or plummet 
to the depths of excitement 
or if you're truly daring, 
survey gorgeous lands and 
waters, while suspended 
in the sky. All this and 
more awaits you as you 
explore land, water and sky 
adventures in the country.
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From trekking, mountain biking and mountaineering 
in the secluded snow-capped Himalayas to surfing, 
rafting, scuba diving and snorkeling, there are a 

multitude of options for thrill seekers. India’s diverse 
terrain ensures optimum adrenaline-pumping for those 
looking to tread on the exhilarating side of a holiday.

 Here we are going to explore the destinations from all 
five regions of India. 

Cover Story
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The stark and pristine landscape of Ladakh, 
bound by rugged mountains, deep gorges 
and harsh terrain is ideal for adventure 

sports like trekking, mountain climbing, camping, 
etc. Moreover, the gurgling Indus and Zanskar 
rivers cutting through the scenery provide perfect 
backdrops for adventure in the water. 

Mountain Biking 
There are several mountain biking trails across 

Leh-Ladakh. Adventure seekers can bike on 
Khardung La, which is considered to be among 
the highest motorable roads in the world, along 
the shores of Pangong Lake, through the Warila 

pass, in the Nubra Valley, and by the banks of 
rivers Indus and Zanskar. Several tour companies 
organise day-long or multiple-day biking tours 
for individuals and groups. Along the way, bikers 
are treated to local cultures, homestays and food. 
Mountain biking is a great way to see the Leh-
Ladakh region for those who like to ride and are 
up for the adventure in the mountains. 

Chadar Trek
Chadar Trek can only be enjoyed during the 

winter months in Ladakh. It gets its name from 
the fact that, during winter, the rivers freeze and 
form a blanket of ice that forms the main terrain 
of this trek. Throughout the adventure, trekkers 

are walking on precarious icy formations, staying 
in caves filled with stalactites and stalagmites 
and encountering other snowy landscape. It is 
very important to have an experienced guide 
who leads the trek. The trek covers a distance of 
approximately 62 km, which takes about nine 
days to cover and scales a height of up to 11,000 
ft. The trek is mostly covered on the frozen River 
Zanskar and begins from the village of Chilling. 
February is considered to be the best time to 
complete this trek as the ice is most stable during 
that month.

River Rafting 
Due to the presence of two prominent rivers—

the Indus and the Zanskar—Ladakh offers 

amazing river rafting opportunities to thrill-
lovers. The Zanskar river features one of the best 
gorges for navigation in the world. Whitewater 
rapids are found in abundance as rafters head 
down the river and witness spectacular geological 
formations all around. 

Trekking 
Leh-Ladakh’s diverse terrain includes 

mountains, valleys and rivers, making it a haven 
for trekking enthusiasts. These treks navigate 
through remote villages and pristine locations, 
offering a peek into the life of villagers. Some 
of these treks may last for a few hours or a few 
days. Some popular routes include Lamayuru to 
Alchi trek, Ripchar Valley trek, Padum to Darcha 

North IndiaLadhak
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trek, Lamayuru to Stok Kangri 
trek, Markha Valley trek, Jhulum 
Hemis trek and the famous 
Chadar trek. The Chadar Trek 
can only be enjoyed during the 
winter months in Ladakh. 

Bactrian Camel Ride 
A prominent location on 

the ancient Silk Route, Nubra 
Valley, in Ladakh, is home to 
two-humped Bactrian camels, 
who were brought to the region 
from Central Asia. Today, these 
camels are the remnants of this 
glorious trading past and offer 
enjoyable rides around the 
sand dunes of Hunder in Nubra 
Valley. This experience can also 
be enjoyed at Agling, which is 
a Tibetan village close to Leh. 
The camel ride takes visitors 
to Stok and this journey takes 
about four hours to complete. 
Along the way, the terrain 
changes from lush greenery to a 
desert. Riding on the back of a 
camel is one of the most thrilling 
ways to explore this high 
altitude cold desert. Perched at 
an elevation of about 10,000 ft, 
Hunder is bordered by snow-
clad mountains that present a 
picturesque backdrop to the arid 
but mesmerising landscape.

Camping 
Camping in Ladakh is one of 

the most amazing experiences. 
Be it on the side of crystal-clear 
lakes, near Buddhist monasteries 
or gorgeous locations amidst 
a stark scenery, camping in 
Ladakh is must-try. Camps 
here feature semi-luxurious 
and luxurious tents with 
bathrooms, warm bedding and 
other amenities. They also have 
a central dining room. Camp 
Martsemik La, Wonderland 
Camp and Camp Watermark are 
the popular camps near Pangong 
Lake. The Mystique Meadows 
Camp, Valley Flower Camp and 
Double Humped Camp Hunder 
are some of the popular spots 
in Nubra Valley. The Chamba 
Camp at Thiksey is one of the 
most luxurious camps in India. 
The camps vary in their costs: 
some are great for backpackers, 
other are mid-budget while 
the rest are luxurious. The 
camps usually help guests chart 
out itineraries, organise local 
tours and also set up bonfires 
and other activities within the 
premises.

A Vacation 
is never 
complete 

without some 
adventure. When 
you talk about a 
fulfilling holiday, 
you can never miss 
the various adventure 
sports available in the 
State of Jharkhand, be 
it parasailing, hot-air 
balloons or many other 
water sports, you can 
have a lot of fun here.

Aerosports (Glider)
The Jharkhand Flying Institute (Gliding) 

of Jharkhand State is situated at State Capital 
Ranchi and the holy city of Deoghar. JFI 
has grown to be a close knit institution 
with emphasis on Cross-Country flying and 
a strong social group of friends, Gliding 
enthusiastic, the group of aviators from 
young and old, male and female. Gliding is 
truly a sport for all. For an Air Experience 
Flight at Deoghar Airfield one can visit any 
day throughout the year, round the weather 
permitting.  Your joy flight will take place in 
one of their club's two seat gliders, and will 
last up to the individual desire. Their pilot will 
fly the take-off and landing, and passenger 
is welcome to have a go at the controls in 
between, or just relax and enjoy the view 
of holy city nearby sightseeing and view of 
Lord Shiva (Baba Baidyanath). Additionally 
they provide full time GPL course to build 
the carrier as Glider Pilot and provide hobby 
training for interested hobby flyers.

Hot Air Balloon Show
You can have an amazing experience of the 

hot air balloon adventure sport that is among 
the oldest successful technology of human-
carrying flight. If you want to observe the 
gorgeousness of the nature from the sky, this 
activity is waiting for you. Experts offer you 
proper training before the take off of your flight.

Water Sports
Around 8 km North-East of Giridih, this water reservoir is among the best sports providing you water related 

adventure sports and bird-watching activities. You can get an amazing panoramic view of Khandoli site from a watch 
tower and 600 feet high hillock. You can get the adventure of elephant and Camel Safari and many other amusement 
facilities like Boating, Rock-climbing, Parasailing and Kayaking.

Parasiling Training
Giridih offers a remarkable space for an exciting aero sport parasailing, in which you will be sailing in the air up to 

an altitude of 300 feet through a half cut orange shaped parachute called 'Parasail' that is dragged through a rope linked 
to a jeep on land or by a motorboat above water. You will be having a thrilling and exciting experience at this height in 
the absence of any engine, sound or pilot.

East IndiaJharkhand
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Goa is a complete adventure destination 
which can leads to a life high on thrill!

Water Sports
If you love water sports, you cannot find 

a better place than Goa. From swimming to 
snorkelling, an array of options are on offer 
at several beaches. Some of them include 
windsurfing, waterskiing, jetskiing, parasailing, 
banana boat riding, scuba diving, catamaran 
sailing and a lot more. Sunset and moonlight 
cruises, dolphin cruises and other adventurous 
cruises are also available.

Surfing
For those who like to ride the waves, surfing 

in Goa provides the perfect kind of adrenaline-
pumping adventure. Many of Goa’s beaches 
provide waves that are suitable for this activity. 
Try Mandrem Beach for the best opportunities to 
surf.

Scuba Diving
The waters in Goa are safe and temperate and 

the absence of riptide currents makes them ideal 
for beginners. Goa’s waters also boast a bounty 
of coral reefs and rich aquatic life, making them 
a treat for divers who get clear visibility. Several 
international diving institutes are affiliated to 
local clubs here and visitors can easily take 
classes. Sao Jorge Island and Grande Island are 
great spots for scuba diving in Goa.

Walking Tours
One of the best ways to explore Goa’s cultural 

districts is on foot. Specialised tour guides offer 
interesting takes on local architecture, food and 
heritage on walking tours that are organised 
across the state. Panjim Market, which is said 
to be the pulse of Goa, is one of the best spots 
to start your tour. Enjoy Goa’s pleasant weather 
as you stroll around this early morning market 
that bustles with locals and shoppers setting up 
their wares. You can get budgeted buys on local 
handicrafts as well as knick-knacks. 

Following the temple trail in Goa can be 
an unforgettable experience. Old Goa remains 
steeped in history and its rich heritage is reflected 

West India
in various monuments and churches. You can also 
sign up for tours conducted through various spice 
plantations in rural Goa that give visitors a peek 
into the cultivation of these fragrant condiments.

River Cruises
Panaji is located on the banks of River 

Mandovi, and plenty of entertaining river cruises 
– of varied durations - can be experienced with 
the state capital as your base. All cruises begin 
their tours from the Santa Monica jetty near 
Mandovi bridge. The Goa Tourism Development 
Corporation (GTDC) operates hour-long cruises, 
which offer live performances of Goan folk songs 
and dances by local artistes. These are usually 
aboard the Santa Monica or Shantadurga boats.

On some days of the week, two-hour-long 
dinner cruises are also on offer along with a 
backwater cruise that takes you past the Adil 
Shah Fort, a series of colonial structures and 
the promenade festooned with fairy lights, to 
Miramar Beach before returning to Santa Monica 
jetty.

Goa
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Life should not be a journey to an easy 
goal, and if you’re really serious to enjoy 
life, embark on and taste adventure, and 

enjoy the pleasure of vibes, discover and learn 
life lessons.

Rock Climbing
Rock climbing in Bhongir is quite 

popular among people who yearn to face 
the thrill of living on the edge. These 
adventurous activities are a perfect exercise 
to instill the attitude of adventure, which 
is also key to build a strong personality. 
Scores of youngsters and corporate 
employees make it to Bhongir to scale the 
hill that has become a hub of adventure 
sports for people who enjoy the sense of 
adrenaline rush. Even private organizations 
organize rock-climbing sessions at this 
place.

Trekking
Vikarabad is a 

charming place 
where one can 
derive pleasure in 
trekking. In fact, 
it is one of the 
favourite trekking 
spots for people 
who crave for 
adventure close 
to Hyderabad 
city. This place is 
covered with red 
soil, containing a 

mixture of rock and loose soil; therefore, it 
is a thrilling place for Rappelling and Rock 
Climbing.

There are two different trails for the 
people coming here to have an adrenaline 
rush. The forest is an ideal place even for 
beginners. Vikarabad is surrounded by 
many small hills, making it convenient 
for trekking and apart from this; one can 
also enjoy some wild adventures in the 
Vikarabad forest. Tourists enjoy forest trails 
by traversing some of the interior regions of 
the forest where they enjoy photographing 
the panoramic views and wildlife, fresh 
water streams and the verdant greenery.

South IndiaTelangana
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Madhya Pradesh- The heart of incredible 
India offers the best adventure 
opportunities to its tourists. From river 

rafting, mountaineering, jungle safari, heritage 
walk to food walk, there is something for everyone. 
If you as a tourist, really got bored of those regular 
travels then trying out adventure activities will 
fill you with joy. Gear up to discover some really 
thrilling and soft adventure in Madhya Pradesh.

Cycle Tours
If you are looking for places to explore 

via bicycle then there are various routes 
(Vidisha- Udaigiri, Indore-Mhow- Patalpani-
Choral, Jabalpur- Bhedaghat, Bhopal –
Halali and Bhopal - Kerwa Dam - Bhopal) 
to experience. Best for nature lovers and 
adventure enthusiasts, this routes offers plenty 
of scenic views on the way and you won’t 
be disappointed to peddle your way through 
countryside hills. Take a break from your 
everyday life and set out on a road trip to 
discover the true essence of Madhya Pradesh.

Tiger Safari 
Encounter tigers and other animals in their 

territories by taking a wildlife safari tour at the 
six tiger reserves in Madhya Pradesh namely 
Kanha, Bandhavgarh, Satpura, Pench, Panna, 
and Sanjay-Dubri. Jeep safari is the best way to 

explore the wildlife in Madhya Pradesh.
Maximising the thrill and excitement of 

these adventure enthusiasts, Bandhavgarh Tiger 
Reserve and National Park has introduced 
India's first Hot Air Balloon Safari for tourists.

River Rafting in Orchha
River Rafting is another thrilling sport that 

adventure enthusiasts can try out in Betwa 
River, Orchha. The activity will not only give 
the taste of thrill but provide you a fine view of 
regal Orchha Chattris which are nestled near 
the river. The best time to do river rafting in 
Orchha is during August to February.

Zip Lining in Kerwa Dam, 
Bhopal

Kerwa Dam in Bhopal is known for its 
wide-ranging activities. The most popular of 
all is the zip lining at Flying Fox. The zip lines 
here are one of the longest twin zip lines in 
India. So why wait? Experience the thrill.

Cable Car Ride in 
Bhedaghat

Gazing the marble rocks and Dhuandhar 
falls of Bhedaghat through Cable Ride is the 
most rewarding experience for any tourists. 
Other than the cable ride, you can also choose 
to sail through the marble rocks to catch a 

closer view. The sail becomes even more 
memorable on full moon as you get to witness 
the soaring rocks sparkling naturally at night.

Kayaking and boating in 
Bhopal Lake

The best way to unwind yourself is to do 
boating amidst nature. Explore the options of 
boating and cruising at Boat Club in Bhopal. 
Kayaking is another exciting water sport that 
requires a lot of technique to perform. If you 
are fond of aqua activities then give kayaking a 
shot in the lakes of Bhopal.

Parasailing, Paragliding, 
Rock Climbing in the Hills 
of  Pachmarhi

Pachmarhi is the only hill station of Madhya 
Pradesh that boasts of exciting aerial activities. 
Parasailing and Paragliding are the exhilarating 
sports that will give you an adrenaline rush. 
Other activities that suit the landscape of  
Pachmarhi are Rock Climbing and Trekking.

So, this was a small sneak peek of the 
activities that can be discovered in Madhya 
Pradesh. Being the best state to experience 
adventure tourism, you can satisfy your hunger 
for adventure with several other soft and 
thrilling activities too!

Central India

Madhya Pradesh
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Meghalaya will help you discover yourself 
– all you need is to take the plunge. From 
scenic hikes and treks to exploring some 

of the planet’s most formidable caves and cascades, 
there is a lot of adventure in store.

Caving
For millions of years, the greatest sculptor – 

Mother Nature – has been and continues to be at 
work under the imposing cliffs and mountains of 
Meghalaya. Some narrow, some tall, and some 
incredibly deep, the caves of Meghalaya are 
carved as water meets limestone and sandstone, 
creating otherworldly formations and eco-
systems underneath our feet hiding magnificent 
formations, rare species and fossils from millions 
of years ago.

Regular visitors can enjoy a teaser of this 
wonderful underground world at accessible caves 
like Arwah and Mawsmai while Krem Dam and 
Krem Riblai offer extra thrill because of their 
unconquered nature. Veteran spelunkers and fully 
equipped adventurers have been forging into the 
subterranean frontiers on Meghalaya’s southern 
edge every year during the dry season.

Krem Puri was recently established as the 
longest sandstone cave in the world. Krem Labit 
Kseh is known for its gypsum flower formations 
while Krem Tyngheng is known for its magical 
crystal formations and deep waterways. Krem 
Khung and Krem Chympe in the Jaintia Hills are 
known for their large passageways.

There are caves across the length and breadth 
of the state. Siju Cave is one of the most 
legendary caves in the Garo Hills, a cave of bats 
known for its impressive entrance and a nexus of 
underground streams and rivers.

People can explore some of these most 
mystical and rarely breached caverns and 
cave systems with an expert team using all the 
necessary caving equipment. Winter season 
(November to February) is the best time for cave 
exploration in Meghalaya.

Hikes and Treks
There are countless trails and trekking 

routes for those who want to experience 
Meghalaya on foot. The dry winter months 
are the best time for such endeavours. On a 
Meghalaya trail, expect amazing landscapes 
and friendly interactions wherever you go. 
Some of the more extreme trails require a lot 
of climbing, while some require you to swim. 
Here are some of the popular, easier ones 
that offer you a memorable time and lots of 
beautiful scenes such as

David Scott Trail, Shillong Peak Hike and 
Tura Peak Hike. 

In addition to these popular moderate 
treks, there are several other more immersive 
and physically demanding trails that will 
reward you with unique experiences and of 
course, arresting scenery. You can enjoy a multi-
day sojourn into the deep jungles of Pynursla as 
you follow centuries-old stone paths punctuated 
by root bridges. The Nongriat-Rainbow Falls trail 
is another spectacular experience – one of the star 
attractions on the way is the double-decker root 
bridge of Nongriat but it is just a small slice of 
the complete cake.

The hike to the head of Nohkalikai Falls takes 
you to a natural stone gate that hangs over the 
thundering cascades and the verdant gorges. 
Another popular hike is the one up and down the 
slopes of Laitlum canyon. The legendary Kyllang 
Rock in the West Khasi Hills offers an intense but 
short trek.

Kayaking and Rafting 
Meghalaya’s fresh and rapid rivers provide 

a stage for rafting and kayaking enthusiasts. 
Rapids of all grades attract paddlers from all over 
the world during October and November. The 
immediate post-monsoon weeks are the best as 
the water is still powerful while the climate is 
relatively dry providing perfect conditions for 
those who want to test themselves. However, 

the activity is not restricted to these few months. 
There are also many perennial lakes and stretches 
of flat river beds that allow for basic paddling 
throughout the year.

Amateur paddlers and those seeking to 
experience it for the first time can enjoy kayaking 
and pack rafting facilities in destinations like 
Mawphanlur, Mawlyngbna, and Shnongpdeng. 
Shillong Whitewater Village is located in Bhoi 
district (23 kms from Shillong) and is a great 
place for beginners to learn and experience basic 
paddling. Located on the banks of the Umtrew 
River, Shillong Whitewater Village also boasts 
some challenging rapids. Apart from these places 
which offer onsite experiences, regular kayaking 
rental centres are not available in Meghalaya so 
expert paddlers who look to explore the famous 
rapids in the interiors bring their equipment.

The riverine areas of the state, the dramatically 
ever-changing topography, and the fact that this 
region receives the highest rainfall on the planet 
are the main factors to the wealth of paddling 
opportunities, including some of the most 
astounding whitewater stretches you will find 
anywhere.

North East India

Meghalaya



India is renowned for its diverse culture, 
heritage, temple architecture, rivers, and 
wildlife. The mighty Himalayas, the deep 

Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, and the Indian 
Ocean surround the country. India attracts a big 
number of tourists from all over the world due to 
its unique attractions. As a result, India is regarded 
as a major tourist destination that provides 
visitors with a diverse range of experiences. To 
boost up the same pace of Tourism the Ministry of 
Tourism has undertaken the following programs, 
activities and initiatives.

Essence of India
Ministry of Tourism is planning targeted programmes in order to boost 

Domestic Tourism throughout the country. The Ministry has undertaken 
the various activities/initiatives to promote Domestic Tourism.

Shri Narendra 
Modi, Prime Minister, 
India

World Heritage 
Site
Ramappa 
Temple
Congratulations to everyone, 

specially the people of Telangana.
The iconic Ramappa Temple 

showcases the outstanding 
craftsmanship of great Kakatiya 

dynasty. I would urge you all 
to visit this majestic Temple 
complex and get a first-hand 
experience of its grandness.

Dholavira- The 
Harappan city

I am absolutely delighted 
by this news. Dholavira was 
an important urban centre and 
is one of our most important 
linkages with our past. It is a 
must visit, especially for those 
interested in history, culture and 
archaeology.

Inside Track

• Vedika Sharma
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Shri G Kishan Reddy, Tourism 
Minister, Government of India

Employment
Tourism has always been 

a strong driver for economic 
growth in the country. In 
2019, the industry contributed 
USD 194 billion to the Indian 
economy and created about 40 
million jobs, which is 8% of its 
total employment. Tourism has 
one of the highest job creating 
potentials across all sectors.

Vaccine 
With 50 crore COVID vaccines administered, we have 

proven to the world that India is emerging from the pandemic 
with the concerted efforts of our people, health care providers 
& the Shri Narendra Modi govt! 

World Heritage Site
Ramappa Temple

It gives me immense pleasure to share that UNESCO has 
conferred the World Heritage inscription to Ramappa Temple 
at Palampet, Warangal, Telangana. On behalf of the nation, 
particularly from people of Telangana, I express my thanks to 
Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi for his guidance & support.

I congratulate the entire team of Archaeological Survey 
of India (ASI) for their untiring efforts towards making the 
Ramappa Temple a World Heritage Site. I would also like to 
thank the Ministry of External Affairs for their efforts under the 
guidance of Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi.
Dholavira- The Harappan city

It's a moment of pride to share with my fellow Indians 
that Dholavira is now the 40th treasure in India to be given 
UNESCO World Heritage tag, another feather in India’s cap 
as we now enter the Super-40 club for World Heritage Site 

inscriptions.

The Ministry of Tourism 
has revised the Guidelines 
for Scheme of Market 
Development Assistance 
(MDA) for promotion 
of Domestic Tourism in 
November 2020 to enhance 
the scope and reach of 
the scheme. As per the 
guidelines, the stakeholders 
are provided with financial 
support for the promotion of 
Domestic Tourism. Additional 
promotional activities 
have been incorporated 
including online promotions 
and the extent of financial 
assistance permissible 
has been enhanced. 
Tourism Departments of 
State Governments / UT 
Administrations are also 
now eligible for obtaining 
financial support under the 
scheme.

Development and 
promotion of Tourist Sites/

Destinations is primarily 
the responsibility of 
State Governments/UT 
Administrations. However, 
Ministry of Tourism provides 
financial assistance to States/
UTs for development of 
tourist destinations based 
on detailed project reports 
submitted by them.

Ministry of Finance, GoI 
has recently announced new 
loan guarantee to more than 
11,000 registered Tourist 
Guide/Travel and Tourism 
Stakeholders, so that they 
could discharge their 
liabilities and restart business 
impacted due to COVID-19. 
Loan will be provided with 
100% guarantee upto the 
following limits:

•Rs. 10,00,000 for TTS 
(per agency)

•Rs. 1,00,000 for tourist 
guides licensed at Regional 
or State Level.

Market Development Assistance

Activities /Initiatives to promote 
Domestic Tourism by MoT
•   Dekho Apna Desh Webinars.
•   Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat: various activities like road shows, Fam trips, B2B 
Meetings, Quiz programmes, webinars between paired States / UTs to promote Ek 
Bharat Shrestha Bharat.
•   Aerial photography of key cities and cultural assets (Delhi, Chennai, Kolkata, 
Mumbai, Bengaluru, Udupi, Aurangabad, Iconic Tourist sites) across the country 
during lockdown.
•   Regular consultations with industry stakeholders on issues related to opening 
up of Tourism sector.
•   Handling of tourists, protocols of safety and security, services standards etc.
Domestic Tourism Promotion Campaign throu_gh Webinars, social media and 
other digital platforms.
•   Dekho Apna Desh Campaign has been the mainstay of Domestic Promotion. 
The main focus is to rebuild the trust of the domestic & international travellers in 
terms of India being safe destination to travel in post Covid Scenario.

Inside Track
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The Ministry of Tourism has recognized the immense 
potential of Rural Tourism and has been actively 
working on promotion and development of this 

niche area of tourism.
The Ministry of Tourism has accordingly 

formulated a Draft National Strategy and Roadmap for 
Development of Rural Tourism in India - An initiative 
towards Atmanirbhar Bharat.  Driven by the spirit 
of “Vocal for Local”, rural tourism can contribute 
significantly to the mission of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. 

In order to develop rural tourism in the country, the 
strategy focuses on the key pillars like Model policies 
and best practices for rural tourism, digital technologies 
and platforms for rural tourism, developing clusters 
for rural tourism, marketing support for rural tourism, 
capacity building of stakeholders, governance and 
institutional framework.

In order to make the document more comprehensive, 
Ministry of Tourism has invited feedback/ comments/ 
suggestions on the draft National Strategy and Roadmap 
from all the State Governments/UT Administrations.  

Further, recognizing the potential of rural tourism in 
the country, the Ministry of Tourism has identified Rural 
Circuit as one of the thematic circuits under Swadesh 
Darshan Scheme for development aimed at leveraging 
tourism as a force multiplier for revitalizing the rural 
economy and for giving both domestic and international 
tourist glimpse of the rural aspects of the country.

Ministry of Tourism has taken several 
steps to promote India as a Medical 
and Health Tourism Destination.

In order to provide dedicated institutional 
framework to take forward the cause of 
promotion of Medical Tourism, Wellness 
Tourism and Yoga, Ayurveda Tourism 
and any other format of Indian system 
of medicine covered by Ayurveda, Yoga, 
Unani, Siddha and Homeopathy (AYUSH), 
Ministry has constituted a National Medical 
& Wellness Tourism Board with the 
Minister (Tourism) as its Chairman.  The 
Board works as an umbrella organization 
that promotes this segment of tourism in an 
organized manner.

Ministry of Tourism has formulated a 
draft National Strategy and Roadmap for 
Medical and Wellness Tourism.  In order to 
make the document more comprehensive, 
Ministry of Tourism has invited feedback/ 
comments/ suggestions on the draft 
National Strategy and Roadmap from 
identified Central Ministries, all the State 
Governments/UT Administrations and 

industry stakeholders. 
Brochure, CDs and other publicity 

material to promote Medical and health 
tourism have been produced by the Ministry 
and the same are widely distributed and 
circulated for publicity in target markets.

Medical and health tourism have 
been specifically promoted at various 
international platforms such as World Travel 
Mart, London, ITB, Berlin, Arabian Travel 
Mart etc.

‘Medical Visa’ has been introduced, 
which can be given for specific purpose to 
foreign travelers coming to India for medical 
treatment. ‘E- Medical Visa’ has also been 
introduced for 166 countries.   

Ministry of Tourism provides financial 
assistance under Market Development 
Assistance (MDA) Scheme to Medical/
Wellness Tourism Service Providers and 
Wellness Centres accredited by NABH 
for participation in Medical/Tourism 
Fairs, Medical Conferences, Wellness 
Conferences, Wellness Fairs and allied Road 
Shows.

Medical and Health

RuralTourism

Tourism
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Promotion and development of 
Tourism is primarily undertaken 
by the State Governments/Union 

Territory Administrations. However, 
Ministry of Tourism under its schemes 
of Swadesh Darshan and PRASHAD 
provides financial assistance to State 
Governments/UT Administrations/
Central Agencies for development of 
tourism infrastructure and facilities in 
the country including Maharashtra. 
Submission of projects proposal by the 
State Governments and its sanctioning is a continuous process. The projects for 
development under the schemes are identified in consultation with the State 
Governments/UT Administrations/Central Agencies and are sanctioned subject 
to submission of project proposals, their adherence to relevant scheme guidelines, 
submission of suitable detailed project reports, availability of funds and utilization 
of funds released earlier.

Ministry of Tourism has provided financial assistance of Rs.19.06 crore to 
Maharashtra Coastal Circuit Development of Sindhudurg Coastal Circuit (Shiroda 
Beach), Sagareshwar, Tarkarli, Vijaydurg (Beach & Creek), Devgad (Fort & 
Beach), Mitbhav, Tondavali, Mochemad and Nivati Fort) in 2015-16 and  Rs.54.01 
crore in 2018-19 for Spiritual Circuit -Development of Waki-Adasa,  Dhapewada, 
Paradsingha, Chota Taj Bagh, Telankhandi- Girad.

Under PRASHAD Scheme of Ministry of Tourism, Rs.37.81 crore were 
sanctioned for development of Trimbakeshwar in 2017-18.

Ministry of Tourism, Government of India promotes India as a holistic tourism 
destination including Tiger Reserve, National Parks, hill stations, beaches, wildlife, 
heritage sites, historical places and temples. As a part of its ongoing activities, 
releases print, electronic, online and outdoor media campaigns in the domestic and 
International markets, under the Incredible India brand-line, to promote tourism 
products and destinations in the country. The Ministry also promotes tourism 
destinations and products through its websites and publicity and promotional 
material produced by it from time to time.

Eco tourism has been identified as 
one of the Niche Tourism areas for 
development in the country by the 

Ministry of Tourism.
Ministry of Tourism has recognized the 

immense potential of sustainable tourism in 
becoming a source of sustainable livelihoods 
and achieving the SDGs. The Ministry of 

Tourism has accordingly formulated 
a Draft National Strategy and Roadmap 
for Sustainable Tourism with focus on 
ecotourism.  In order to make the document 
more comprehensive, Ministry of Tourism 
has invited feedback/comments/suggestions 
on the draft National Strategy and Roadmap 
from identified Central Ministries, all the 

State Governments/ UT Administrations and 
industry stakeholders. 

Ministry of Tourism, under its Swadesh 
Darshan scheme, is developing theme-based 
tourism circuits in the country.  Eco Circuit 
and Wildlife Circuit are among the fifteen 
thematic circuits identified for development 

under the scheme. The objective of the 
Swadesh Darshan scheme includes 

creating employment through 
active involvement of local 
communities and promoting 
community-based development 
and pro-poor tourism approach.  
Submission of project proposals 
by the State Governments/

Union Territory (UT) 
Administrations under the Swadesh 

Darshan Scheme is a continuous 
process. The projects for development under 
the scheme are identified in consultation with 
the State Governments/UT Administrations 
and are sanctioned subject to availability of 
funds, submission of suitable detailed project 
reports, adherence to scheme guidelines and 
utilization of funds released earlier.

HolisticTourism

Eco Tourism
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The development and promotion of 
tourism, including adventure tourism, 
enhancing safety and convenience 

at adventure tourism sites and conducting 
survey to recognise new sites for adventure 
tourism, is primarily the responsibility of 
the State Governments/ Union Territory 
Administration. However, Ministry of Tourism 
has recognized Adventure Tourism as a Niche 

Tourism Product to promote India as a 365 
days destination and attract tourists with 
specific interest.

Apart from above, Ministry of 
Tourism has also issued Guidelines for 
Approval of Adventure Tour Operators 
as well as provides Central Financial 
Assistance to State Governments/UT 
Administration for development of tourism 

infrastructure which also include those in 
Adventure Tourism destinations under the 
Swadesh Darshan Scheme for Integrated 
Development of Tourism Circuits. A set of 
Guidelines on Safety and Quality Norms 
known as Basic Minimum Standards for 
Adventure Tourism Activities has also been 
formulated to boost adventure tourism in 
the country. 

Adventure

In yet another landmark 
achievement, India’s 
nomination of Rudreswara 

Temple, (also known as the 
Ramappa Temple) at Palampet, 
Mulugu district, near Warangal 
in the state of Telangana  has been 
inscribed on UNESCO's World 
Heritage list. The decision was taken 
at the 44th session of the World 
Heritage Committee of UNESCO. 
Ramappa temple, a 13th century 
engineering marvel named after its 
architect, Ramappa, was proposed 
by the government as its only 
nomination for the UNESCO World 
Heritage site tag for the year 2019.

World Heritage Site inscribed on UNESCO’s World 
Heritage List

39th World Heritage Site: Rudreswara Temple

Tourism
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India’s nomination of Dholavira, 
the Harappan City in the Rann 
of Kutch, Gujarat has been 

inscribed on UNESCO's World 
Heritage list. India submitted the 
nomination dossier for Dholavira: 
A Harappan City to the World 
Heritage Centre in January, 2020. 
The site was on the UNESCO’s 
tentative list since 2014. Dholavira: a 
Harappan city, is one of the very few 
well preserved urban settlements in 
South Asia dating from the 3rd to 
mid-2nd millennium BCE.

With this successful 
nomination, India has 40 world 
heritage properties overall, 
which includes 32 cultural, 7 
natural and one mixed property. 
The Union Minister for Culture 
was referring to the countries 
that have 40 or more World 
Heritage sites and apart from 
India, this now contains Italy, 

40th World Heritage Site: 
Dholavira - the Harappan City

The Rudreswara temple was constructed in 
1213 AD during the reign of the Kakatiya 
Empire by RecharlaRudra, a general of 

Kakatiya king Ganapati Deva.The presiding 
deity here is RamalingeswaraSwamy. It is  
also knownas the Ramappa temple, after the 
sculptor who executed the work in the temple 
for 40 years.

The temple complexes of Kakatiyas have 
a distinct style, technology and decoration 
exhibiting the influence of the Kakatiyan sculptor. 
The Ramappa Temple is a manifestation of this 
andoften stands as a testimonial to the Kakatiyan 
creative genius. The temple stands on a 6 feet 

high star-shaped platform 
with walls, pillars and ceilings 
adorned with intricate carvings that 
attest to the unique skill of the Kakatiyan 
sculptors.

The sculptural art and decoration specific 
to the time and Kakatiyan Empire have an 
outstanding universal value. The distinct style of 
Kakatiyas for the gateways to temple complexes, 
unique only to this region confirm the highly 
evolved proportions of aesthetics in temple and 
town gateways in South India. 

European merchants and travelers were 
mesmerized by the beauty of the temple and 

Spain, Germany, China and France. The Minister also observed in his tweet how India has added 10 new 
world Heritage sites since 2014, and this is testimony to the Prime Minister’s steadfast commitment in 
promoting Indian culture, heritage and the Indian way of life.

one such traveler had remarked that the temple 
was the "brightest star in the galaxy of medieval 
temples of the Deccan".

Rudreswara 
(Ramappa) 

Temple
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Dholavira: a Harappan city, is one of the 
very few well preserved urban settlements 
in South Asia dating from the 3rd to 

mid-2nd millennium BCE. Being the 6th largest 
of more than 1,000 Harappan sites discovered so 
far, and occupied for over 1,500 years, Dholavira 
not only witnesses the entire trajectory of the rise 
and fall of this early civilization of humankind, but 
also demonstrates its multifaceted achievements in 
terms of urban planning, construction techniques, 
water management, social governance and 
development, art, manufacturing, trading, and 
belief system. With extremely rich artefacts, the 
well preserved urban settlement of Dholavira 
depicts a vivid picture of a regional centre with 
its distinct characteristics that also contributes 
significantly to the existing knowledge of Harappan 
Civilization as a whole.

The property comprises two parts: a walled 
city and a cemetery to the west of the city. The 
walled city consists of a fortified Castle with 
attached fortified Bailey and Ceremonial Ground, 

and a fortified Middle Town and a Lower Town. 
A series of reservoirs are found to the east and 
south of the Citadel. The great majority of the 
burials in the Cemetery are memorial in nature.

The configuration of the city of Dholavira, 
during its heyday, is an outstanding example of 
planned city with planned and segregated urban 
residential areas based on possibly differential 
occupational activities, and a stratified society. 
Technological advancements in water harnessing 
systems, water drainage systems as well 
architecturally and technologically developed 
features are reflected in the design, execution, and 
effective harnessing of local materials. Unlike 
other Harappan antecedent towns normally 
located near to rivers and perennial sources of 
water, the location of Dholavira in the island 
of Khadir was strategic to harness different 
mineral and raw material sources (copper, shell, 
agate-carnelian, steatite, lead, banded limestone, 
among others) and to facilitate internal as well 
as external trade to the Magan (modern Oman 

peninsula) and Mesopotamian regions.
Dholavira is an exceptional example of a 

proto-historic Bronze Age urban settlement 
pertaining to the Harappan Civilization (early, 
mature and late Harappan phases) and bears 
evidence of a multi-cultural and stratified society 
during the 3rd and 2nd millennia BCE. The 
earliest evidence can be traced back to 3000 BCE 
during the early Harappan phase of the Harappan 
Civilization. This city flourished for nearly 
1,500 years, representing a long continuous 
habitation. The excavated remains clearly 
indicate the origin of the settlement, its growth, 
zenith and the subsequent decline in the form of 
continuous changes in the configuration of the 
city, architectural elements and various other 
attributes.

Dholavira is an outstanding example of 
Harappan urban planning, with its preconceived 
city planning, multi-layered fortifications, 
sophisticated water reservoirs and drainage 
system, and the extensive use of stone as a 
building material. These characteristics reflect 
the unique position Dholavira held in the entire 
gamut of Harappan Civilization.

The expansive water management system 
designed to store every drop of water available 
shows the ingenuity of the people to survive 
against the rapid geo-climatic transformations. 
Water diverted from seasonal streams, scanty 
precipitation and available ground was sourced, 
stored, in large stone-cut reservoirs which 
are extant along the eastern and southern 
fortification. To further access water, few rock-cut 
wells, which date as one of the oldest examples, 
are evident in different parts of the city, the most 
impressive one being located in the citadel. 
Such elaborate water conservation methods of 
Dholavira is unique and measures as one of the 
most efficient systems of the ancient world.

Dholavira - The Harappan city
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Ashadha Purnima-Dhamma Chakra Day 
celebrations organised by the Ministry of 
Culture with its grantee body International 

Buddhist Confederation.
India celebrated its Buddhist heritage with 

President Shri Ram Nath Kovind and  Prime 
Minister Shri Narendra Modi extending greetings 
of Asadha Poornima and Guru Poornima to 
Indians and the global Buddhist community.

The day marks the establishment of the 
Sangha, on a full-moon day of the month of 
Asadha, in the Indian Sun calendar at the ‘Deer 
Park', Rsipatana in the current day Sarnath, near 
Varanasi, India. This is popularly also known as 
the day of the First Turning of Wheels of Dharma 
and is the second most important- sacred day of 
observance for Buddhists, after Vesak Buddha 
Poornima.

Earlier in the morning, a Boddhi Tree 
planting ceremony by President, was held in 
the Rashtrapati Bhawan lawns, to mark the day.  

Union Minister of Culture, Tourism & DoNER, 
Sh  G. Kishan Reddy in the presence of Ministers 
of State for Culture Sh. Arjun Ram Meghawal 
& Smt Meenakshi Lekhi, handed over the 
sacred sapling of the Holy Bodhi Tree especially 
brought from Bodh Gaya to the President Mr 
Ramnath Kovind for planting at a prominent 
spot. He also presented a memento of the Lord 
Buddha to the President .

Later, in his video address the Sh Kishan 
Reddy, highlighted that as India will be observing 
its 75th year of Independence & we will be 
celebrating Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav, the 
contribution of the Buddha and Buddhist heritage 
will form an important part of these celebrations.

The Prime Minister of Vietnam's message 
was read out by Mr Vu Chien Thang, Minister 
of Internal Affairs & Head of Department for 
Religious Affairs. The Prime Minister of Bhutan 
Dr. Lotay Tshering, gave a video address. Video 
messages were received from supreme heads of 

Sangha, eminent masters & scholars from several 
countries.

The day is also celebrated by Buddhists all 
over the world, as the day of Dharma Chakra Par-
vattana or “Turning of the Wheel of Dharma”. 
The event was directly relayed through webcast 
from the Mulagandhakuti Vihara temple Sarnath, 
the Maha Bodhi Temple, Bodhgaya (India) and 
chanting ceremonies from Maya Devi Temple, 
Lumbini, Nepal. Simultaneous prayer event was 
organized by Vietnam Buddhist Sangha at Quan 
Su Pagoda in Hanoi attended by senior most 
monks of Vietnam.

At the event organised at the Buddha Jayanti 
Park, New Delhi, the venerable sanghas chanted 
the Manglagatha under the Bodhi Tree which 
had been planted in 1965. The Minister of 
State for Culture, Mrs Meenakashi Lekhi while 
addressing the gathering reminded everyone that 
the teachings of the Buddha were more relevant 
today to overcome stress and violence. The path 

Ashadha Poornima Dhamma 
Chakra Day 2021 
India celebrated its Buddhist heritage with President Shri Ram Nath 
Kovind and  Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi extending greetings 
of Ashadha Poornima and Guru Poornima to Indians and the global 
Buddhist community.

Culture Swap
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Shri Ram Nath Kovind, 
President, India
Buddhism goes much beyond the nearly 
550 million formally ordained followers of 
the faith. People belonging to other faiths 
& even sceptics & atheists feel attracted to 
the teachings of Buddha. The application of 
Buddhist values and principles in addressing 
issues of global concern will help in healing 
the world and making it a better place.

of truth, compassion and coexistence 
with all sentinel beings was the only 
way forward as shown by the Buddha. 

Flowers were also offered and 
Manglacharan was venerated by the 
Sangha members in the presence of the 
Holy Buddha Relics at the National 
Museum, New Delhi.

Inspired by the Buddha’s holistic 
and righteous teachings several nations 
come together to help India and Nepal 
in times of the Covid crisis under the 
International Buddhist Confederation’s 
initiative ‘Care for Prayer’. A short film 
on IBCs Covid Aid initiative regarding 
providing several hundred lifesaving 
equipment, machines, kits and oxygen 
cylinders which were distributed to 
various needy communities and in 
remote areas of the country.

Video Messages were received 
from Supreme Heads and Patriarchs 
of Buddhist Sangha from Thailand, 
Cambodia, His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama, Vietnam, Sri Lanka and many 
others. 

All the above celebrations & 
proceedings was watched live by 
millions  of Buddhists from around the 
world.
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Shri Narendra Modi 
Prime Minister, India

Shri G. Kishan Reddy 
Tourism Minister, India

Lord Buddha is all the more relevant in 
today’s times of Corona pandemic. India 
has shown how we can face even the most 
difficult challenge by following the path 
of the Buddha. Entire world is moving in 
solidarity following the teachings of the 
Buddha. In this, ‘care with prayer’ initiative 
of the International Buddhist Confederation 
is praiseworthy.

Harmony between our mind, speech and 
resolve and between our action and effort 
can guide us away from pain and towards 
happiness. This inspires us to work for 
general welfare during good times and gives 
us strength to face difficult times. Lord 
Buddha gave us eight-fold path to achieve 
this harmony.  

When Buddha, forged in the fire of 
sacrifice and endurance, speaks, then these 
are not mere words but an entire cycle of 
‘Dhamm’ begins and the knowledge flowing 
from him become synonymous with welfare 
of the world when Buddha himself is the 
preacher. Today, the nations of the world 

are also holding each other's hands and 
helping each other in the times of pandemic, 
following the path of service to humanity as 
shown by Buddha. 

Enmity does not quell enmity. Rather, 
enmity is calmed with love and by a big 

heart. In times of tragedy, the world has 
felt this power of love and harmony. As 
this knowledge of Buddha, this experience 
of humanity gets enriched, the world 
will touch new heights of success and 
prosperity.

Buddha’s teachings reinforce the 
message of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam - the 
world is one family - and Buddhism has a 
lot to offer not only to Buddhists but for 
everyone. The day is also celebrated as 
Guru Poornima. On this day we pay our 
respects and express gratitude to our gurus. 
Ashadha Poornima is not just a sacred 
day for Buddhists all over the world but 

a significant day for humanity as well. 
On this day, more than two thousand five 
hundred years ago, Buddha, the teacher, 
delivered his first sermon at Sarnath to 
his five colleagues who later became his 
followers. Once he attained enlightenment, 
Buddha ensured that humanity too 
benefitted from it. Buddhism and Hinduism 
have a close relationship. 

Guru Poornima is also associated with 
the birth of Veda Vyasa, the author of 
Mahabharata. Even today, Buddha’s eight-fold 
path continues to guide humanity. It provides 
a vision and guidance for world community 
to peacefully co-exist. The union minister 
extended his appreciation to The International 
Buddhist Confederation (IBC) for organizing 
this event. The organization has been 
instrumental in providing a common platform 
to Buddhists all over the world.

The Ministries of Tourism and Culture 
and the Indian Council of Cultural Relations 
along with the IBC have planned an 
international conference in late November, 
this year, in India. Scholars from all over the 
world would be invited for an enlightening 
discourse on Buddhism. This year as India 
celebrates its 75th Year of Independence 
with ‘Azadi Ka Armit Mahotsav’, the 
contributions of Buddha are also being 
celebrated.

India, as the home of Buddhism, will 
support the Buddhist community to share 
their heritage and wisdom. The Prime 
Minister has made tremendous efforts 
to nurture and promote India’s Buddhist 
legacy. Many sites of ancient stupas are 
being re-developed so that pilgrims from 
around the world can visit them. 

Culture Swap
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FICCI organized the virtual plenary session of the ‘2nd Travel, Tourism & Hospitality 
e-Conclave: Resilience & The Road to Recovery’

Recovery of the Tourism  
& Hospitality Sector

Arvind Singh, 
Secretary, Tourism, Government of India 

The pandemic caused 
severe setback to the 
tourism industry and 
the biggest challenge 
today is to accelerate 
recovery of the 
Indian tourism 
sector. It 
requires strong 
collaborations and 
engagements with 
the industry as well as 
with the state governments.

 The government is working on various 
areas and themes for the recovery of the sector- fiscal 
and regulatory relief measures, confidence-building 
measures, domestic tourism, opening of international 
travel, digitalisation of the tourism sector, and a new 
tourism policy and other sectoral strategies. Domestic 
tourism is showing signs of recovery in many parts 
of the country. Some states have reported an uptake 
in domestic tourism. Under the Dekho Apna Desh 
campaign, we are trying to create awareness about 
and promote unknown tourism destinations, and 
lesser-known facets of popular destinations. We are 
working with different states for a uniform policy 
for all states regarding COVID-19-related travel 
protocols to lift travel restrictions and to boost 
domestic travel.

The government is working with other ministries 
for a calibrated opening of international travel. We 
are in the process of finalising a media plan for 
overseas markets, and as and when it opens, we will 
release our media campaigns. We are also working 
with Indian missions abroad in promoting inbound 
tourism. The ministry is planning to appoint market 
representatives in certain markets.

We are in the process of drafting a new National 
Tourism Policy. We have got feedback from some 
stakeholders that focus on sustainable and responsible 
tourism.

There have been a lot of proactive steps that have 
been taken by various state governments. States 
like Karnataka and Maharashtra have already given 
industry status to the hospitality and hotel industry, 
which gives substantial relief in water and electricity 
tariffs. Other states have also given some relief 
depending on their financial resources. The general 
mood and trend is that the state governments are 
broadly supportive of the hotel and accommodation 
industry in this financial year.

Valsa Nair Singh, Principal Secretary, Tourism & Cultural 
Affairs, Government of Maharashtra 

Maharashtra worked on three verticals- policy level 
initiatives, infrastructure, and marketing and branding 
of domestic travel to boost the sector. This is a golden 
opportunity for us to promote domestic tourism. 
Maharashtra has a large number of outbound tourism 
and for the last two years we have been able to arrest 
it and getting them to ‘rediscover Maharashtra’ as a 
tourist destination. 

Sheo Shekhar Shukla, 
Principal Secretary Tourism, 
Culture and Public Relation Dept 
and MD, Madhya Pradesh Tourism 
Development Board, Government of 
Madhya Pradesh

The state has opened for domestic 

tourism and there are no restrictions 
for the travellers. The COVID situation is very 
much under control due to the ongoing successful 
vaccination drive in the state. Tourist destinations 
like Khajuraho, Amarkantak and Panchamarhi 
are fully vaccinated, and 30 other destinations 
have been shortlisted for complete vaccination 
by end of this month. Our frontline workers are 
being vaccinated on priority. The past month has 
been very successful for the hospitality sector 
in Madhya Pradesh, and we need to now focus 
on destination-based tourism. We are trying 
to develop destinations in a holistic manner. 
Wellness is the topmost agenda for us in Madhya 
Pradesh.

Pankaj 
Kumar 
Pandey, Secretary 
to Government, 
Tourism Department, 
Government of 
Karnataka 

A policy, like vaccination 
certificates, is needed to allow 
traveling to various states. We 
were the first state to come 
out with a protocol for the 
tourism sector. The state govt 
is working on various policies 
to aid the sector, among 
which is reducing property 
tax for all the hotels, resorts 
and amusement parks by 50 
per cent.
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Suman Billa, Director, 
United Nations World Tourism 
Organization (UNWTO), 
Technical Cooperation & Silk 
Road Development 

Countries that can achieve quick and 
complete vaccination are going to race 
ahead and kickstart their economies 
sooner. Countries that are prioritizing 
vaccination will reach optimum level 
of production sooner. This will widen 
economic disparities cross the world.

COVID will level playing fields across 
the globe and vaccination will play an 
important role in this aspect. Whether 
I am in Sri Lanka, India, or any part of 
the world, if I had my two shots of the 
vaccine and I have a certificate to prove 
it, I should be able to travel. There is 
going to be some amount of asymmetry 
on this front. From an Indian perspective, 
therefore, what we need to do is to well 
and truly open up travel, especially 
for those who are vaccinated. For 
international travellers, we need to jettison 
the principle of reciprocity.

Dr Jyotsna Suri, Past President, FICCI & 
Chairperson, FICCI Travel, Tourism and Hospitality 
Committee & CMD, The Lalit Suri Hospitality Group

While the last quarter of 2021 was brighter and was taking 
us upwards, things have started to look a little bleaker with the 
imminent third wave in the first quarter of this financial year. Various 
initiatives have been taken by the government to bail the sector out but 
most of those initiatives, especially the ones that pertain to liquidity, were 
planned before the second wave. In the current situation, we are sitting on a time bomb where six 
months from now we will have to be compliant with things that will be difficult for us to comply 
with.

Anil Chadha, Co-Chair, FICCI Travel, Tourism 
& Hospitality Committee, Chair, FICCI Hotels 
Committee & COO, ITC Hotels Tourism

The travel and hospitality sector is one of important sectors of 
the country, as well as globally. It has been the key instrument for 

economic development in many countries and is the single largest 
employer. Tourism contributes approximately 10 per cent to the 

Indian economy and is our biggest ambassador to the world. Foreign 
exchange earnings in 2019 were US $ 30 billion. India witnessed the strongest growth 
in the world in the number of jobs created in the travel and tourism sectors at 6.36 mn 
between 2014–19. In addition, the sector creates estimate 60 to 70 mn informal jobs.
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Hong Kong: Cultivating 
Business under the New 
Normal 
Hong Kong’s Largest Fair a Prelude to Strong Exhibition Resumption in Q3. 

Benjamin Chau, 
Deputy Executive 
Director of the 
Hong Kong Trade 
Development 
Council (HKTDC)

This year’s Hong 
Kong Book Fair 
attracted more 
than 830,000 visits over its seven-day run. 
The gradual recovery of the local economy 
will lead to the return of more physical 
public shows, and that the HKTDC is 
preparing to stage more exhibitions to 
give a further boost to the recovery.

O n the heels of Hong Kong topping 
the charts in The Economist’s 
‘Global Normalcy Index’#, the 

vibrancy in the city’s exhibition scene is 
demonstrating how Hong Kong continues 
cultivating business under the new 
normal —the Hong Kong Book Fair, the 
city’s largest annual fair, returned with 
fanfare this July with more than 830,000 
visits recorded, about 85 per cent of the 
pre-pandemic levels, all under a new 
standard of stringent hygiene and seamless 
operations. 

 The enthusiastic attendance of the Hong 
Kong Book Fair manifests that Hong Kong 
is ready to host large-scaled business 
events. The success also serves as an 
encouraging sign for the even stronger 
line-up of exhibitions in this quarter.

Strong line-up of events in Q3, double to 
that of Q2

Boosted by the momentum of the vibrant 
physical event scene in the second quarter, 
over 30 exhibitions have been scheduled 
in Q3, almost double the number of 
exhibitions in Q2. 

 The highly-anticipated large-scale events 
are set to return in Q3 – the 2021 Hong 
Kong Brands & Products Shopping 
Festival and the Puppy Summer Fun Expo 
in August, both debuting at AsiaWorld-
Expo (AWE); the 16th MICE Travel 
Expo & 35th International Travel Expo, 
Informa’s HOFEX and Jewellery & Gem 
World Hong Kong, and the HKTDC Hong 
Kong Watch & Clock Fair at the HKCEC.  

 Irene Chan, CEO of AWE said, “AWE is 
excited about the return of some of the 
city’s largest events starting in August 
and we are well-prepared with the latest 
hygiene enhancement and facilities 
upgrade to welcome everyone with top-
notch experiences.” 

World-class venues investing to set new 
standards

In a HK$600 million (US$77.4 million) 
refurbishment, AWE has equipped its 
venue with comprehensive hardware 
upgrades, including enhanced technology 

and connectivity to be the first in Hong 
Kong’s MICE industry to offer Wi-Fi 6, a 
brand-new movable hybrid meeting booth 
Mobile Studio, and an advanced ozone 
disinfection system to give venue users 
greater peace of mind. 

HKCEC, which has been hosting well-
attended exhibitions and conferences since 
January this year, has also created a high-
tech space, Harbour Studio, for staging 
online programmes against the spectacular 
backdrop of Hong Kong’s iconic Victoria 
Harbour, while its Five-year Advancement 
Project is progressing steadily to provide 
elevated experience to event organisers, 
exhibitors and visitors in the long term. 

Asia’s world city has proved that normalcy 
is borne out by how the exhibition industry 
quickly adapts to new norms, redefining 
the events for the future. 
With the fast-changing 
environment, Hong Kong 
continues to evolve to stay 
ahead, referencing the city’s 
recipe for success in putting 
hard work into practice, so 
that organisers and visitors 
can plan at ease for their 
next business events back 
in Hong Kong. 
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T he Mathildenhöhe artists' colony 
in Darmstadt is now a UNESCO 
World Heritage site; the spa towns of 

Baden-Baden, Bad Ems and Bad Kissingen 
have also been awarded the World Heritage 
title along with eight other sites as "Great 
European Spas." The decisions were 
announced by the UNESCO body at its 44th 
session in the Chinese city of Fuzhou at the 
weekend.

 Artists' Colony Mathildenhöhe 
Darmstadt 
The artists' colony Mathildenhöhe, founded 
in 1899 by the then Grand Duke Ernst 
Ludwig, was one of the most important 
centres of modern art and architecture in 
Europe and the world from the turn of the 
century until the beginning of the First 
World War. Young architects and artists 
were able to realize their ideas on this 
experimental field and build the bridge from 
Art Nouveau to New Objectivity, which 
eventually became a major impetus for 
the Bauhaus movement.

The overall ensemble includes the 
Wedding Tower designed by architect 
Peter Olbrich - today a landmark of 
the city of Darmstadt and an excellent 
vantage point over the entire Rhine-
Main plain, the central studio house, 
where works by the former 23 members 
of the artists' colony are presented in a 
permanent exhibition. Other eye-catchers 
in the extensive park with its sycamore 
grove and numerous sculptures are the 
Russian Chapel and the Lily Basin. In the 
surrounding residential area, the artists' 

villas convey an impression of the spirit 
of optimism at the beginning of the 20th 
century.

Germany’s historic castles, palaces and 
gardens are perfect for romantic trips, 
legendary tours and magical moments.” 
Romit Theophilus, Director for India, 
German National Tourist Office commented 
every visit to a UNESCO World Heritage 
site is a journey back in time to a shared 
cultural history. Germany is a absolute 
wonderland for impressive architectural 
monuments, historical towns and significant 
industrial sites.

Major spa cities in Europe 
Spas around medicinal springs have much 
more than a medical significance in Europe: 
the spa culture experienced its heyday 
between 1700 and the 1930s. At that time, 
urban ensembles were created that provided 
the architectural framework for recreation, 

culture and social life. Eleven European sites 
in seven countries make up the transnational 
project 'Major Spa Towns of Europe', which 
has now been recognized as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. In addition to the 
German spa towns of Baden-Baden, Bad 
Ems and Bad Kissingen, Spa, Vichy, Bath, 
Baden near Vienna, Montecatini as well as 
Franzensbad, Karlsbad and Marienbad have 
also been honoured.

The GNTB's current German.Spa.Tradition. 
campaign puts the spotlight on Germany's 
more than 350 certified spas and health 
resorts, their cultural tradition and their 
top-class medical and therapeutic treatments 
and wellness offerings. Even in the pre-
Corona period of 2019, Germany recorded 
7.2 million international overnight stays in 
spas and health resorts - eight percent of the 
total incoming volume. The pandemic has 
significantly increased interest in wellness 
and health vacations.

Germany: A Leading Cultural 
Destination in Europe

Germany's international esteem as the number one cultural destination in Europe is 
receiving further impetus from the current decisions of the UNESCO World Heritage 
Committee.
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Israel to Host Miss Universe 
Competition® 2021

The global MISS UNIVERSE® beauty pageant will be held for the first time in its 
history in Israel. The city of Eilat was chosen to be the host city of the competition, 
which will mark its 70th anniversary this year.

Israeli producer TaliEshkoli and Los 
Angeles-based producer Assaf Blecher 
are responsible for bringing the Miss 

Universe pageant to Israel, which will be 
run by the Miss Universe Organization 
in cooperation with the Israeli Ministry 
of Tourism and the Eilat Municipality. 
From the end of November, competition 
contestants will arrive in Israel for three 
weeks of TV events, which will be 
broadcast live around the world. These 
include the semi-final and final events, 
the national costume show, and other gala 
events such as the red-carpet event, events 
in the community, charity events and more. 
The 70th Miss Universe Competition 
will once again be hosted by legendary 
entertainer Steve Harvey.

Delegations from about 100 countries are 
expected to attend the pageant in Israel, 
including more than 1,200 members of 
official delegations, hundreds of journalists 
and TV crews, thousands of pageant 
enthusiasts and tourists, more than 100 
American celebrities, including top-tier 
artists and world-famous judges. Every 
year, the event is widely covered in the 
media, and it will add Israel to the map of 
countries that have previously hosted the 
prestigious pageant.

The choice of Israel as the host country 
once again underscores Israel’s 
attractiveness, its rich history and the wide 
variety of spectacular tourist and resort 
sites that Israel has to offer pageant viewers 
around the world. An international event of 

Outbound Connect

Eli Lankri, 
Acting Mayor of 

Eilat

The city of Eilat 
is happy and 
proud to host 

Miss Universe for 
the first time in 

Israel - the global 
beauty pageant in which beauty queens and 
delegations from 100 countries will enjoy 

the beauty of our resort city. Hundreds 
of millions more, from around the world, 
will watch the pageant and be exposed to 
Eilat’s stunning landscapes. The event, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of Tourism, 
will be held in the port of Eilat against 

the backdrop of spectacular views of the 
Gulf of Eilat, one of the most beautiful 

in the world, and the reddish hues of the 
Eilat Mountains. As a resort city that hosts 
three million holidaymakers and dozens of 
international sporting and cultural events 
every year, we are happy to host everyone 

coming to the pageant. Some will land 
at Eilat’s Ramon International Airport, 

and all will enjoy the resort city’s hotels, 
restaurants, attractions, shopping centres 

and Eilat's unique natural resources, 
including the sea and the desert. We 

thank the Miss Universe Organization, 
the Israel Ministry of Tourism, the Hotels 

Association, the Port of Eilat and the 
sponsors on the selection of Eilat as the 

host city.

Yoel Razvozov, Minister of Tourism, 
Israel

We in Israel are delighted to host the 
70th anniversary celebrations of the 

iconic Miss Universe pageant. Israel 
is a beautiful land of creativity and 

innovation and we have successfully 
faced the COVID-19 crisis head on. 

Therefore, today we are among the first 
countries to host an international event 
– the unifying Miss Universe. What a 

great opportunity!An event celebrating 
women’s empowerment, optimism, 

tolerance and desire for excellence, that 
crosses every geographical and national 

border. I fully hope that in December 
we will be celebrating not only the 

new Miss Universe here in Israel, but 
most importantly, the end of the world 
pandemic. I wish all participants good 

health and good luck and I look forward 
in seeing you all soon.
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this scale will positively impact awareness 
and image of Eilat and Israel as a leading 
tourism destination and a world-renowned 
international brand. 

The show will broadcast in nearly 160 
countries and territories across the globe.  
Global exposure to the Miss Universe pageant 
is estimated at about 1.3 billion people, who 
follow the pageant in broadcast, print and 
social media.  The very existence of the 
pageant in Israel will increase positive global 
exposure to Israel and brand Eilat and the State 
of Israel as destinations capable of hosting 
high-level international events, as has been the 
case with Eurovision (2019) and Giro d'Italia 
(2018). With hotel stays and pageant-related 
events such as rehearsals, filming, tours and 
participation in other events taking place over a 
three-week period, the pageant will contribute 
to Eilat’s economy and serve as a major growth 
engine for Israel and its domestic and incoming 
tourism.

The Miss Universe Organization (MUO) is a 
global community that empowers women to 
realize their goals through experiences that 
build self-confidence and create opportunities 
for success.  The organization’s programs 
provide the women who participate in an 
international platform to affect positive 
change through influential humanitarian and 
professional efforts. The contestants and 
titleholders are leaders and role models in 
their communities, develop personal and 
professional goals, and inspire others to do 
the same. 

ItamarElitzur, CEO, Eilat Hotel Association 
said “The Eilat Hotel Association is proud 
and excited to be a significant part in 
the hosting of the global Miss Universe 
pageant in Eilat and welcomes the fruitful 
cooperation between Eilat Mayor Mr. Eli 
Lankri and the Israel Ministry of Tourism. 
There is great importance in hosting 
significant and large events for the resorts 
of Eilat, which will place the pearl of 
Israel's tourism on the map of international 
organizers as a city with potential for 
performances by leading artists, for sports 
competitions and entertainment shows and 
will promote international tourism, especially 
during the winter season.”

Amir Halevi, 
Director-General, 
Tourism Ministry

We are proud 
to host the 70th 

anniversary 
celebrations of 

the Miss Universe 
pageant in Eilat 
– a year-round sea and sun resort city. We 

see this event as an opportunity to leverage 
Eilat and the Negev as an attractive tourism 

destination. The pageant will expose millions 
of viewers around the world to the Israeli 

desert, with its spectacular natural beauty, the 
meeting point of the Eilat mountains with the 
Red Sea, the breath-taking desert craters and, 

of course, the pleasant winter weather – a 
place that is a refuge from the cold winter 

climes of North America and Europe. I 
believe that, by the end of December, the 

tourism industry will begin to sprout buds of 
recovery from the crisis and the pageant will 

even encourage the return of international 
flights into Ramon Airport.
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Tali Eshkoli, 
Miss Universe 

producer in 
Israel

Israel once 
again proves 
that it stands 

alongside leading 
countries of 

the world that are capable of hosting 
international events of such significant 
size. For many months, and as a natural 

continuation of producing the Eurovision 
Song Contest in Israel, we have been 
working day and night to bring in the 

right partners and bring the competition 
to Israel. I am happy and excited to 
produce this huge event here for the 

first time. The leading professionals in 
the country will join us and mobilize 
to successfully host the thousands of 

members of the delegations, journalists 
and tourists who will come especially to 
Israel to take part in the event. Without a 
doubt, we have a great and extraordinary 
opportunity to expose Israel to hundreds 
of millions of viewers around the world, 
and I thank the Ministry of Tourism and 
the Eilat Municipality for their fruitful 

cooperation.
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Assaf Blecher, 
co-producer of 
Miss Universe 

Israel

For me, this is 
a dream come 
true. Having 
previously 

produced Miss 
Universe, I have been working for 

years to bring the production to Israel. 
I believed it would happen, mainly to 
showcase to the world the story of our 

country as a warm, loving and accepting 
country. The way in which Israel has 
dealt with the Corona pandemic over 

the past year and a 
half has also been 
a significant and 

decisive factor for 
the Miss Universe 
Organizers in their 

final choice of 
the Holy Land as 
the host country. 
We are prepared 
for any scenario 
and will act in 

accordance with 
the guidelines as 

required.
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Paula M. 
Shugart, 

president of the 
Miss Universe 
Organization

Israel has been 
on our shortlist 

of host countries 
for a number 
of years due to its rich history, beautiful 

landscapes, myriad of cultures and appeal as 
a global tourist destination.  As we sought an 
impressive location for our 70th anniversary 

celebration, it became clear through our 
conversations with acting Mayor Lankri 

and the Israeli Ministry that Israel has the 
best resources to host MISS UNIVERSE in 
December. We look forward to deepening 
our commitment to creating meaningful 
cultural conversation, connection and 

understanding through this partnership.



36        trendy travel trade with food & shop August 2021

The Guardians 
of New Zealand's 
Rare, Remote and 
Remarkable

New Zealand is a paradise for flora and fauna, and unique due to its evolution in 
isolation for millions of years.

On July 28, World Conservation Day, 
New Zealand acknowledges all the 
inspiring individuals protecting species, 

passionate about preserving and celebrating 
them in the only place they exist, for future 
generations.

Take a sneak peek into the wonderful work done 
to conserve New Zealand’s indigenous species. 

Graeme Atkins, Tairāwhiti
When Graeme Atkins listened to tales from his 
grandmother as a child, he had no idea he would 
later make his career from them. Working as a 
ranger for the Department of Conservation for 
the last 30 years, Graeme protects some of New 
Zealand’s rarest plants and most remarkable 
lands.

His passion for taonga (treasure) and rongoā 
(traditional Māori medicine and medicinal 
use of plants), his protection for rare native 
plants such as white kakabeak/ngutukaka, the 
native iris mikoikoi, and dactylanthus plus his 
advocacy for restoring the health of the forests 
of the Raukūmara Range led him to receive 
New Zealand’s most prestigious conservation 
award last year, the Loder Cup. The Minister of 
Conservation at the time, Eugenie Sage called 
him “a true kaitiaki for indigenous biodiversity”.

Graeme's work and advocacy for restoring the 
health of the forests of the Raukūmara Range 

has helped secure a $34 million investment in Te 
Raukūmara Pae Maunga project. 

“80% of our plants grow only in New Zealand. 
Not to mention all the insects, lizards, bats, and 
birds that live nowhere else. Natives have to 
come first. Once we’ve lost special things from 
here, they’re gone for good. We have a moral 
responsibility to do what we can to get them to 
stay around for future generations.”

Bradley Shields, Nelson Tasman
It’s not common to identify a new bird 
population before you’re 18 years old. But 
Bradley Shields isn’t your average teenager. 
Noticing footprints in the mud on the edge of 
a swamp in an area of Nelson Tasman called 
Hadfield’s Clearing, it sparked an idea in 
Bradley to set up trail cameras and find out if his 
prediction of new a population was accurate.

“Because of a large kahikatea swamp in the area, 
it’s very rough and difficult to get into. It takes 
an hour to travel 100m. You get mud up to your 
knees in most parts, and you can’t see more than 
a metre in front of you at times.”

Around a month later they collected the 
cameras, and the footage confirmed the spotless 
crake was present. It’s a significant discovery for 
a bird at risk due to its declining numbers, and a 
notoriously secretive species.

Bradley’s passion is contagious, and it started at 

around 14 years old when he began noticing the 
remarkable wildlife in New Zealand and doing 
some research.Bradley keeps a list of what he 
spots every time he goes out, his current tally of 
New Zealand bird species is 157. Next on his 
wish list is the extremely secretive and relatively 
unstudied marsh crake.

Angus Stubbs, Speleologist, 
Waitomo
Angus Stubbs is a caveman. As the Operations 
and Health & Safety Advisor at Discover 
Waitomo, he spends much of his life in the 
subterranean world. 

His family have been in Waitomo for five 
generations, and having been born and raised in 
Waitomo, stalactites have been a part of his life 
as long as he can remember. The Stubbs family 
have helped sustain the land around the caves to 
ensure its protection and regeneration for future 
generations, as well as sustain the precious glow 
worm population. When he was young, local 
cavers would tie ropes around him and lower 
him into holes to see where they led.

Angus is passionate about sharing the cave 
world they've created with others. He thinks 
the people that make it to New Zealand are up 
for everything and loving life. He has guided 
Lord of the Rings director Peter Jackson, Hilary 
Clinton, and Katy Perry. 
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Fun facts about New Zealand and its 
ecosystem

•   80% of trees, ferns and flowering 
plants are found only in New Zealand

•   10-15% of the total land area of New 
Zealand is covered with native flora

•   Four of the native birds are flightless; 
kakapo parrot, the kiwi, the takahe, and 
the world's largest bird, the moa - which 
is now extinct!

•   The world's rarest dolphin, the 
Hector's dolphin, is found only in New 
Zealand

•   There are 14 national parks and 34 
marine reserves in New Zealand

•   Over 70% of New Zealand birdlife 
lives only in New Zealand

A devoted Tolkien fan, many of the sound 
effects for The Lord of the Rings trilogy were 
filmed in Ruakuri Cave. His daughter, Pippin, is 
even named after Frodo's Hobbit companion. 

The caves, which celebrated 125 years of 
guiding last year, are one of New Zealand's 
original and most visited tourist attractions. 
From peaceful guided walks to the extreme 
black water rafting adventures, there are many 
ways to explore this subterranean playground. 
Ruakuri Cave, opened 10 years ago, is 
the newest of these magnificent adventure 
playgrounds.

Angus' daily life includes rappelling into caves, 
ziplining in the dark through glow worms and 

tubing down rapids to climb up a waterfall 
to finish. To Angus, the underworld feels like 
home.

Ulva Goodwillie, Ulva Island
Ulva Island is the southern-most bird sanctuary 
in the world, and for Ulva Goodwillie it’s also 
her namesake.

Ulva Island is a small island, about 3.5km 
long lying within Paterson Inlet, part of 
Stewart Island/Rakiura. Almost all 267 
hectares of it are part of Rakiura National 
Park, and it remains one of the few predator-
free sanctuaries in New Zealand, a haven for 

threatened wildlife. 

Ulva runs guided walks on the island, making 
the most of the environment that Department 
of Conservation and the Ulva Island Charitable 
Trust have worked to sustain. Their proactive 
conservation efforts along with the people of 
Rakiura have created a thriving, natural habitat. 
Also playing a vital role is Detector Gadget, a 
rodent detector dog who keeps the island free 
of introduced pests and predators. 

“We have superb bird life because the bush is 
original, and there’s more than enough food for 
everybody. Birds that used to be in the canopy 
come down lower and lower as there’s nothing 
that’s going to impact on their survival.”
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The main objective behind this 
association is to introduce the 
Kingdom Friends, the new tourism 
faces of South Korea and engage 
consumers interested in Korea 
and its tourism by providing an 
incentive. The one-month long 
association from 23rd July 2021 to 
23rd August 2021 is now live on 
Korikart.com website. A Special 
page with the name Explore Korea 
with Kingdom Friends is being hosted on the website. The visitors 
on Korikart website can access this page from the offers section or a 
banner on the home page.
The page hosts The Kingdom Friends video and information. A 
special Q&A quiz is hosted at the bottom of the page. Post watching 
the video and participating in the QnA the customers will receive an 
offer code and by using that they can avail a 10% discount on their 
next purchase from Korikart’s website.
To spread the words for South Korea as a perfect travel destination 
and promote the association, KTO and Korikart are contributing in 
providing the 10% discount to approx. 1000 customers on a first 
come first serve basis.
South Korea has already opened its borders for quarantine free 
inbound tourism for fully vaccinated tourists from some countries, 
regular travel between South Korea and India remains restricted for 
now. However, as the COVID situation gets better globally and the 
rate of vaccination improves, tourism between the two countries 
may begin soon.

Korikart collaborates with Korea 
Tourism Organisation

Tourism Fiji welcome new CEO 
on board

Frankfurt invites you for a 
summer stroll

Tourism Fiji has announced 
the appointment of 
experienced tourism marketing 
senior executive, Brent 
Hill as Chief Executive 
Officer. Hill, who most 
recently was the Executive 
Director of Marketing for the 
South Australian Tourism 
Commission, brings over 
16 years of experience in 
tourism and digital marketing, 
advertising, branding, 
communications, campaign, 
and executive strategy to Fiji’s National Tourism Office. He replaces 
former CEO Matt Stoeckel, whose tenure ended in December 2020.

Commenting on Hill’s appointment, Tourism Fiji Chairman Mr. 
Andre Viljoen said: “We’re delighted to welcome someone of Brent’s 
calibre to this critically important role not just for Fijian tourism, but 
for the Fijian economy. Brent shone through in the extremely rigorous 
recruitment process initiated and conducted by the Board with PwC’s 
assistance, for a CEO to lead Tourism Fiji in these unprecedented 
times, where international tourism activityhas been zero for over a 
year now. His proven expertise, experience and ideas for the industry’s 
revivalare a perfect fit for Fiji’s current requirements.

The team from the Israel 
Ministry of Tourism’s 
India office led by Director 
Sammy Yahia, along with 
Consul General of Israel - 
Mr. Yaakov Finkelstein and 
Govardhan Eco Village’s 
Director - Shri Gauranga 
Das Prabhu met with the 
Honourable Shri Bhagat 
Singh Koshyari, Governor of Maharashtra on July 13, 2021, in Mumbai.  
The meeting was arranged to inaugurate the Indo-Israel Partnership 
for Experimental Learning between the Israel Ministry of Tourism and 
Govardhan Eco Village.
The Ministry of Tourism and Govardhan Eco Village are working 
closely together to curate a comprehensive 10-day course for the 
students that will expose them to Sustainable Ecosystems in India (3 
days) – at the Govardhan Eco Village, and in Israel (3 days), as well as 
an immersive cultural experience in Israel (4 days).  The Experimental 
Learning Partnership courses are being curated to attract approximately 
5,000 young Indian adults,over the next 3 years, in higher levels of 
education, to offer them the opportunity to experience Israel.
While the education program is still be designed, scholars will study 
the different aspects of sustainability in Israel, while increasing 
awareness of Israel’s excellent education system.  The cultural aspects 
of the course will include immersive experiences in different parts 
of Israel.  This could include visiting the Dead Sea Region – for its 
uniqueecosystem;Jerusalemfor its interesting history, architectureand 
cultural diversity;and Tel Aviv for its leading start-up ecosystem. 

Indo-Israel Partnership

Frankfurt is a perfect blend 
of old and new cultures, 
modernity, and rich traditions. 
With all attractions in the city 
centre, a stroll on the city’s 
cobbled streets is the best way 
to experience Frankfurt like 
a local. 
A stroll through the old 
town: Nestled between 
Frankfurt’s iconic locations- 
the Emperors’ Cathedral 
and Römer City Hall, you’ll 
find the “new old town”, a time-honoured location steeped in history 
and tradition. The beautiful New Old Town consists of three winding 
laneways, a number of hidden courtyards and a picturesque plaza 
known as the Hühnermarkt, adorned with an old fountain honouring 
Frankfurt’s famous dialect poet and one of Germany’s first democrats, 
Friedrich Stoltze.
Palmengarten or Frankfurt’s botanical garden is one of the most 
beautiful sights in the city. With over 22 hectares of tropical plants, the 
Palmengarten provides visitors a chance to meander through a jungle-
like tropical environment.
Walk along the Museum embankment: Frankfurt is home to over 60 
museums, 13 of which are located on the Main river embankment, 
including the Städel Museum, the Museumsufer and the Museum of 
World cultures. You can take a walk on the riverside promenade and 
visit a museum or two to experience the treasured history. 
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T his evening, at the Berlin Freedom 
Dinner, 3,000 Berliners are 
celebrating a special event on the 

runway of the former airport at Berlin Tegel 
and sending a message to the world: “Berlin 
loves you!“ By arranging 1,018 dinner tables 
on an area 800 metres long and 60 metres 
wide this is the message they form. With it 
Berlin, a magnet for tourism and trade fairs, 
is setting the scene for reopening business 
and looking forward to hosting events and 
visitors again. At the same time Berliners are 
saying goodbye to Tegel Airport, which for 
many years was a gateway to the world and 
will now become the innovative “Urban Tech 
Republic“.

Burkhard Kieker, managing director of 

visitBerlin: “Today, 
together with many 
Berliners, we are 
happy to be sending 
out a welcome 
message – and from 
a very special place, 
on the runway at 
what used to be Tegel 
Airport. Berlin is back 
and invites visitors 
to enjoy the city of 
freedom.”

Martin Ecknig, CEO of Messe Berlin: “The 
Berlin Freedom Dinner is a great example of 
Berlin’s determination to reopen. Together, 
we have put together a unique open-air 

event. It is for an experience such as this that 
we at Messe Berlin are well prepared – and 
so it makes me all the happier when the sum 
of many parts becomes one, and the world 
can see our welcome message: BERLIN 
LOVES YOU!”

Berlin loves you! 

With 2 months to go before the opening 
of the 2021 edition, the Monaco Yacht 
Show is fine-tuning its brand-new 

format dedicated to superyacht end users. The 
show will be set in a safe environment, with the 
participation of major players from across the 
industry. The prestigious Monaco Yacht Show 
(MYS) is back with their 2021 edition, from 22 
to 25 September, targeting a new superyacht 
clientele, the show looks set to be more prestigious 
than ever before.After its postponement last year, 
the organisers have worked with the yachting 
industry to put on an even more spectacular show 
this year. The show will be focusing on offering 
superyacht’s end clientele a positively upmarket 
visiting experience. The organisers of the MYS 
have presently confirmed that 300 exhibitors will 
be participating. They have also announced that 
nearly 60 superyachts will be exhibited, including 
40 brand-new launches by some of the most 
famous shipyards. 

The new Dockside Area, a part of the exhibition 

dedicated to companies directly linked with the 
construction or management of superyachts and 
tenders, will therefore be exclusively open on 22 
September. The Dockside Area fits in perfectly 
with the way Monaco’s Port Hercule is divided up 
for the show: for several years now, each area of 
the exhibition has featured its own theme in order 
to better meet the visitors' expectations. 

A More Varied Exhibition
This year, visitors will be treated to two new 
exhibitions: the first is dedicated to sailing boats, 
held on Quai l' Hirondelle where several crafts 
will be moored opposite the stands representing 
their respective shipyards, designers and specialist 
equipment manufacturers. In addition to the show’s 
historic Designer Gallery, the MYS will feature a 
Yacht Design & Innovation Hub: a new space for 
the presentation of yacht design projects where 
visitors can also interact with designers.  These 
two areas perfectly complement the luxury tender 
and water toys exhibitions at Tender & Toys, in 

addition to 
luxury cars 
at the Car 
Deck, luxury 
products, 
nautical 
equipment 
manufacturers 
and the latest 
tech releases. 

General Manager of the exhibition GaëlleTallarida 
stated: "We are following the evolution of the 
pandemic very closely, as well as the sanitary 
constraints applied in each of our visitors' home 
countries. As organisers of the exhibition, our 
responsibility is to ensure safe and healthy 
conditions for each visitor, exhibitor, service 
provider and member of staff. The MYS will 
therefore be following the health measures initiated 
by the Principality’s government, as well as the 
"All Secure" health security programme, which is 
mandatory for all Informa Group events." 

Monaco Yacht Show 2021 

Following events in the nation last week, 
South African Tourism, released an 
inspirational video calling on all South 

Africans to reflect the spirit of revolutionary 
South African leader Nelson Mandela. The 
TVCs have been aired on local South African 
channels and amplified on South African 
Tourism's social handles, with a focus on 
the fact that with great freedoms, come even 
greater responsibilities.

The video calls on all South Africans and 
those who live in the country to display true 
courage and speak truth to power, to build and 
not tear down, to honour the greatness within 

its people. It 
conveys that 
each challenge 
the young 
democracy faces 
is one more that 
shows: together, 
the nation 
can overcome 
anything. That 
jwang kapa 
jwang (no matter 
what), the nation 
will rise time 
and time again – 

for Afrika Borwa (South Africa).

Neliswa Nkani, Hub Head – MEISEA of 
South African Tourism said "Much like India, 
South Africa is the land of resilience and 
hope. Diverse communities are celebrated; all 
ethnicities and races are welcomed; democracy, 
truth and equality are upheld. It is heartening 
to see locals take to the streets and work 
alongside the government, as we rebuild what 
was torn down by a small minority of people. 
As a young democracy, we will continue to 
learn, to rise to every challenge, and to stay 
true to the values that bind our nation".

The Nation’s Resilient Spirit & Unity



40        trendy travel trade with food & shop August 2021

Aviation

Emirates Ramps up Operations 
and Boosts Connectivity 

In line with the easing of restrictions, the airline 
will be restoring capacity across 29 cities 
on its network on over 270 flights as well as 

fine-tuning its schedules to boost frequencies and 
capacity as demand proliferates for international 
leisure and business travel. 

Expansion of services to/from the UK 

By October, the airline will increase its services to 
73 weekly flights to the UK, including a six times 
a day London Heathrow operation; double daily 
A380 flights to Manchester, ten weekly services to 
Birmingham and daily services to Glasgow. 

From today, Emirates will begin serving London 
Heathrow with three daily flights, all operated by its 
flagship A380. Throughout August and September, 
Emirates will gradually increase its operations to 
London Heathrow, and by the middle of October, 
the airline will have restored its operations to six 
daily flights, of which four will be served by the 

A380. The multiple daily flights served by the 
airline’s flagship A380 will provide significant 
connection opportunities to one of the highest 
demand leisure and business markets in the world. 

For Emirates customers wishing to travel to the 
UK, the airline has optimised schedules to create 
the best connection options from its network, 
particularly across major cities in Africa like 
Johannesburg, Cape Town and Lusaka, and in West 
Asia including Karachi, Islamabad, among other 
cities. The latest travel requirements to the UK are 
available here. 

Boosting US operations and restoration of 
services across Africa 

Emirates currently flies to 12 cities in the United 
States on over 70 weekly flights, and will be 
adding additional frequencies to Houston, Boston 
and San Francisco over the course of August to 
accommodate for the seasonal influx of travellers. 

The airline will also be boosting capacity on 
its four weekly services to New York JFK to its 
flagship A380 from 13 August, improving travel 
options for customers connecting to/from the major 
US city from across the airline’s network. Emirates 
will continue to make schedule and capacity 
adjustments to match its services with customer 
travel trends. Emirates has increased flights to 
Johannesburg from daily to 11 weekly flights, with 
the addition of four linked flights with Durban, and 
the airline also flies to and from Cape Town with 
three weekly 

services. Customers flying in and out of Emirates’ 
three South African gateways can safely connect to 
an array of onwards connections to Europe, Middle 
East, West Asia and the United States. 

Flights to/ from South Africa have also been 
scheduled to allow for convenient connections and 
additional access to Emirates’ four gateways in the 
UK, as well as Emirates’ extensive US network. 

Etihad Airways on Path to Recovery 

The airline carried one million passengers in 
H1 2021, with an average seat load factor 
of 24.9%. This represents an average 10% 

month-on-month growth in passenger volumes 
since Etihad restarted passenger operations in July 
2020.

Network capacityin the first half of 2021came 
in at 16.4 billion ASKs, and has grown steadily 
since the start of the year, with the airline 
operatingalmost 3,500 flights a monthto 67 
passenger and cargo destinationsbythe end of June 
2021. Since the beginning of 2021, Etihad has 
launched or restarted operations to 10 destinations 
including the historic launch of scheduled services 
to Tel Aviv in April 2021.

As a result of new variants of the 
coronavirusaffecting keytravel markets in the 
Indian Sub-Continent and Europe, passenger 
revenue came in at US$0.3 billion, down by 68% 
year-on-year from US$1.0 billion.However, the 
dip in passenger revenue wasoffset by strong 
performance in cargo operations, with a 44% 
year-on-year increase in freight carried in H1 2021 

(365,500 tonnes) and a 56% year-on-year increase 
in revenue (US$0.8 billion).

Tony Douglas, Group Chief Executive Officer, 
said: “Every day, Etihad Airways is making up 
for lost ground. Despite the curveball of theDelta 
variantdisrupting the global recovery in air travel, 
we have continued to ramp up operations and 
are today in a much better place than this time in 
2020. As soon as destinations are added to the Abu 
Dhabi green list or UAE travel corridors, we are 
seeing a three to six-fold jump inbookings in some 
cases, showing there is a tidal wave of demand 
waiting to be unleashed. We are ready to welcome 
more guests on board to experience why Etihad 
is second to none when it comes to ensuring 
passenger wellbeing.”

Throughout the first half of 2021, Etihad retained 
a singular focus on cost control, decreasing 
operating costs by 27% year-on-year from US$1.9 
billion to US$1.4 billion, supported by reduced 
capacity and volume-related expenses.Fixed 
overhead costs saw a significant improvement, 
reducing by 22% to US$0.3 billion, while finance 

costs reduced by 
22% owing to an 
ongoing balance 
sheet deleveraging. 
As a result, the 
airline managed to 
rebuild its liquidity 
position to pre-pandemic levels.

Adam Boukadida, Chief Financial Officer, 
said: “While market demand has been slower 
to recover than anticipated, our record cargo 
performance has continued to buoy the 
business. At the same time, we have continued 
to strengthenunderlying fundamentals toplace 
Etihad in a betterposition to maximise the value 
of passenger revenueas our volumes return. Our 
rock-solid credit rating has remained unwavering 
throughout the pandemic and wasonce again 
reaffirmed at ‘A with a stable outlook’ by Fitch in 
April 2021, serving as a clear sign of the long-
term financial viability of our business. While 
the pandemic still poses challenges, Etihad is on 
the path to becoming a sustainable and profitable 
business.”

With the recent announcements of the UAE easing entry protocols for 12 
countries*, and the UK adding the UAE on its ‘amber list’, Emirates is actively 
responding to the spike in travel demand across its network to make it 
easier for customers to connect to Dubai and beyond through the scaling up 
of its operations. 

Etihad Airways has announced operating and financial results for the first 
half of 2021, showing a progressive recovery across its business despite a 
slower than expected return to global air travel.
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flybig has taken its aim to build a strong air network 
in Arunachal Pradesh a level higher with beginning its 
flight to a new route in the state this week. 

Flybig to launch maiden flight to Tezu 

Continuing with the commitment 
to connectivity in the region, the 
scheduled commuter airlines is 

geared to commence first ever services 
on Tezu –Guwahati route from 16th 
August 2021 under Government of 
India’s Regional Connectivity Scheme 
(UDAN-RCS).

Air connectivity in Arunachal Pradesh 
has streamlined travel in the region. 
Tezu is a heaven for natural beauty 
admirers with picturesque valleys, lakes 
and wildlife waiting to be explored.
This new flight path will prove to be a 
milestone in generating more tourism 
that will advance overall economic 
welfare of the city. 

Tezu – Guwahati flights will operate 
with a frequency of four flights per 
week. The launch fares start from INR 

1199 making it possible for a larger 
number of people to travel by flight. 

Commemorating India’s 
75thIndependence Day, flybig is 
offering a special fare of INR 75 to 
army officers, their immediate family 
members and senior citizens, honouring 
their exemplary service to the nation. 
The offer is valid on Tezu - Guwahati 
and Guwahati – Pasighat flights for 
travel this August. Passengers can make 
their bookings either on flybig website 
or through online travel agencies and 
regional travel partners.

Additionally, flybig is reintroducing 
the Delhi – Shillong connectivity as 
per the arrangement with Meghalaya 
Transport Corporation from 16th 
August 2021. Passengers can now make 
the booking for this service.

Gaurav Rathore, Chief 
Commercial Officer, flybig 

It gives me immense pride to 
announce that we have successfully 
established air connectivity in 
Tezu providing people of this city 
the freedom to travel via air. This 
challenging phase of the pandemic 
has reiterated the importance 
of air connectivity and we are committed to bring air 
connectivity to the underserved areas in the country. Tezu 
is a beautiful destination for travellers and pilgrims alike. 
A flight between Tezu and Guwahati is a remarkable 
landmark that will make travel convenient for passengers.

Arunachal Pradesh now has a strong air network with 
earlier Pasighat and now Tezu activating air service. We 
are grateful to the Chief Minister of Arunachal Pradesh, 
Shri Pema Khandu for his support and guidance in carrying 
out the operation successfully.

Flydubai restarts its operations to Hargeisa 

This will bring the number of destinations 
flydubai operates to in Africa to 12 
points in nine countries including Sohag 

International Airport (HMB) and Sharm El 
Sheikh International Airport (SSH) which started 
earlier this summer.

flydubai will become the first carrier to 
operate to Hargeisa, Somaliland from Dubai. 
The carrier continues to open up underserved 
markets and expand its network in Africa. 
flydubai also has plans to relaunch its 
operations to Uganda in the coming few weeks.

flydubai, the Dubai-based airline, announced the 
start of its three-times weekly service to Hargeisa 
Egal International Airport (HGA) from 10 August. 

Sudhir Sreedharan, Senior Vice President of Commercial Operations (UAE, GCC, Africa and the Indian 
Subcontinent) at flydubai 

flydubai is committed to creating free flows of trade and tourism between the regions we fly to and we believe that our 
reliable and convenient passenger and cargo services will help to open up the trade opportunities between Hargeisa and 
Dubai and onward destinations.We are sure that both our Economy Class and Business Class will exceed the passengers' 
expectations and we look forward to welcoming passengers from Hargeisa onboard again soon.

Ghaith Al Ghaith, Chief Executive Officer of flydubai 

We are committed to provide underserved markets with direct air links to Dubai. We are pleased to restart our operations 
to Hargeisa which will provide the Somali diaspora with a convenient option to visit their families and friends in their 
home country. With the codeshare agreement with Emirates and the interline agreements we have in place more than 200 
destinations can now be reached through Dubai's aviation hub.
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Hahn Air announces the addition of 15 new partners in the 
first half of 2021. 

Hahn Air welcomes 15 new partners 

The airlines trust the leading ticketing and 
distribution specialist to expand their indirect 
sales to secondary markets and increase their 

ticket sales with up to 100,000 travel agencies in more 
than 190 markets. They also benefit from being part of 
the largest network of interline partners in the world. 

 Of the new partnerships, eight are new interline 
agreements. The flights of Starlux Airlines (JX) from 
Taiwan, Nordica (ND) from Estonia, Calm Air (MO) 
and PAL Airlines (PB) from Canada, Uganda National 
Airlines (UR), Viva Peru (VV) and Viva Colombia 
(VH) can now be issued on the insolvency-safe HR-
169 ticket. In addition, Hahn Air added the Dutch 

mobility platform Vipper (VG) to its network. 
Travel agents can find and book all new partners 
under their own two-letter-codes in selected GDSs 
and even in markets where the carriers are not 
members of the local settlement systems (BSPs). 

 In addition, three carriers chose the product 
X1-Air of Hahn Air Technologies and are 
therefore available under the X1 code in major 
GDSs: Flyadeal (F3) from Saudi Arabia, LIFT 
(GE) from South Africa and Sky High Aviation 
(DO) from the Dominican Republic.

 Finally, Hahn Air welcomes four dual partners 
who are using more than one Hahn Air solution. 

Existing partner, Precision Air (PW) from Tanzania, 
newly complemented their distribution strategy with 
the H1-Air solution and is now also available under 
the Hahn Air Systems designator H1 in all major 
GDSs. Linea Aérea Amaszonas (Z8) from Bolivia 
and Air Seychelles (HM) are newly combining their 
existing interline agreements with the product X1-Air. 
And finally, new partner Air Leap (FL) from Sweden 
signed with Hahn Air for HR-169 and X1-Air and can 
now be ticketed in Amadeus under its own FL code 
and in major GDSs under Hahn Air Technologies’ X1 
code.  

IndiGo expands regional footprint

T he inauguration was done with lamp 
lighting at the Bareilly airport as 
well as Ministry of Civil Aviation 

in New Delhi. The ceremony was graced 
by Honourable Union Minister for Civil 
Aviation – Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia 
(virtually) and other eminent dignitaries at 
the Bareilly airport.

Bareilly is one of the most populous cities 
of Uttar Pradesh and also known for its 
furniture manufacturers as well as trade in 

cotton, cereal, and sugar. The new 
non-stop connections will augment 
the commercial opportunities not 
only in Bareilly, but the city also 
becomes a gateway for nearby 
destinations like Nainital, Ranikhet, 
Rudrapur and other tourist and 
business area. Bareilly will now be 
connected to other destinations on 
IndiGo’s network through nonstop 
services to Bengaluru and Mumbai.

In-line with its vision to deepen regional 
connectivity, IndiGo, India’s leading carrier, 
commenced operations from Bareilly, the 
68th domestic destination on the 6E network.

Alexander Proschka, 
Executive Vice President 
Commercial at Hahn Air  

While the current situation 
undoubtedly presented 
many challenges to the 
airlines of the world, it is 
also a unique opportunity 
to reevaluate and reset 
their distribution strategy. 
The next months and the 
upcoming year will be 
crucial and those players 
who position themselves 
prominently will be the 
winners of the recovery 
phase. We support airlines 
with solutions to enter 
or expand their indirect 
distribution with the major 
GDSs and optimise their 
global ticket sales.

Sanjay Kumar, Chief Strategy and Revenue Officer, IndiGo   

The launch of our flight operations from Bareilly marks the progress on our plan to connect seven key regional 
destinations in the country this year. Bareilly has always been special as it was identified as one of the 100 Smart 
Cities being developed in India, making it a promising hub forIT/ITeS services. Enhanced connectivity will 
promote trade and commerce while offering support in realising the vision for Bareilly as it progresses towards 
a smart future. Bareilly, a sacred city located at the foothills of Nainital, Ranikhet and Kumaon region, will also 
attract domestic and international tourists via direct connectivity from Mumbai and Bangalore.
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Domestic passenger traffic grew 56-57% at around 
48-49 lakh in July, compared to 31.1 lakh in June 2021, 
signifying a Y-o-Y growth of 132%. The airlines’ capacity 
deployment for July 2021 was around 90% higher 
than July 2020 (47,200 departures in July 2021, against 
24,770 departures in July 2020).

Continued recovery in domestic passenger 
traffic: ICRA

On a sequential basis, the number of 
departures in July 2021 were higher by 
49%, as Covid-19 infections demonstrated 

a downward trajectory.

The Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) permitted 
increasing the capacity deployment on domestic 
routes gradually from 33%, with effect from May 
25, 2020, to 80%, with effect from December 
03, 2020. However, it reduced the permissible 
capacity deployment to 50% of pre-Covid 
levels with effect from June 01, 2021 due to the 
resurgence of the second wave of the pandemic. It 
has now permitted increasing the capacity to 65% 
with effect from July 5, 2021, applicable up to 
July 31, 2021.  

While the scheduled international operations 
have been suspended further till August 31, 

2021, under the Vande Bharat Mission (VBM) 
for evacuation of Indian citizens from foreign 
countries, which started from May 07, 2020, 
the international passenger traffic (inbound and 
outbound) for Indian carriers has been  39 lakh for 
the period May 07, 2020 to July 31, 2021. For July 
2021, the international passenger traffic for Indian 
carriers under the VBM was estimated at 2.1 lakh, 
a sequential growth of  43%. 

As for the ATF prices, until February 2021, they 
were lower on a Y-o-Y basis while in March 2021, 
April 2021, May 2021, June 2021 and July 2021, 
prices were higher by 3.0%, 59.8%, 103.4%, 
86.3% and 59.7%, respectively, on a Y-o-Y basis. 
In August 2021, the prices have been higher by 
55.3% on a Y-o-Y basis, attributed to the low base 
of August 2020, when the prices declined Y-o-Y by 
30.5% due to the impact of the pandemic.

YIAPL Signed an Agreement with SBI and NIAL

YIAPL has raised INR 3,725 crore in debt 
from SBI to be repaid over a period 
of 20 year with one-year moratorium 

post completion of the project. This is one of 
the largest financings in an Indian greenfield 
airport. The financial close marks another crucial 
milestone for the project, bringing it closer to 
start of construction works. The project is being 
funded on a debt-to-equity ratio of 65:35. Zurich 

Airport International AG (ZAIA), a fully owned 
subsidiary of Flughafen Zurich AG, is the main 
shareholder of YIAPL and is injecting INR 2005 
crore as equity into the development of Noida 
International Airport. 

 NIA is striving to make air travel more 
affordable for airlines and passengers by 
building the infrastructure in a sustainable and 

cost-effective manner using renewable energy. 
NIA is envisaged to become India’s first net 
zero emission airport. The airport will combine 
Indian culture and hospitality with Swiss 
technology and efficiency to develop a modern, 
consumer-first design, inspired by India. NIA 
will be a fully digital airport in India, enabling 
contactless travel & personalized services for 
families/elderly & business travelers.

Yamuna International Airport Pvt Ltd (YIAPL) signed the financing agreements 
with the State Bank of India (SBI) and Noida International Airport Limited 
(NIAL), the Government of Uttar Pradesh’s nodal agency for the project, to 
achieve financial close of the Noida International Airport (NIA) project.

Kinjal 
Shah, Vice 
President 
& Co-
Group 
Head, 
ICRA 

For July 
2021, the 
average 
daily departures were at 1,500, 
significantly higher than the 
average daily departures of  800 
in July 2020, and higher than  
1,100 in June 2021, though it 
remains at lower than  2,000 in 
April 2021. The average number 
of passengers per flight during 
July 2021 was 104, against an 
average of 98 passengers per 
flight in June 2021. Though 
the recovery continued in July 
2021, there is continued stress 
on demand, driven largely by the 
second wave of the pandemic, 
limiting travel to only necessary 
travel, while both leisure and 
business travel have been 
curtailed due to various state-
wide restrictions, despite the 
decline in infections.

Christoph Schnellmann, Chief Executive Officer, 
Yamuna International Airport Private Limited  

We are delighted to have signed the financing 
agreements with SBI and NIAL to develop Noida 
International Airport. This marks the financial close 
for the project, and we now eagerly look forward to 
the development of the airport in close collaboration 
with our partners including NIAL and SBI. This 
partnership will boost economic growth and 
employment in the State of Uttar Pradesh and will 

bolster Indian aviation’s growth story

Dr. Arun Vir Singh, Chief Executive Officer, 
Noida International Airport Limited (NIAL)   

We are pleased to see the achievement of 
financial close,  a crucial milestone for the 
Project. This will enable the team to focus on 
construction works for the airport development. 
We are all eagerly waiting to build India’s 
leading airport which will boast of quality, 
efficiency, technology, and sustainability. We are 
very excited and all set to move ahead with a 
vision to co-create world-class aviation infrastructure.
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Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia, 
Union Minister of Civil 
Aviation along with Shri 
Shivraj Singh Chauhan, Chief 
Minister, Madhya Pradesh and 
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar, 
Union Minister of Agriculture 
& Farmers Welfare today 
virtually flagged off 8 new 
routes bolstering the aerial 
connectivity from Madhya Pradesh to Maharashtra & Gujarat. Shri 
Rakesh Singh, Member of Parliament, Jabalpur, Shri Pradeep Singh 
Kharola, Secretary, Ministry of Civil Aviation along with other 
senior officials of the ministry were also present during the flag off.
hri Pradhuman Singh Tomar, Minister of Energy, Govt. of Madhya 
Pradesh; Shri TulsiSilawat, Minister of Water Resources, Govt. 
of Madhya Pradesh;Dr.Kirit Solanki, Member of Parliament, 
Ahmedabad; and Shri Vivek Narayan Shejwalkar, Member of 
Parliament, Gwalior also joined the flag-off event virtually.
Shri Jyotiraditya Scindia, Union Minister of Civil Aviation, said 
“I would like to congratulate the people of Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat on the commencement of the new flight 
operations. Besides, additional flights between the Delhi-Jabalpur 
route will also commence from July 18 onwards, and Khajuraho-
Delhi-Khajuraho flights from October 2021 onwards. We are 
committed to bolster regional air connectivity and take the Prime 
Minister's vision of UdeDeshkaAamNaagrik (UDAN) to greater 
heights!"

Eight new routes launched to 
boost regional aerial connectivity

UDAN MoCA grants drone use 
permission to NISERDuring the last three years, Government of India (GoI) has 

accorded ‘in-principle’ approval for setting up of two Greenfield 
Airports across the country namely Jewar (2018) in Uttar 
Pradesh and Hollongi (2019) in Arunachal Pradesh.  Ministry 
of Civil Aviation has launched Regional Connectivity Scheme 
(RCS) – UDAN (UdeDeshkaAamNagrik) on 21-10-2016 
to stimulate regional air connectivity. An airport which is 
included in the awarded routes of RCS – UDAN and requires 
upgradation/development for commencement of RCS operations, 
is developed under “Revival of unserved and underserved 
airports” scheme. Under the scheme, as on 20.07.2021, 59 
airports including 2 water aerodromes and 5 heliports have been 
revived/operationalized.
During the last five years (FY 2016-17 to FY 2020-21), an 
amount of Approx. Rs. 17784 crore has been spent by the 
Government/Airports Authority of India in renovating/building 
airports.
Airports Authority of India (AAI) has recently awarded 
six airports namely Ahmedabad in Gujarat, Jaipur in 
Rajasthan, Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh, Guwahati in Assam, 
Thiruvananthapuram in Kerala and Mangaluru in Karnataka 
for Operations, Management and Development under Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) for a period of 50 years.  AAI will 
get back their investment in these six airports to the tune of Rs. 
2299 Cr. As upfront payment.  AAI will also get Per Passenger 
Fee, indexed to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), from the PPP 
Partner. Post PPP, the estimated net benefits accruing to AAI 
are more than the net benefits that  AAI would have  got had it 
operated the six airports on its own.  AAI is not required to incur 
any CAPEX and OPEX at these airports during the lease period.

The first direct flight operations between Imphal (Manipur) & 
Shillong (Meghalaya) was flagged off under the RCS-UDAN 
(Regional Connectivity Scheme — UdeDesh Ka Aam Nagrik) 
of the Government of India. 
The operationalization of this route fulfills the objectives 
of the Government of India to establish strong aerial 
connectivity in priority areas of NorthEast India. The officials 
of the Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Airport 
Authority of India (AAI) were present during the launch of 
the flight operations.
The aerial connectivity between the capital cities of Manipur 
& Meghalaya has been a long-awaited demand of the people 
of the region. The beautiful city of Shillong is surrounded 
by hills from all sides. Famous for the presence of many 
well-reputed educational institutions, Shillong is the hub of 
education for the entire North-East India. Apart from being 
the beauty & education centre, Shillong also acts as the 
gateway to Meghalaya, the state famous for heavy rainfall, 
caves, tallest waterfalls, beautiful landscapes, and its rich 
heritage & culture. Shillong is famous for Elephant falls, 
Shillong Peak, Umiam lake, Sohpetbneng Peak, Don Bosco 
Museum, Laitlum Canyons. Moreover, Shillong is the only 
capital city in NorthEast India to produce two football clubs 
that participate in the I-League, namely, Royal Wahingdoh FC 
and Shillong Lajong FC. In addition to these, Shillong Golf 
Course is one of the oldest golf courses in the country.

Strengthening Aerial 
Connectivity: North East India

Ministry of Civil Aviation (MoCA) and Directorate 
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) have granted 
conditional exemption from Unmanned Aircraft System 
(UAS) Rules, 2021 to the National Institute of Science 
Education and Research (NISER), Bhubaneswar. The 
exemption allows the aerial survey and photogrammetry 
of centrally protected monuments in collaboration with the 
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) using drones.

The approved locations for drone operations for the NISER 
include Raja-Rani Temple, Bhubaneswar & Lingaraj 
Temple, Bhubaneswar.

This exemption is valid for a period of one year from 
the date of approval or until further orders, whichever is 
earlier and shall be subject to the terms and conditions of 
the SOP issued by DGCA.

Earlier this month, drone use permission was also granted 
to the Directorate of Urban Local Bodies (DULB), Haryana 
for data acquisition, mapping, and implementation of web-
based GIS platform for the development of AMRUT cities 
and property tax survey for Hisar, Panchkula, Ambala 
urban areas.
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Indian summer in Paris promises to reignite 
the gourmet appetite because on August 
29th, Le Bristol will begin to reintroduce its 

complete gastronomic offering with the opening 
of its Michelin starred brasserie 114 Faubourg for 
(lunch and dinner).

The restaurant’s relaxed and jovial atmosphere 
will once again be filled with discerning diners 
catching up over beautiful plates of Executive 
Chef Eric Frechon’s famous king crab, duck pâté 
with foie gras and hand-chopped steak tartare — 
French classics prepared with a delicate twist.

Michelin 
Starred Dining 

is Back at Le 
Bristol Paris

On Friday October 1st comes the date food 
lovers across Paris and beyond have been waiting 
for: the reopening of triple Michelin starred 
Epicure. Eric Frechon’s divinely decadent truffle 
macaroni with foie gras, his impeccable caviar 
de Sologne and his spectacular bladder poached 
Bress farm hen will make their long-awaited 
return to Epicure’s exquisite nightly dinner 
service, to be savoured with the delicate wine 
pairings imagined by Head Sommelier Bernard 
Neveu. The delicious return of Le Bristol’s star-
studded restaurants will be accompanied by a 
totally new take on the sweet side thanks to the 
recent arrival of the hotel’s new Head Pastry Chef 

Pascal Hainigue. 114 Faubourg’s and Epicure’s 
reopening will be the first time Pascal Hainigue’s 
imaginative and picturesque dessert creations 
appear on the restaurants’ menus. 

 Eric Frechon, Executive Chef at Le Bristol 
comments, “My teams and I have been dreaming 
about reopening for several months and we 
can’t wait for 114 Faubourg’s and Epicure to be 
back again beginning this autumn. Exceeding 
our guests’ expectations has always been our 
main accomplishment. The reopening of our 
restaurants will truly be a celebration of both 
creativity and tradition, delivered one heartfully 
crafted dish at a time.”

With monsoon taking over the golden 
state of Rajasthan, Jaipur city is at 
its best. Stay at the iconic Fairmont 

Jaipur with the special ‘Monsoon Package’ to 
make the most of this joyous season. 

Gleaming under the watchful eyes of the 
verdant Aravalli hills, glittering with history 
and culture of Rajasthan, the hotel is a 
sophisticated chateau that gracefully combines 
the glories of the past with modern day 
comforts. The story of Fairmont Jaipur inspires 
a vision of timeless hospitality, inviting guests 
to join them in imagining a place that is 
steeped in a rich and privileged heritage, yet is 
effortlessly modern. 

Every aspect of the hotel – the architecture, 
décor and the hospitality has been inspired by 
the legends of two of India’s most celebrated 
rulers – the Mughals and the Rajputs. The 
magnificent façade stands tall as the ancient 
gates of the hotel open to welcome guests to 
this royal abode.

Every unparalleled stay at Fairmont Jaipur 
is certified to be safe and hygienic, with 
Accor’s ALLSAFE Guidelines for the highest 
standards, including and going beyond local 

and international recommendations for safety. 
This ensures that every cherished guest enjoys 
a mindful and grand stay.

Guests can plan a monsoon getaway with 
an exclusive Monsoon Package featuring 
breakfast, lunch and dinner buffet at Zoya, the 

all-day dining restaurant and a complimentary 
stay and meals for two kids of up to 12 years. 
The guests can also enjoy happy hours on 
select beverages from 6 pm to 8 pm, a beer 
bucket of three beers in the room and a 20% 
discount on most hotel services. The Monsoon 
Package is valid only for stays until 30th 
September, 2021.

The all inclusive Monsoon Package can also 
be availed during the upcoming Independence 
Day weekend, offering guests an indulgent 
getaway in the Pink City via a safe, luxurious 
and memorable stay at Fairmont Jaipur.

Celebrate monsoon at the palatial Fairmont Jaipur
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With short-distance leisure travel quickly 
becoming a preference, the latest 
campaign will enable consumers 

to reconnect with family and friends. Under 
this initiative, Hilton will offer an enhanced 
experience for families, especially the young 
ones, with complimentary stays, personalized 
surprises, fun activities, and lots more. 

As part of their commitment towards 
green travel and sustainability, under 
the latest campaign, Hilton will provide 
its young guests with a unique in-room 
experience offering recyclable goodie bags 
with eco-friendly stationery kits to rekindle 

memories of their stay. Additionally, the offer 
comes with special kid’s menus, children’s 
recreations, board games and more, to help 
them make the best of their holiday. Be it 
enjoying the luxurious Conrad Bengaluru or 
appreciating resort destination experiences at 
Hilton Goa Resort or DoubleTree by Hilton 
Goa, the Great Small Breaks offer intends to 
go above and beyond to curate experiences for 
its young guests.  

A few of the benefits of the Great Small 
Breaks staycation are:

Kids menu A la carte options: With the 
growing preference for healthier food options 

Hilton launches 
Great Small 
Breaks staycation
for kids, Hilton has curated a menu 
that offers high-quality ingredients and 
nutritious meals. Also, complimentary 
stays and meals are available for children 
below age 12. 

 Enhancing the check-in experience: 
Tailor-made registration cards and arrival 
amenity kits are stocked in place to 
enhance the arrival process for the young 
guests. 

 In-room engagement and kid’s 
amenities: Each young guest will receive 
recyclable, handmade and customized 
goodie bags made by ‘Gabriel Project 
India’, along with seed pencils and diaries 
made from a magical paper called ‘Beej 
Kapas’ that can grow into a plant made by 
‘21Fools’. Board games are also available 
on request to play with the family to reduce 
the screen time on gadgets. 

Hilton announced the Great Small Breaks campaign, a one-of-a-kind 
staycation offer, tailor-made for families and young guests. 

Manish Tolani, Commercial Director & Vice President, Hilton India
As Travel returns in India, we are excited to offer our ‘Little guests’ an opportunity to enjoy a plethora of 
curated experiences with our Great Small Breaks campaign. Our internal research indicates that leisure 
travel for families with children will lead the recovery, and with that in mind we have conceptualised 
this campaign. With Great Small Breaks, we have brought to life several aspects capturing the entire 
journey of a Little Guest – from Check in, Room stay, F&B, activities to departure that will delight and 

make their stay with Hilton memorable.  Furthermore, the newly launched Confirmed Connecting Rooms by Hilton 
ensures families to search for, book and instantly confirm connecting rooms at the time of the booking. 

Sylvain Laroche, Director of Operations, ibis and ibis Styles India
We are excited to announce this new initiative for our guests and their four-legged roomies.  Our pet 
friendly hotels will make it easier for our guests to travel with their furry friend. By offering a space 
that can be enjoyed by both, guests can travel with ease knowing they can bring their best friends 
along.

The latest pet-friendly policy 
will help pet parents enjoy 
their next stay at ibis hotels, 

with their pawsome friends. 
To make these stays hassle-

free and enjoyable, a number of 
welcome amenities such as food 
bowls, puppy pads, and plenty 
of treats are available on request. 
Adding to this, a pet-friendly 
in-room menu is also available, 
featuring snacks and ready-to-

eat dishes such as boiled eggs, 
boneless chicken, herb chicken 
with pasta, lamb, chicken liver, 
cottage cheese, fish food, rice, 
pedigree. 

If a holiday or staycation is how 
pet parents want to pamper their 
pets, ibis hotels have a host of on-
demand services like a special pet 
menu, pet accessories on location, 
on-call pet assistance among other 
things. 

All paws can now check-in!
ibis, recognized as one of the world’s most beloved smart economy hospitality brands, announced a new tail-
wagging offering perfect for pet parents in need of a getaway.



48        trendy travel trade with food & shop August 2021

Hospitality

When you think of classical 
ballet such as Swan Lake 
or The Sleeping Beauty, 

you might imagine being in a gilded 
theatre in Europe. But, OZEN 
RESERVE BOLIFUSHI will bring the 
joy of watching an imperial Russian 
ballet performance right in its pristine 
tropical setting.

Anna Tikhomirova and Artem 
Ovcharenko will be visiting OZEN 
RESERVE BOLIFUSHI from 22 
to 29 August 2021. During their 
stay, the celebrity couple will 
treat resort guests to an Exclusive 
RussianBallet Performance. Ice 
literally meets the sun as you 
watch the pair deftly fluttering 
and dancing gracefully against a 
shining turquoise ocean backdrop. 
Over the next course of days, resort 
guests willalso get to attend a 
unique Russian Ballet Masterclass 
by the couple, clubbed with 
sundowners and cocktail snacks.

Infusing a swirl of rhythm to the 
island way of life, the two events 
are open to all guests.

Anna Tikhomirova graduated 
from Bolshoi Ballet Academy 
and was accepted into the famous 
Bolshoi Ballet in 2005. A First 
Soloist, Tikhomirova’s expansive 
repertoire at the Bolshoi includes 
Giselle, The Nutcracker, Don 
Quixote, Taming of the Shrew, and 
many more. She has participated 
in numerous ballet festivals and 

represented Russian ballet on some 
of the best stages of the world, 
including in New York, London, 
Tokyo, and Los Angeles.

With an enviable repertoire 
of classical romantic roles, 
ArtemOvcharenko is a well-known 
Principal dancer of the Bolshoi 
Ballet. Ovcharenko participates in 
the Bolshoi Ballet tours to Asia, 
Europe and Americas, being a 
welcome guest star in Berlin State 
Ballet, Les Ballets de Monte Carlo, 
Hamburg State Opera, as well 
as at international ballet festivals 
and national culture projects. His 
interest in exploring new roles has 
brought Ovcharenko much success 
in the contemporary ballets staged 
at the Bolshoi, such as Chroma by 
Wayne McGregor and Classical 
Symphony by Yuri Possokhov.

Surrounded by a gorgeous 
natural reef and turquoise waters, 
OZEN RESERVE BOLIFUSHI 
exudes elegance, style, and 
timeless sophistication. From 
fabulous overwater villas with 
slides to exotic fine dining and 
ice skating by the beach, every 
experience is meticulously 
crafted to indulge guests with an 
unforgettable getaway. Guests can 
immerse in a world of boundless 
sanctuaries while availing inspiring 
experiences that are thoughtfully 
curated to make every moment an 
everlasting memory.

Indian Hotels Company (IHCL), South 
Asia’s largest hospitality company, 
announced the debut of its first Vivanta 
hotel in Bhubaneswar, Odisha. The hotel 
boasts of a contemporary design that 
pays tribute to the city’s vibrant spirit. 

Located in a developing commercial district and a short driving 
distance from Bhubaneswar International Airport, Vivanta 
Bhubaneswarhas136 stylishly designed rooms and suites along with 

a range of eclectic culinary offerings. Mynt, the all-day diner offers a global 
menu reminiscent of a bistro, while Wink, the plush lounge,offers signature 
drinks and small bites. While the roof-top Poolbaris the ideal location for 
sundowners, Swirl, the deli, will offer some of the finest confectionery in 
town. With thecity’s largest conferencing facilities including a dedicated 
bridal room and poolside lawn, the hotel is the perfect venue for weddings 
and events. The award-winning Jiva Spa & Salon in the heart of the hotel 
is an oasis of calm, with the roof-top swimming pool offering guests an 
opportunity to relax with expansive views of the city.

Bhubaneswar, with a rich history dating back centuries, has recently 
been ranked as the best place to conduct business in India, giving 
impetus to its status as an emerging commercial centre in the country.  

Elevate Maldives stay with a unique 
opportunity to watch magic unravel 

and participate in it too! OZEN RESERVE 
BOLIFUSHI is to host renowned Bolshoi 

Ballet artists from Russia: Anna 
Tikhomirova and Artem Ovcharenko.

Magic Unravel

Puneet 
Chhatwal, 
Managing Director 
and Chief Executive 
Officer, IHCL

This opening is in line with IHCL’s 
vision to be present in all state 
capitals of India. We believe that 
the state of Odisha has tremendous 
business and tourism potential 
with its rich heritage and abundant 
natural beauty. We are delighted 
to launch Vivanta Bhubaneswar, 
making it a part of the city’s rapid 
evolution as a key business hub and 
a significant tourism destination.

Jagadish 
Prasad 
Naik,
 Managing Director, 
Lifeline Multiventures Pvt Ltd.

We are delighted to partner with 
Indian  
Hotels Company Limited (IHCL) 
for this hotel. The entry of 
Vivanta will revolutionise the 
hospitality landscape in the 
state and open up the entry 
of leading hotel brands into 
Odisha, which will give a big 
boost to the tourism and hotel 
sector.

IHCL Announces 
the Opening of a 
Vivanta Hotel in 

Bhubaneswar
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This sprawling property comprises 
51 stylish suites and family rooms, 
each boasting private balconies and 

accompanied by a cluster of restaurants, bars, 
gyms, and even a spa but the attraction of the 

resort doesn’t just lie in its host of amenities, 
but its location; Karma Song Hoai is perched 
on the banks of the Thu Bồn river, just 1 
kilometre or a short stroll or bike ride from 
the old town. Though you can choose to take 

it easy, and embrace the opportunity to be 
dropped by golf cart into the heart of town. 
Similarly close are the pristine Cua Dai and 
An Bang Beaches, just a 20 minute bicycle 
ride away from the resort.

Karma Group introduces a new addition in Vietnam

The Chic New Trio at Le Bristol Paris

The illustrious Karma Group has welcomed another elegant property into its luxury 
resort portfolio, this time in Vietnam. Sitting among the picturesque UNESCO World 

Heritage-listed town of Hoi An sits Karma Song Hoai.

John Spence, Chairman 
and Founder of Karma Group
I am delighted to announce the 
acquisition of our latest property 
Karma Song Hoai.
At the moment the resort is 
closed due to the pandemic, but 
we are very confident that we will be able to open 
in the near future and create another amazing 
experience for members and guests. I would like 
to thank all involved in this new resort, especially 
given the current complicated circumstances. Like 
many of you I am looking forward to visiting this 
beautiful country again when the world begins to 
re-open, and I have every confidence that in the 
years to come this property will be a shining star.

Here, the delicate interiors of Pierre 
Frey, Colefax and Jane Churchill 
dress each room, infusing the 

spaces with a sense of sophistication and 
tranquility. Designed as private pieds-à-
terre, the three apartments are bathed in 
natural light and decorated with Louis 
XVI furniture and original works of art 
in refined touches. The charm is palpable.

The subtle woodwork is painted in 
shades of cream, sky blue or celadon 
green and an eighteenth-century 
painting commands attention above a 
soft-toned sofa covered with Parma 
silk cushions. Next to a floor-to-ceiling 
window dressed in Manuel Canovas 
curtains, a Louis XV desk makes you 
want to write about Paris. That is, 
unless you succumb to the bedroom’s 
soothing calm and inviting king-sized 
bed. The LoroPiana cashmere throws 

are as soft as a dream.
Each suite is decorated with its own 

unique character, but they all present 
120–250 square metres of absolute 
comfort, offering from one to three 
bedrooms and impressive corner views 
over one of Paris’ most exclusive 
fashion streets. 

But of course, since we are at the 
Bristol, we don’t want to miss the 
chance to practice a little French art of 
living. So, we agree to leave our suite 
and enjoy a cocktail in the wonderful 
new courtyard garden planted with 
orange trees and roses. To dive into 
the swimming pool overlooking the 
Parisian rooftops or to taste a ceviche 
made with marinated royal sea bream 
by triple Michelin starred Chef Eric 
Frechon on the garden terrace as the 
sun sets.

Perfectly embodying the spirit of the Palace, these 
three expansive hideaways in the heart of Paris join 
the exclusive list of Le Bristol's Signature Suites. They 
are the most beautiful and legendary of them all — the 
ones that have been immortalized in movie scenes 
and where countless artists have resided during their 
Parisian engagements. 
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Experience the Luxury in 
the Lap of Nature

As the warmth of the sun shines over Dehradun, 
the cool location of Shaheen Bagh Resort gives its 
visitors a perfect escape from the heat to enjoy 
the tranquillizing nature of the city. 

Shaheen Bagh Resort is a gorgeous 
boutique spa & resort in Dehradun, 
located just 30 mins away from 

Dehradun railway station and is in close 
proximity to the Tons River. Maintained by 
Mr. Arun & Mrs. Sandhya Gupta, this resort 
in Dehradun is often visited by renowned 
filmmakers and actors from the film fraternity. 
Perched on top of the hill, the bungalow 
resembles the colonial architecture of the 
bygone era. Being an ideal romantic getaway 
for couples and all kinds of travellers, this is 
one of the best resorts in Dehradun that you 
can visit at all seasons.

Bejewelled with a variety of vibrant and 
radiant flowers that fill up the atmosphere 
with an alluring fragrance, this splendid 
and luxury Dehradun resort provides a 
gateway to nature's lap. The literal meaning 
behind “Shaheen Bagh” is a “garden of 
birds”, where “Shaheen” means “falcon” or 
“birds”, and “Bagh” means “garden”. This 
resort with pool is also a biodiversity spot, 
a bird lover's paradise with several species 
of birds taking shelter here. Shaheen Bagh 
serves as an ideal site to indulge in bird 
watching. If you're looking for a tranquil 
vacation experience in the hills and far 
away from the hustle and bustle of the city 
life, you have arrived! 

Shaheen Bagh, Dehradun has been 
proud to welcome many celebrities 

who have graced us with their presence. 
Some of the giants from the reel world 
like Shahid Kapoor, Shraddha Kapoor, 
Rajnikant Sir, Katrina Kaif, as well as 
Hollywood fame Shay Mitchell have all 
blessed the grounds of this chic resort.

Accommodation
Like a poet, the hotel has exquisitely 

captured the essence of nature that allows 
its patrons to feel connected with Mother 
Earth. From choosing the colour schemes 
to the categorisation of the rooms, each 
aspect of the resort is brilliantly painted by 
this very notion.

The three categories of immaculately 
organized rooms are each a recreation of 
the colonial dream. Each room category 
has several sub-categories named after 
birds highlighting the rich avian diversity 
in the resort. This is mainly to display 
that humans and birds have similar 
characteristics. Wooden panels and flooring 
along with classic fixtures and paintings 
help you travel in time. These hotel rooms 
in Dehradun overlook the majestic hills and 
also offer a vibrant view of the pool and the 
garden. The pleasant temperature of these 
rooms at Shaheen Bagh Resort, Dehradun 
is ideal spots to beat the heat of the city. 
Enjoy the varied conveniences of our 
luxury spa that come along with the rooms 
when you stay with us.



August 2021 trendy travel trade with food & shop        51

Hospitality

S taying at the grand R Chardra’s 
Palace is a lifetime opportunity 
to feel, touch, and taste royalty 

in all its opulent manifestation 
and grandeur. The façade of this 
ostentatious building evokes a distinct 
warmth and royalty. Beautifully 
manicured gardens, grand marble 
staircases, imperial furniture, and 
huge chandeliers are guaranteed to 
stimulate one’s taste and transport 
one into a different realm of 

sophistication. Each of the rooms is 
decked up with a tempting private 
bubbling jacuzzi, 4 poster king-size 
beds, a minibar, and sleek furniture 
draped in finest upholstery adding a 
ubiquitous touch of royalty. Add to it, 
the famous Rajasthani reception and 
its unmatched hospitality displayed 
in its lip-smacking cuisines and 
comfortable stay will truly mesmerize 
one with the touch of the real heritage 
experience.

A Lifetime 
Opportunity to  

Feel Royalty

C.P. Rathore, 
General Manager, R 
Chandra Palace 
Unabashedly royal 
and unapologetically 
sophisticated, these 
are the superlatives 
that will escape from 
your lips when you step into this monumental 
superimposing property tucked in the outer 
confines of the idyllic city of Chomu in royal 
Rajasthan. Replete with beautifully ornated 
Venetian chandeliers, multicolored stained-glass 
windows, exquisitely crafted marble staircases, 
and antique furniture with rich upholsteries, 
time at this desirous heritage hotel seemed to 
have stood still at the golden era of affluent 
Maharajas. This expansive 6-acre property with 
its amazing display of verdant lush green lawns, 
impressive Rajasthani domelike architecture 
studded with impressive paintings on the walls, 
and a delightful mélange of breathtakingly 
opulent luxurious suites and custom-designed 
extravagant tents is a majestic escape from 
frantic lifestyles to a relaxed precinct. From fine 
dining to a wealth of activities on the doorstep, 
a stay at R Chandra's Palace is perfect for 
romantic breaks, family escapes, and elegant 
private events amidst theatrical magnificence.

From fine dining to a wealth of activities on 
the doorstep, a stay at R Chandra's Palace is 
perfect for romantic breaks, family escapes, 
and elegant private events amidst theatrical 
magnificence.
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Away from the hustle and bustle of the city, 
the expansive property is reminiscent of a 
magnificent country estate, with beautifully 

manicured, ornamental gardens and panoramic views 
of the surrounding hills, tranquil lake and a 400-year-
old temple. Arrival is via a scenic 20-minute drive 
from the airport, followed by a calming boat ride 
tailed by migratory birds, as a natural spectacle 
unfolds before the eyes of visiting guests.

The hotel itself is an architectural marvel 
of 101 luxurious rooms, suites and signature 
suites thatelegantlyinterweaves western cultural 
references with Rajasthan’s royal heritage and 
elements of Mughal architecture.Guestrooms 
have uninterrupted lake views, private gardens, 
balconies, plunge pools and an east-west design 
aesthetic with murals, handcrafted furniture and 
other crafts by local artisans.

Under culinary director Prasad Metrani, 
Raffles Udaipur is a culinary aficionado’s 
paradise with fresh, new flavours to relish every 
day. At Sawai Kitchen, the Indian speciality 
restaurant, guests can expect to be graciously 
served the lost recipes from the region’s royal 
households, reinvented for modern tastes. 
Harvest, set to open in October, offers an 
interactive farm-to-table dining experience 
with produce foraged from the estate farm, 
spotlighting the region’s food traditions; while 

culinary enthusiasts can enjoy a co-cooking 
experience at Rasoi, the cookery school. The 
Raffles Patisserie offers freshly baked breads, 
classic French desserts, signature Raffles pastries 
and more. Mindfully crafted alfresco dining 
experiences, framed by the picturesque hills that 
surround the lake, draw inspiration from the five 
elements: earth, fire, water, air and space. 

For a sophisticated and discreet experience, 
guests can linger over intimate conversations 
or take a book to read at The Writers Bar while 
indulging in bespoke artisanal and classic 
cocktails and a champagne & caviar menu. In 
contrast, the iconic Long Bar, a hallmark of the 
Raffles brand designed with European wood 
and leather, with engravings by local artisans, is 
a perfect place to socialise. It offers fine Indian 
spirits, single malts, local brews from across 
Rajasthan and the signature Udaipur Sling – the 
Singapore classic remade with fresh produce 
from the island and home-made syrups. 

The Raffles Spa, a space full of natural light 
with an embroidered canopy to encourage a 
sense of nurturing, offers a private escape, 
with authentic treatments and personalised 
programmes that prioritise both emotional 
and physical well-being. The fitness centre is 
well-equipped for an invigorating work-out 
and the swimming pool invites guests to take a 

Raffles is now in 
the Romantic City  

of Udaipur
Raffles Udaipur, India’s first Raffles hotel, opens on August 
2, 2021 offering a fresh perspective on the city of Udaipur 
and region of Rajasthan from a 21-acre private island set 
in the middle of the serene UdaiSagar lake.

languorous dip while enjoying a beautiful sunset. 
Raffles Udaipur, as with every Raffles hotel 

around the world, reflects the cultural and natural 
heritage and mood of its location and offers 
unforgettable experiences, from a celestial cruise 
under the moon, to guided farm tours, astronomy, 
yoga and meditation. Raffles’ legendary service 
is delivered by private butlers and thoughtfully 
tailored to individual travellers’ needs.

“Whether you are looking for a rare place of 
extraordinary discovery or a romantic getaway 
with captivating sunsets, Raffles Udaipur is the 
ideal choice,” said Abhishek Sharma, General 
Manager. “With breath-taking views of the lake 
from every room, the chance for long, leisurely, 
romantic walks around ourmagnificent gardens, 
and experiences like star gazing and full moon 
rituals, we are a sanctuary for travellers on a quest 
for peace and rejuvenation.”  

Guests can also choose this island location 
as a memorable setting for special events and 
celebrations. The Grand Ballroom of 9,000 sq 
ft, including pre-function area, multiple outdoor 
gathering areas and an on-site temple, is set to 
make landmark moments simply unforgettable. 

Speaking about the opening, Puneet Dhawan, 
Senior Vice President of Operations - India & 
South Asia, Accor, said, “India is a strategic 
market with long-term growth potential for Accor 
and it’s an exciting time for us as we present 
the iconic Raffles brand to the ‘Venice of the 
East’. The rich cultural heritage, the regal past, 
and the grand architecture that gives the city its 
splendour all contribute to the Raffles Udaipur 
experience. Discerning travellers will now be 
able to experience the bespoke and immersive 
hospitality that is quintessentially Raffles. We 
look forward to warmly welcoming our guests 
and allowing them to discover what we have 
created, a confluence of Raffles’ global ethos and 
local Indian sensitivities.” 
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through the hotel’s renowned Afternoon Tea, 
where Turkish and Asian flavours reflect the 
meeting of European and Asian cultures in this 
thrilling city.The menu features dishes such as the 
palace manti with fresh goat cheese, herbs and 
gold leaf, fresh-from-the-oven Black Sea pide 
with minced beef, and the much-lovedmoney 
bags with Peking duck, as well as a selection 
of teas ranging from traditional Turkish çay to 
Indian and Chinese blends. The experience is 
priced at €170 for two people, inclusive of round-
trip transfer from the hotel to the artist’s atelier.
Cruising to find the Catch of the 
Day on the Bosphorus

The Bosphorus is one of the world’s most 
evocative waterways, connecting Europe and 
Asia and providing the perfect backdrop for all 
sorts of Istanbul adventures. On this excursion 
created by Shangri-La, guests will have the 
opportunity to set sail on these storied waters 

with local fishermen and try their hand at fishing 
the catch of the day. Departing at sunrise on a 
traditional Turkish fishing boat, your local guides 
will survey the waters and cruise to the spots with 
the best chance of landing a catch. Depending 
on the time of year and the conditions of the day, 
bluefish, seabass and mackerel can all be fished 
in these waters. For those who prefer to enjoy 
the ride instead of fishing for dinner, a morning 
out on the Bosphorus offers opportunities to see 
the beautiful Istanbul skyline from a different 
perspective, with mosques, minarets and the 
city’s seven hills lighting up with the sun’s first 
rays. And keep an eye on the surface of the 
water, too. It’s not unusual to see dolphins here. 
Back at the hotel the chefs will be waiting to 
cook up the catch in traditional Turkish style. 
And for those who didn’t have any fishing luck 
or who preferred simply to enjoy the ride, there 
will still be a freshly prepared meal waiting with 
ingredients picked up at the fish market for a true 
strait-to-table experience. The Bosphorus Fishing 
Excursion, including one night in a Premier 
Bosphorus room for two, is priced at EUR 
1650. The fishing experience is available for a 
minimum of two and a maximum of eight guests. 

Rediscover Istanbul 
this Summer with 

City Experiences
When it comes to cities that combine history, beauty and 
culture with art, style and creativity, there are few places 
on earth that can compete with Istanbul. And there 
are few people who know the city like the team of local 
experts at Shangri-La Bosphorus, Istanbul. 

Tapping intothese deep-rooted connections 
throughout the city,Shangri-Lahas created 
a series of curated experiences that invite 

guests to rediscover the best of Istanbul this 
summer. The new experiences make every Istanbul 
adventure even richer for guests, whether they’re 
jewellery lovers, art aficionados, or just love 
getting out on the water.
A Journey into the world of 
Turkish jewellery designer 
Sevan Biçakçi

Loved by celebrities including Elizabeth 
Hurley, Halle Berry and Whoopi Goldberg,Sevan 
Biçakçi launched his first collection of 
extraordinary jewellery in 2002, having spent 
years working as an apprentice with master 
craftsmen in Istanbul’s famed Grand Bazaar. 
His unique pieces are a reflection of Istanbul in 
miniature, incorporating Ottoman history, art and 
traditional motifs, with one of his most famous 
pieces to date incorporating a miniature of the 
Hagia Sofia mosque embedded into a ring. On 
this Shangri-La-curated half-day tour, guests 
will visit Biçakçi’s store deep in the labyrinthine 

Grand Bazaar for a close-up look into the 
intricacies of his designs, including one unique 
and highly desirable piece that is usually under 
wraps and off-limits to visitors. A must for lovers 
of jewellery and Ottoman style, the experience is 
priced at EUR 250 per person for a minimum of 
four and a maximum of eight guests. 
A visit to artist Ismail Acar’s 
atelier and an Afternoon Tea to 
remember

Inspired by his home city of Istanbul, multi-
disciplinary Turkish artist Ismail Acar’s artworks 
are filled with Turkish and Ottoman motifs, 
with people, patterns and familiar city sights all 
finding their way into his creations. A glimpse 
into Acar’s atelier is like entering his own version 
of the city. Withworks ranging from portraits to 
paper-carving, stencil graffiti and much more, 
it’s his hyper-realist portrayals of still life and 
Turkish artefacts, juxtaposed with Ottoman 
and Turkish design details, for which he has 
become most famous. After experiencing artistry 
in the atelier, guests will return to Shangri-
La Bosphorus, Istanbul to experience artistry 

Hospitality



54        trendy travel trade with food & shop August 2021

Gourmet Appetite

There has never been a greater need for 
sustainable alternatives. By 2050, plastic 
usage alone could emit up to 56 billion 

tons of greenhouse gas emissions, exacerbating 
the climate crisis. 

Leading the conversation on sustainability, 
Living Food Company, has incorporated 
environmentally conscious packaging across 
a wide range of products. With its 360 degree 
approach towards the environment, it is helping 
to catalyze behaviour change to build a safer and 
more sustainable planet.

Living Food Company's packaging has been 
95% plastic free for the last 3 years. The brand 
has opted for alternative packaging since its 
inception, with innovative solutions such as 
banana leaves, areca bowls, paper and bamboo 
mesh containers. After rigorous R&D, Living 
Food Co’s packaging solutions provide higher 
efficiency, superior quality as well as effective 
waste management processes. Using simple 
timeless solutions, Living Food Co is able to 
create environmentally friendly solutions that are 
good for the consumers and right for the Planet 
Earth. 

Their ingenious solutions include banana 
leaves, bamboo, areca bowls made with dried 
palm leaves and paper packaging made with 
recycled items. Freshly harvested leafy greens 
and vegetables are wrapped in Banana leaves 
that have antibacterial properties and preserve 
the freshness of the food.  Living Food Co’s 

Areca bowls (essentially dried palm leaves) are 
used to deliver living microgreens, with roots 
intact to its customers. A sustainable alternative 
to plastic, the Areca bowls also command 
a lower price than its traditional plastic 
counterpart, at INR 7 per unit. A true win-win!

Paper and bamboo mesh containers are used 
for seasonal fruits such as Jamun and Jackfruit. 
Not only do these solutions help in reducing 
harmful waste, they also create a greater social 
impact by generating income for the farmers 
and artisans.  A champion of the planet, Living 
Food Co. strengthens its commitment to climate 
mitigation through its disruptive business model 
and innovative supply, thereby pioneering the 
conversation on changing the outlook on a 
sustainable 

food space.
Speaking about the sustainability initiatives, 

Shikha Lakhanpal, PhD. and Co-founder and 
COO at Living Food Company says, “We have 
been using Banana leaves, Bamboo and Areca 
(Palm) leaf packaging for leafy greens and 
veggies from Day 1. It definitely hasn’t been 
easy, but by building sustainability into the 
business at a foundational level, it has allowed 
us to evolve around this central pillar, rather 
than chasing our tails trying to make things more 
environmentally friendly later on.It is far easier 
to come up with new ways of doing things from 
the beginning, than try and change entrenched 
operational practices. That’s not to say we ever 
stop trying to make the operation even more 
sustainable, we are always exploring new ideas."

Sustainability:
Shaping the 

Future of Food 
for India

With the safe and responsible 
re-opening of the travel 
and tourism industry, 

the Orchid Hotel Mumbai is 
back with the Staycation and 
Sunday Brunch offering an 
opportunity to enjoy Sundays 
with family and friends. 

The Sunday brunch at 
Boulevard - 24 Hour Coffee 
Shop will serve guests various 
types of cuisine from North Indian, 
Chinese, continental, south Indian, and 
seafood. 

Enjoying a quick break in your own city 
without having to travel miles & miles is a 
great getaway option. The beauty of staycation 

lies in – you don’t get vacation tired or 
budget exhaust. But just because you’re not 
leaving town doesn’t mean you shouldn’t 
treat your staycation like a special event. At 
The Orchid Hotel Mumbai, guests can choose 

from different types of Sunday 
brunch like alcoholic brunch, 
draft beer brunch, and sparkling 
wine brunch according to their 
needs. 

The Staycations at The 
Orchid is curated for all the 
fun-loving and enthusiastic 
couples/ families who’re on 
the lookout for a safe and 
hygienic gateway. Apart from 
basic inclusions the Staycation 

package also includes complimentary 
breakfast, room upgrades, and Wi-Fi, happy 
hours, etc. Just because you’re not traveling 
geographically doesn’t mean you can’t have 
culinary travel (with social distancing norms).

Staycation 
and Sunday 

Brunch
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Zorawar Kalra the man with the mission and 
vision as well as counted amongst one of 
the youngest most successful restaurateurs 

of India- launched his much anticipated, genre 
defining restaurant concept Farzi Café – Modern 
Indian Bistro in the City of Joy, Kolkata.

 The global franchise Farzi Café opened 
its doors in 11, Ho Chi Minn Sarani on 12th 
July. Speaking on this big reveal, Mr. Zorawar 
Kalra says, "Farzi Café was born out of our 
sheer passion for Indian food, while aiming to 
showcase its robustness, thereby bringing it 
back ‘in-vogue'. The absolute adulation shown 
by our patrons, from India and overseas, 
for the efforts put in, behind the concept 
of Farzi Café is simply humbling. It is this 
faith, coupled with the demand, which has 
encouraged us to bring the concept to Kolkata 
and are confident that our guests would enjoy 
the freshness incorporated in the overall 
experience. We are very thrilled about this 
launch as we have been waiting to come to 
the City of Joy for a long time. This is going 
to be our 12th outlet in the country. We’ll 
also be launching in Canada in the coming 
months which will complete our presence in 9 
countries. While we continue to innovate and 
showcase various aspects of the cuisine from 
the vastness of the country, we promise to 
remain true to the Farzi concept – to provide a 
cutting edge and innovative dining experience 
to each and every guest.”

Adding on to this exciting announcement, 
Mr. Amit Goyal of Anandshreeji Groups says, 
“This is our stepping stone into the hospitality 
industry by collaborating with Mr. Zorawar 
Kalra, and bringing Farzi Café to Kolkata. This 
launch is where my dreams amalgamate with the 
introduction of post-modern and innovate dining 

experiences as it is much awaited by the people 
of this city. Farzi Café has been instrumental 
in pinning Indian cuisine on international 
platforms. I am looking forward to the creation 
of reinventing illusions of Indian Cuisine that 
will provide our guests with the best of dining 
experience- all within the heart of the City of 
Joy.”

The newest addition to the chain of 
Massive Restaurants - Farzi Cafe, Kolkata 
is an amalgamation of ideas, all inspired by 
the City of Joy! The beautiful property is 
expanding over 4500 sq. ft located amidst the 
entertainment hub of Kolkata. Best described 
as a fun- filled Modern Indian Bistro, guests 
will experience the finest modern Indian food, 
prepared by using strong elements of Molecular 
Gastronomy, showcasing some of the iconic 
dishes of India as well the popular dishes 
from around the world with an Indian touch. 
Infusing a generous dose of Indian flavors 

and influences, Farzi Café is the perfect blend 
of modern culinary techniques of molecular 
gastronomy and presentation styles offering a 
high energy dining experience. 

The menu at Farzi Café, Kolkata is curated 
with the continuing strive to treat palates and 
is a take on global comfort food using fresh 
& robust ingredients and fusing them with 
Indian cooking styles & flavors.  It is a high 
energy space offering a casual dining ambiance, 
where the guest can enjoy a tapas style menu, 
showcasing some fusion dishes from around 
the world along with an array of molecular 
cocktails and liquor options to choose from.

Farzi Cafe added some amazing and new 
cocktails to our beverage menu. Apart from 
having a classic cocktail section, guests can 
also try some of our Farzified cocktails such as 
Elderflower Gin Tini, Autumn Fizz, Bang Bang, 
Farzi Idea, Kolavery, Three musketeer and lot 
more to choose from the extensive range. 

FARZI CAFÉ: Now  
in The City Of Joy
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Hurrem’s 
multiplying 
its Presence in 
India
Hurrem’s, India’s first-ever authentic Turkish 

baklava brand, part of Prime Foods and 
Confectionery LLP, is steadily expanding to 

multiply its presence in the country. 
The authentic Turkish dessert and confectionery 

brand has launched an association with JW Marriott 
Mumbai Juhu to make the Hurrem’s experience 
available to the hotel’s discerning patrons. As the 
flagship property of JW Marriott Hotels in India, 
JW Marriott Mumbai Juhu is a name known for its 
exceptional hospitality and F&B experiences hence, 
making it an ideal location for Hurrem’s to bring its 
authentic Turkish culinary experience closer to home.

Commenting on the association Mr. Ahmed Farid, 
Co-founder, Hurrem’s said, “We are pleased to bring 
Hurrem’s authentic Turkish desserts and confectionery 
to one of the country’s most renowned hotels, JW 
Marriott Mumbai Juhu. Over the past year, we 
have thoughtfully grown our presence with several 
partnerships and launches to make the Hurrem’s 
experience more widely available to patrons. We look 
forward to providing guests and visitors at the property 
with the most authentic Turkish culinary experience in 
Mumbai!”

Hurrem’s was launched in November 2019 with the 
core objective of bringing to India an authentic taste 
of Turkey. Since then, the brand has consistently taken 
steps to make its offerings available to a wider audience. 
With the JW Marriott Mumbai Juhu partnership, 
Hurrem’s has moved a step further in that direction. The 
association also marks Hurrem’s entry into the country’s 
luxury hospitality space, enabling the brand to reach a 
larger audience.

Hurrem’s signature offerings will be available via 
a dedicated store-in-store (SIS) located at Bombay 
Baking Company, the hotel’s patisserie and deli. 
The brand’s most sought-after offerings including 
the signature baklava will be made available in 
over fifteen varieties such as Pistachio Baklava, 
Havuc Dilimi, and Chocolate and Hazelnut Baklava. 
Hurrem’s will also serve an extensive range of 
Turkish Delights, chocolate coated lokums, and 
various flavours of the heavenly Trilece, for a 
relaxed afternoon at the patisserie-deli.

Through this partnership, Hurrem’s also aims at 
driving its objective of leveraging India’s rapidly 
growing gifting industry and introducing a new 
trend in the premium gifting space, that of artisanal, 
luxe Turkish food hampers. Such hampers of edible 
delicacies have seen a rise in popularity especially 
in the last year hence, Hurrem’s will be offering pre-
curated and custom-made hampers at JW Marriott 
Mumbai Juhu, apt for all occasions, festivals, 
weddings as well as corporate events. 
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New Zealand’s annual culinary festival, Visa 
Wellington on A Plate, a month- long 
extravaganza of all things food and beverage, 

will be celebrated in Wellington from 1-31 August 2021.
Kiwis will eat, drink, and enjoy with multiple 

events and dishes that showcase the best of New 
Zealand’s ingredients and organic produce. This 
year's theme, Out of Place, will see many events and 
dishes taking Kiwis on a culinary trip around the 
world, transporting them to far-flung destinations. 

Delicacies from across our country will be 
introduced in the gastronomic festival giving 
attendees a true taste of India’s culture and cuisine. 

Take a sneak peek into the journey of the Indian 
chefs and owners at Visa Wellington on A Plate. 

My Kashmiri Odyssey
As a part of Visa Wellington on A Plate’s 

delectable menu this year, Chef Vaibhav brings his 
unique event My Kashmir Odyssey to the festival. 
It is a culinary journey of a one-of-a-kind dining 
theatre, curated by acclaimed theatre artist Leo Gene 

Peters that takes customers through Chef Vaibhav’s 
homeland, the Kashmir valley in the Himalayas.

Themed around two mates in the Mughal gardens, 
the courses come out as the performance goes on.  
The event will show attendees Kashmiri culinary 
delights, from elements of the medieval Kashmiri 
Wazwan to 20th century street foods of Kashmir like 
the Khoya popsicle. 

With Chef Vaibhav’s select dishes of Brahmin, 
Mughal, and Colonial food, it will be a dining 
experience with performances and creative 
storytelling, making it an immersive, multi-sensory 
art experience.

Indian chefs 
take over 

the hearts 
of Kiwis

Chef Vaibhav Vishen , My Kashmiri Odyssey
The Indian community in New Zealand is huge and they love 
to travel for good food particularly if it has Indian influences. 
Events such as Visa Wellington on a Plate brings people in from 
all parts of New Zealand which is great for businesses.

Samrudh Akuthota, Satya Chai Lounge
I have always wanted to create an experience where my 
guests would feel as if they were transported to a shack in the 
middle of India somewhere eating proper Indian street food, 
pair that with amazing craft beer and cocktails and you have 
a banging good time.

Satya Chai Lounge
Samrudh Akuthota was always immersed in 

the family restaurant business from a young age, 
and later harnessed this expertise to openthe Satya 
Chai Lounge. His parents, Swamy and Padmaja 
Akuthota, successfully founded the famed Satya 
chain of restaurants 20 years ago. Even today, 
they visit flea markets every weekend and buy 
straight from the farmers which according to 
them, is the best way to get fresh organic produce.

They are always thrilled to see customers walk 
into their lounge across ethnicities and different 
age groups enjoying their food as one community. 

Their top hero dishes from the menu, which are 
devoured by the customers: Onion Bhaji, Paneer 
555, Kurryaage, Fish Pakora,Lamb Nukkad and 
Dahi Puri, which was recently featured in Top 
100 Iconic Eats.

Vivant! Restaurant 
This year at the festival, Vivant! Restaurant 

offers food lovers a traditional Gujarati 
Maharashtrian dish known as ‘Khandvi’ with a 
twist. It is presented in the form of pasta, made 
from chickpea flour, tempered with curry leaves, 
mustard seeds and a flavorsome creamy coconut 
broth.The dish is a feeling of inclusion hailing 
from the heart of India, bathed in a western form 
to give customers a refreshing and mouthwatering 
experience. 

Visa Wellington on A Plate is the perfect 
festival for food enthusiasts to showcase their 
culinary fervor and create authentic cuisines 
with a twist to New Zealanders. Visitors also 
get to experience anamalgamation of tastes, 
experiences, and creativity in the city of 
Wellington.
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Sheraton Grand Macao launched its new venue, 
The Conservatory, an eclectic food and beverage 
venue containing three distinct experiences – a 

Cantonese restaurant and tea room, a candy and 
confectionery store and a British pub and restaurant.

The Conservatory draws inspiration from 
London’s classical architecture and contemporary 

urban lifestyle, with food and beverages available 
at any time during the day. The Tea Room offers 
grab-and-go from breakfast till late, while Three 
Bottles is a Londonesque pub and restaurant 
and Chaan, a nostalgic Cantonese kitchen serves 
noodles and dumplings. The Sweet Shop is a sugar 
lover’s paradise with traditional British-inspired 
sweets, cakes and lollies, perfect for occasions and 
gift giving.

 The menus have been designed to create 

Sheraton Grand Macao: 
The Conservatory
a harmonious connection between the three 
experiences, enabling guests to satisfy their 
cravings whether for traditional Cantonese fare, 
western classics, sweet confections or a crafted 
cocktail. The shared space with cuisines from 
the East and West is ideal for intimate gatherings 
amongst family and friends.

A contemporary take on British tradition, The 
Conservatory also serves an Afternoon Tea set 
daily. Savoury delights include the house smoked 

salmon and tuna tartare, poached chicken and 
seared foie gras puff followed with the classic 
British summer sweets such as Summer Berry 
Pudding and Strawberry Charlotte Royale, a 
wickedly rich dessert of genoise sponge cake, 
strawberry bavarois and jelly. Guests can also 
indulge in different “Cream Tea” sets featuring a 
selection of English scones and delectable cakes 
for the perfect accompaniment to their coffee or 
tea selections.

As a part of Rendezvous series, 
The Chambers, India's very first 
exclusive business club, presented a 

Rendezvoustolaunch INNERgise - a curated 
set of menus featuring fresh, homegrown 
ingredients packed with antioxidants and 
immunity-boosting superfoods. 

Created in consultation with Arya Vaidya 

Sala – Kottakal, Kerala, a century old 
institution of renown - the dishes use simple 
cooking techniques like sautéing, steaming and 
grilling to ensure that the nutrient quotient of 
the ingredients remains intact.

The launchwas the perfect mix of cuisine, 
conversations and meaningful discussions on 
healthy foods and cooking techniques with 

A 'Rendezvous' With 
Innergise at Taj Mahal

Executive Chef Arun Sundararaj. Chefalso 
guided the guests to the contemporary 

and thoughtfully designed 
kitchens at The Chambers 

for an immersive and 
engaging walk-

through while 
sharinguseful tips 
to extract the 
maximum health 
benefits from 
fresh and seasonal 
ingredients. 

The elegant 
launch of this 

special wellness 
culinary sojourn was 

hosted at Albero – the 
exclusive and beautifully 

designed restaurant at The Chambers, 
a magnificent venue at Taj Mahal, New 
Delhi with towering views of the Capital and 
monsoon washed green environs. 

Rendezvous - a collection of curated events 
based on three pillars – Epicurean, Engage 
and Entertain –providing a collection of 
experiences from culinary delights and drinks, 
moderated panel discussions and performances 
by the best in Art & Culture, Music and Stand-
Up Comedy.



Lifestyle
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Liquor Seeker

It’s time to celebrate and cheers 
with the raising glass of  Generation 
Premium Blended Whisky the most 
trusted Indian brand.

The Generation Premium Blended Whisky is a Smooth Full-bodied 
Blend of the finest imported Scotch Malts matured and preserved in 
Handpicked Oak casks and carefully Selected Premium Indian Grain 
Spirits.  This vibrant brand’s blend reflects the passion of the master 
blender to craft a full bodied premium whisky having well balanced 
malt, woody aroma and character with lingering, mellow taste.

Launched to the Indian markets in March 2016 after years of research 
and masterful blending, it is ADS Sprits most premium blend, at par 
with global brands on quality. The Generation has been priced extremely 
competitively to become the regular go to brand for connoisseur of 
premium whisky.

Raise 
your 
Glass

Rating: 08/10
Comment:  Light and 

Gentle
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Automobile

Elantra N is a high-performance 
variant of the All New Elantra, 
released in April 2020. It adds 

strong, dynamic driving capability and 
aggressive design elements on top of the 
sporty standard model.

In a video released, Hyundai Motor’s 
N brand provides details of over 40 N 
elements applied to Elantra N through 
a story about a boy falling in love with 
cars, and visually reveals the excellence 
of this everyday sports car, which has 
been tuned precisely to enhance driving 
performance.

At the end of the video, N brand 
teases that it will participate in another 
endurance race with a car that combines 
a hydrogen fuel cell and an electric 
battery. 

First high-performance 
N sedan takes driving 
enthusiasts from street to 
circuit

Elantra N is powered by a 2.0-liter 
turbo flat power engine with a 52-mm 
turbine wheel, which is 5 mm larger in 
diameter than before, and a 12.5-mm2 
turbine passage with an area increased 
by 2.5 mm2. These enhancements, along 
with the optimization of the shape and 
material of the cylinder lock, improve 
both the performance and durability of 
the engine. As a result, the flat power 
technology maintains the maximum 
output from about 5,500 rpm for brisk 
acceleration.

Elantra N’s flat power engine 
is mated with an 8-speed wet dual 
clutch transmission (DCT), delivering 
maximum output of 280 horsepower 
(ps) and maximum torque of 40 kgf•m. 

Elantra N: 
High-Performance 
and Practicality

With N Grin Shift (NGS), the boost pressure 
increases, temporarily enhancing output up to 
290 ps. As a result, Elantra N achieves a top 
speed of 250 km/h and runs 0-100 km/h in just 
5.3 seconds.

Elantra N’s spirited performance is further 
supported by N Corner Carving Differential 
(e-LSD, electronic Limited Slip Differential), 
Variable Exhaust Valve System and Launch 
Control—all of which are specialized, high-
performance features that are applied as standard. 
For DCT models, N Grin Shift (NGS), N Power 
Shift (NPS) and N Track Sense Shift (NTS) 
are provided as standard features to maximize 
driving pleasure.

To shine in the corners, Elantra N provides 
robust braking performance. The 360-mm brake 
discs are equipped with high-friction material 
pads to ensure best-in-class braking performance 

for high-performance vehicles. Furthermore, a 
cooling hole is applied to the dust cover along 
with a brake air guide structure to improve 
cooling efficiency and the area is also optimized 
to vent heat from braking friction. Attention 
has been paid to every detail so that consistent 
braking force can be maintained even in harsh 
driving conditions. 

In Elantra N, there are features implemented 
for the first time in an N model that also stand 
out. 

For the first time ever in a Hyundai, Elantra N 
applies an integrated drive axle (IDA), inspired 
by technology used in WRC rally cars. By 
integrating drive shaft, wheel hub and bearing, 
weight reduction of 1.7 kg enables a ‘lighter and 
stronger’ car. This is also beneficial in terms of 
withstanding extreme lateral g-force. 

Hyundai Motor Company’s high-performance N brand 
unveiled its Elantra N (sold as Avante N in Korea) in a 
digital world premiere. The hot sedan completes the N 
brand lineup of ‘everyday sports cars.’
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Till Wartenberg, Vice President and Head of N Brand 
Management & Motorsport sub-dvision at Hyundai Motor Company

Hyundai Motor’s high-performance N brand constantly aims to 
provide customers with a range of exciting choices for increased 
driving pleasure. Elantra N is the purest expression of our mission to 
date.

Thomas Schemera, Executive Vice President and Head of 
Customer Experience Division at Hyundai Motor Company

Pairing hydrogen and battery power could open up very interesting 
future options for Hyundai in motorsports and beyond. Hydrogen can 
be used as a range extender or a power booster. We have the technology 
available and I am quite confident that we will make this happen.
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By integrating the intake duct and air cleaner 
in the intake compartment, Elantra N’s engine 
response is sharpened while the intake system’s 
weight is reduced, and suction pressure reduced 
by about 10 percent or more. The shape of 
the powertrain mount is optimized to improve 
integration of movement between the powertrain 
and the body while driving and increase handling 
responsiveness.

In addition, Hyundai Motor applied for the 
first time a dual compound insulator to the 
front suspension. This, together with the dual 
compound trailing arm bush achieves optimal 
performance in ride and handling as well as 
noise, vibration and harshness (NVH) by 
separating front/rear and left/right characteristics.

Elantra N applies four-point strut rings and 
rear stiff bars to strengthen body rigidity. Torque 
feedback R-MDPS is applied to provide a 
consistent steering feel even when the external 
environment changes, such as temperature.

These high-performance technologies 
developed through N have been applied to 
general mass-produced vehicles and are 
expected to lead to improvement in the overall 
performance of the product lineup in the future.

Elantra N adds a special feature for driving 
pleasure. N Sound Equalizer (NSE) is a virtual 
engine sound that not only provides driving 
sounds that represent Hyundai Motorsports, 
such as TCR race car sounds, but also has an 
equalizer function that allows the driver to adjust 
details for each range (whine, throat, bass), with 
consideration for personal preference. This allows 
the driver to hear a more realistic and dynamic 
engine sound while driving. 

Moreover, the variable exhaust valve system, 
which delivers N’s distinctive ‘popcorn’ and 
‘bang’ sounds, now uses a linear control method 
to reduce the booming sound during idling while 
maintaining the distinctive N exhaust note for the 
driver’s enjoyment. 

Lastly, Elantra N is the first N vehicle to use 
245-size Michelin PS4S tires on 19-inch wheels 
in support of dynamic driving performance.

High-performance N-only 
infotainment system 
provides new circuit 
driving experience

Elantra N’s advanced infotainment system is 
equipped with a graphic interface dedicated to N, 
so driving enthusiasts can intuitively enjoy the 
car’s dynamic performance.

Information needed for high-performance 

circuit driving, such as oil and coolant 
temperatures, torque and turbo pressure, which 
are difficult to check in most cars, is displayed in 
numbers on the cluster so that the driver can feel 
more engaged with Elantra N’s performance. 

Further more, the lap timer, a high-
performance dedicated infotainment function, 
measures the time it takes to drive a lap on the 
racetrack and the ‘N Track Map’ records the 
driver’s location and movement on the circuit in 
real time. This allows the driver to record their 
performance without the need for additional 
specialized equipment and helps them analyze 
and improve on their performance.

In Korea, Hyundai Motor also is releasing 
the ‘Hyundai N’ app for high-performance N 
customers. The app allows users who join the 
Bluelink (connected car service) to conveniently 
browse the high-performance infotainment 
functions of the Elantra N on personal 
smartphones and tablets. By providing analysis 
functions based on G-Force, RPM, torque output 
and lap time, it helps drivers to improve their 
driving skills in an easy, fun way. 

Hyundai Motor plans to expand the function 
of the Hyundai N app so that it can be used not 
only by customers who purchase Elantra N with 
Bluelink, but also by customers who have an 
existing N vehicle.

In addition, it is expected that more customers 
with high-performance N models will be able 
to enjoy racetrack driving as if it were a game 

by applying a ranking system for each circuit in 
Korea that allows comparison of an N customer’s 
records with those of others.

Strong, dynamic driving 
sensibility harmonizes with 
sporty character

Building on the already sporty styling of 
the All New Elantra, Elantra N adds many 
performance-enhancing parts that further 
maximize its dynamic driving capability and 
aggressive appearance.

Elantra N’s front fascia takes inspiration from 
the battle-ready appearance of a driver’s race 
helmet, and the lip spoiler that runs low across 
the lower part of the bumper conveys a low-slung 
stance with performance intent.

The N-exclusive red strip at the bottom of the 
front bumper continues along Elantra N’s side 
skirts, giving the hot sedan a racetrack-ready 
look.

The prominent, N-only wing-type spoiler, 
along with rear diffuser, help control airflow 
to support optimal aerodynamic performance, 
further highlighting Elantra N’s high-
performance capability and adding to its 
aggressive styling.

In addition, an inverted triangle type N-only 
reflector and dual single muffler tip, reminiscent 
of a Formula One car, neatly finish Elantra N’s 
high-performance image.

The N-specific interior neatly conveys the N 
family look with the application of N-branded 
elements, including the steering wheel, shifter, 
seats, door scuff panels and metal pedals, etc. 

On the steering wheel with paddle shifters, the 
NGS button (DCT only) that raises horsepower 
by 10 ps for up to 20 seconds and two N buttons 
that set the desired drive mode are arranged to 
suit the driver’s preference. Driving modes can 
be customized and matched to each button in 
various combinations to maximize Elantra N’s 
fun driving spirit.

The N seat has reinforced bolsters, so that 
even if strong lateral acceleration occurs during 
sharp cornering, it firmly supports the upper and 
lower body to maintain a stable driving posture 
at all times. In addition, an optional N bucket 
seat with N emblem lighting has a position 
that is lower by 10 mm compared to the basic 
specification, designed for customers who pursue 
high-performance drivability.

The N light bucket seat reduces the seat 
back thickness by 50 mm compared to the base 
model, further highlighting best-in-class rear seat 
roominess and practicality.

Automobile
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In the new R-Dynamic Black, F-TYPE’s pure, sculpted 
form is accentuated by the Black Pack and 50.8 
cm (20) five split-spoke wheels with gloss black  

finish. Complementing these perfectly is the choice of 
three metallic paints: Santorini Black, Eiger Grey or 
Firenze Red. 

The driver-focused ‘1+1’ cabin surrounds the 
occupants with rich, luxurious materials. The slimline 
Performance Seats feature 12-way adjustment and are 
trimmed in Windsor leather with a choice of Ebony 
with Light Oyster contrast stitching or – for a more 
sporting theme – Mars with Flame Red stitch. Details 
such as the beautifully crafted monogram stitch 
pattern, repeated in the door trim, are among the subtle 
refinements which make F-TYPE R-Dynamic Black 
feel special. 

Jaguar Product Portfolio in India 
The Jaguar range in India includes XE (starting 

at Rs.46.64 Lakh), XF (starting at Rs. 55.67 Lakh), 
F-PACE (priced at Rs.69.99 Lakh) I-PACE (starting 
at Rs.105.9 Lakh) and F-TYPE (starting at Rs.97.97 
Lakh). All prices mentioned are ex-showroom in India. 

Jaguar Land Rover Retailer Network  
in India 

Jaguar Land Rover vehicles are available in India in 
24 cities, through 28 authorized outlets in Ahmedabad, 
Aurangabad, Bengaluru (3), Bhubaneswar, Chandigarh, 
Chennai (2), Coimbatore, Delhi, Gurgaon, Hyderabad, 
Indore, Jaipur, Kolkata, Kochi, Karnal, Lucknow, 
Ludhiana, Mangalore, Mumbai (2) , Noida, Pune, Raipur, 
Surat and Vijayawada.

Bookings Opened For 
New Jaguar F-Type 
R-Dynamic Black Model
Jaguar Land Rover India, announced that bookings have been 
opened for the new Jaguar F-TYPE R-Dynamic Black in India. The 
F-TYPE R-Dynamic Black is available on 5.0 I supercharged V8 
engine that delivers a power of 331 kW and a torque of 580 Nm. 

Rohit Suri, President 
& Managing Director, 
Jaguar Land Rover India

With the introduction 
of F-TYPE R-Dynamic 
Black, the perfectly 
proportioned and 
extraordinarily beautiful 
F-TYPE is now more 
distinctive than ever, 
giving genuine sports 
car enthusiasts more 
reasons to indulge and 
rejoice.

Automobile
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UNESCO has named the porticoes 
of Bologna a World Heritage Site, 
following years of work on the 

candidacy by the Municipality, the Emilia-
Romagna Region and the institutions.

With its 62 kilometers of porticoes, 
the oldest of which date back to the 
12th century, one of Bologna’s most 
characteristic architectural symbols 

becomes recognizable all over the world. 
The porticoes in Bologna are clearly 
distinguishable from each other, described 
in famous poems, songs and novels: they 
include the oldest portico of the Alemanni 
to the world’s longest portico leading to the 
Sanctuary of the Madonna of San Luca atop 
Colle della Guardia, made up of 666 arches 
over 3796 meters.

UNESCO’s recognition of Bologna’s 
porticoes marks the 58th site worldwide 
awarded for cultural and social interest. 
UNESCO, the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization, 
was established after the Second World 
War to build peace through international 
cooperation in Education, the Sciences, 
Culture, Communication and Information.

Lamborghini Sián
pays homage to the porticoes 
of Bologna Automobili Lamborghini pays homage to the porticoes 

of Bologna with the Lamborghini Sián: a symbol of 
automotive avant-garde that combines the brand’s 
history, with its iconic V12 engine, alongside future 
design and technology found in the Sian’s hybrid 
engine with supercapacitor.
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YOGI ADITYANATH 
GOVERNMENT: REBUILDING 

THE FACE OF UTTAR 
PRADESH IN THE FACE OF 

COVID- PANDEMIC

• Vedika Sharma

The CM of Uttar Pradesh 
Yogi Adityanath has worked 
on multiple fronts to look 

out for the people of his state. 
The CM dedicated his efforts and 
instructed that all hospitals and 
medical resources augment the 
medical resources. The CM also 
instructed to increase the number 
of para medics and doctors for 
COVID treatment. In this sequence 
of events UP Public Service 
Commission has selected 150 
doctors and posted them in areas 
for active duty to take control of 
the situation. The hospitals were 
instructed to increase bed capacity 



Milestone

Keeping your political interests and affiliations aside and working for 
betterment of people especially, during a period which is fraught with 
difficulties for the common man like medical emergencies, joblessness and 
marginalization, has been a priority agenda of work for the Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath who has garnered not only appreciation for 
his work to improve the situation in Uttar Pradesh during the pandemic but 
also made people of the state his priority above all else. The CM’s efforts for 
this have been lauded by the PM Shri Narendra Modi and others.
and issued them to purchase additional cylinders 
to make medical oxygen gas available.  

The state of UP is amongst the most populous 
states in the country and their swift actions, 
under the guidance of their CM, has been 
something that has made people appreciate 
their work on various levels. The state has 
been conducting maximum number of COVID 
tests. Besides this the medical infrastructure 
under Yogi has improved four times since his 
government came to power. The CM has been 
encouraging gram pradhans to be competitive 
in fighting COVID in their regions and ensure it 
is ‘corona- free’. The recent government survey 
also claimed that 68% villages were corona 
free. The CM also allocated Rs. 10,000 crores 
for Gram panchayats to ensure that works like 
cleanliness, upgrading medical and education 
facilities, and other welfare measures should be 
in place through wise utilization of funds. In a 
bid to control further infectious spread of other 

diseases, he urged the gram panchayat heads to 
use public platforms to spread awareness about 
diseases like dengue, malaria and encephalitis.
The CM also made it clear to the officials 
especially rural officials that the focus of the 
government was to save people’s lives and their 
livelihood. Also asked the gram panchayats to 
ensure proper surveillance through monitoring 
committees and get people to wear masks. He 
also requested women self-help groups to come 
forward and ensure availability of masks.

In order to also ensure livelihood of people in 
the state during this time by allowing industrial 
work to carry on with safety measure in place. 
The government has also ensured Covid care 
centres and helpdesk at all industrial areas 
to keep a check.  The poor have been given 
free ration (foodgrains) under the PM Garib 
Kalyan Package under which 15 crore poor 
have benefitted.His government is not only 
providing free rations to labourers but also a 

‘Bharan Poshan Bhatta’ or allowance. Around 
54 lakh laborers had benefited from the financial 
assistance. More than 40 lakh migrant workers 
who returned to the state were also given 
benefits.The poor are also being provided 
free vaccination by the government and the 
authorities have been asked to actively conduct 
testing throughout the state. The government 
also set up common centres in all villages for 
registration of vaccines. The government has 
prioritized vaccination for all before the third 
wave.

In addition, Uttar Pradesh Labour 
(Employment Exchange and Job) Commission 
had been set up which is working to find 
employment for workers.A Kanya Vivah 
Sahayata Yojana is also going on through which 
the government provides financial aid for the 
wedding of daughters of laborers.

Also recognizing that UP being the most 
populous state with a population of 220  
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million, could also act 
as a hindrance for the 
state therefore, he also 
recently launched the 
Uttar Pradesh Population 
Policy 2021-2030keeping 
all segments of society 
in mind. The state’s 
population strategy 
will emphasize efforts 
to improve access to 
contraceptive methods 
supplied under the Family 
Planning Program. The 
rate of neonatal and 
maternal mortality will be 
a focus area.  According 
to the Government the 
strategy also takes care 
of the elderly, as well as 
improved management 
of education, health and 
nutrition for adolescents 
aged 11 to 19 years. 
Employees of the state 
who adhere to two 
children policy will 
get promotions, raises, 
housing discounts and 
other benefits from 
the state government. 
While those who aren’t 
government employees 
but adhere to two child 
policy will get tax rebates 
on water, housing, and 
house loans among other 
things. The government 
intends to help people through community 
health workers, NGO’s, who will provide 
contraceptive pills, condoms, raise 
knowledge about family planning techniques 
and enforce mandatory registration of 
pregnancies, deliveries, births and deaths 
across the state.

The CM’s empathy also extended to 
COVID-ravaged women in the state who 
have been widowed or lost the bread 
winner of the family to COVID. CM Yogi 
launched the – ‘Virasat Abhiyan’, or 

inheritance mission, aimed at expediting 
the transfer of ownership of land of the 
COVID-19 deceased landowners to their 
lawful inheritors on priority. This scheme 
will include a sizeable number of widows. 
Women who are landless but eligible to 
get the land will be attempted to be given 
agricultural land and, those who live in 
kaccha houses will be recommended for 
beneficiary status under – ‘CM Awas 
Yojana’. The Yogi government has provided 
housing to nearly 8.85 lakh families in rural 
areas which were provided with houses 

while 2.86 lakh families were provided 
with permanent housing. Alongside, this 
the CM’s government also kept in mind 
Swachch Bharat Scheme where toilets for 
1.25 crore families were built, along with 
this free electricity connection was also 
provided to nearly 47 lakh families. Besides 
this the Government, has decided to give 
pension benefits to women of old age and 
handicapped. Additionally, the government 
will consider employment for them under 
the livelihood mission- ‘Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
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Scheme’ (MGNREGS), as well as under 
its scheme of appointing women for 
management of community toilets among 
other and maintain cleanliness. The idea 
behind these schemes was also because 
it’s easier for men to migrate for work 
unlike women who are then caught in the 
vicious cycle of poverty and unemployment. 
Generating employment for women through 
these schemes will help them take care of 
their families and its basic daily needs.

In a bid to enhance employment the 
CM also released Rs. 445 crores to more 
than 97,600 SHG’s under the State Rural 
Livelihood Mission (SRLM). The classic 
example of success of SHG has been Balinee 
Milk Producer, a SHG in Bundelkhand 
region which did a business of about Rs. 
46 crores. This was an example of potential 
where the government machinery will have 
to play a key role in making women self-
reliant. The CM also appointed the Banking 
Correspondent- Sakhi (BC-Sakhi) which 
would help rural population in getting 

banking facilities and ensuring financial help 
from the government under various schemes 
reach the needy.The government has also 
decided to give priority to women SHGs in 
allocation of ration shops and training of 
women for this purpose.

The CM also launched new umbrella 
scheme for employment to benefit the SC/
ST families. A subsidy of Rs. 17 crore was 
also transferred into the accounts of 3,484 
BPL families under the Pandit Deen Dayal 
Upadhyay Self Employment Scheme, 
stressing on the need for ensuring financial 
security, the CM said that economic parity is 
the base for social parity. If a section of the 
society is strong and another weak, then we 
cannot have a self-reliant society. If the SC/
ST community can be uplifted economically 
to join mainstream society, nobody will try 
to discriminate against them.Under the new 
employment umbrella scheme funds were 
transferred to 1,77,491 beneficiaries. The 
CM, was told that the people were using 
the allocated funds for setting up grocery 

shops, cyber cafes, laundry and dry cleaning, 
tailoring shops, tent house, purchasing 
generator sets. The government has set out 
a target of helping 7.5 lakh families benefit 
from these umbrella schemes. The CM has 
also asked banks to provide loan to people to 
help them become financially strong. There 
are 18,000 bank branches in UP and if each 
one was to give to just two people, there 
would be 36,000 beneficiaries. The CM also 
suggested that BPL survey be conducted 
every five years and that the Bundelkhand 
package needs to be extended 

In a bid to fight both COVID and nutrition 
deficiency the government has allocated 
responsibility to SHG’s to ensure nutritious 
food is provided for women in children in 
800 blocks. This would also result in the 
government being able to control mother 
and infant mortality rates. The SHG’s have 
also been identified to play a big role under 
‘One District, One Produce’, scheme of 
the State government to meet the goals of 
Atmanirbhar Bharat.  This has enabled the 
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state to raise exports by 30% and also helped 
it in becoming the third largest exporter 
amongst all states. The industries in the state 
identified for it are- handicrafts, carpets, 
food processing, garments etc. The women 
SHG’s will be provided raw materials to 
manufacture readymade garments.

The government in its agenda to ensure 
clean UP will soon see public toilets in 
59,000-gram panchayats become a reality.

The government scheme of ‘Self- Reliant 
Uttar Pradesh Rozgar Abhiyan’, aims to 
promote local entrepreneurship along with 
providing employment opportunities to 
migrant workers. CM Yogi’s government 
has successfully completed skill mapping 
of 3 lakh migrant workers who returned 
back. Amongst these mapped a large number 
of workers, used to work as construction 
labourers in cities in the real estate sector. 
Among others are tailors, weavers, drivers 
and domestic helpers. 31 districts of the 
state reported 25,000 migrants who headed 
back home after the COVID pandemic 
lockdown affected their livelihood in the 
cities. The CM has also announced two 
schemes for the labourers of the state. In 
the first, an insurance cover of Rs. 2 lakh 
will be given to all labourers for accidental 
death and disability and an additional health 
insurance cover will also be given to them.

The CM also decided to transfer Rs. 230 
crores to the bank accounts of 23 lakh daily 
wage earners at the rate of Rs. 1,000 per 
beneficiary. In efforts to bring safety and 
relief for daily wage earners the CM has 
launched a portal -www.upssb.in, which will 
include beneficiaries like small shopkeepers, 
daily wage labourers, rickshaw/e-rickshaw 
pullers, porters, barbers, washer men, 
cobblers, confectioners who must register 
on this website. This registration will help 
the state government to make arrangements 
for their safety. Every labourer, whether in 
the organised or unorganised sector, general 
worker or expressway worker, would be 
given annual insurance of Rs 5,00,000 by 
the state government with just a registration. 
The work of providing insurance cover is 
being done with full commitment. Referring 
to the COVID-19 first wave, the chief 
minister said that UP’s efforts to secure the 
lives and livelihoods of 40 lakh migrant 
workers was today the subject of study in 
all institutions around the world. During the 
first wave of COVID-19 outbreak, the Yogi 
government had made all arrangements, 
whether it was for providing ration cards and 
monthly allowance, or making arrangements 
of food and basic necessities.

The CM is also ensuring financial 
assistance every month to the caretaker 
or guardian of every child orphaned due 
to COVID for their education and skill 
development. Under the ‘Uttar Pradesh 
Mukhyamantri Bal Seva Yojana’, the state 
government will provide financial assistance 

to a child’s guardian 
while those who 
do not have anyone 
to look after them 
will be sent to 
children’s homes. 
The state government 
will take care of 
the upbringing 
and education of 
children orphaned 
by Covid-19. As 
part of the scheme, 
the government will 
provide a monthly 
financial assistance 
of Rs 4,000 to a 
child’s guardian 
or caretaker till 
he or she attains 
adulthood. Children 
below 10 years who 
do not have any 
family member will 
be taken care of by 
the state government 
children’s homes. 
Currently, such 
homes are functional 
in Mathura, 
Lucknow, Prayagraj, 
Agra and Rampur. 
A minor girl child 
will be housed in 
Kasturba Gandhi 
Girls (residential) 
Schools run by 
the government of India or children’s 
homes (girls) run by the state government. 
Currently, there are 13 such children’s 
homes in the state. Apart from this, they 
will be taken care of in 18 Atal Residential 
Schools being set up in the state. The state 
government will also provide an amount 
of Rs 1,01,000 for the marriage of such 
girls.The government is also providing free 
coaching to children of laborers under the 
Abhyudaya Scheme and helping them get 
good ranks in competitive exams.

The Yogi government has also recently 
launched - ‘Mission Rozgar’, a programme 
which aims to provide jobs for atleast 50 
lakh youth 
till March 
2021.

The 
government 
also ensured 
that despite 
COVID 
the shops 
selling 
seeds 
and other 
farming 
items 
remained 
open. 

As the Rabi crop in the state was ready 
for harvesting, amid the lockdown, the 
government set up 9,000 procurement 
centres to help farmers sell their produce. 
These centres procured 36 lakh metric 
tonnes of wheat. In the next four years, 
the state government also decided to build 
over 5,000 godowns at the grassroots level 
to store farm produce. Besides this Soil 
Health Cards were provided to crores of 
farmers in the stateand thousands of farmers 
have been provided 40 to 90 per cent 
subsidy through a custom hiring centre for 
purchasing agricultural machinery. Through 
‘The Million Farmers’ School’ scheme 
the farmers have been given training in 
improved farming at the Nyaya Panchayat 
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Level. 14 new Krishi Vigyan Kendras 
have been established. Under the Pradhan 
Mantri Krishi Samman Nidhi Rs. 12,000 
have been sent directly to the farmers 
accounts.

To strengthen infrastructure in the state, 
the CM has recommended that habitations 
with populations between 250 and 499 
will be taken up for connectivity with 
all weather roads.The CM has also laid 
the foundation stone for 79 projects at 
Murari Inter College at a total cost of 
Rs. 20,366lakh. Six projects costing Rs. 
778.01 lakh were inaugurated and the 
foundation stone of 73 projects with 
corpus of Rs. 19,588.19 lakh. These 
projects will be implemented in the 
constituencies of Sahjanwa, Khajni, 
Bansgaon and Chillupur of Gorakhpur. 
He also inaugurated 10 flood control 
and drainage projects costing Rs. 145.16 
crores in the Gorakhpur division. The 
state is making steady progress in the 
field of flood relief, water conservation, 
drinking water and irrigation. The town 
of Gorakhpur also has an AIIMS hospital 
which will be inaugurated soon by the PM 

The government has also launched 
‘Operation Kayakalp’ where basic 
facilities like boundary walls, drinking 
water, toilets and electrification are 
being done in 92,000 primary schools 
across the state. As many as 45,383 
teachers have been recruited and 69,000 
teachers’ recruitment is being completed. 
Also process to set up Atal Residential 
Schools has been expedited in every circle 
headquarter to spread education amongst 
children of labourers and deprived. 

The Yogi government is relentlessly 
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working in making the state an attractive 
destination for both foreign and domestic 
investors, which is expected to push the 
growth economy in the state. Also in terms 
of GDP, Uttar Pradesh has attained the status 
of second economy in the country.

The Yogi government has gone a step 
further towards inclusive development 
for the people of the state by setting up 
transgender welfare board under the state’s 
social welfare department. The board will 
include representatives from the transgender 
community, state government and also 
members from the social organisations 
working for the 
betterment of 
the transgenders. 
The board would 
function to ensure 
the welfare and to 
uplift transgender 
community.  The 
board would identify 
transgenders across 
the state, enlist 
them, issue them 
identity cards, 
get them enrolled 
in educational 
institutions and 
also provide them 
accommodation under 
various hostels and 
housing schemes of 
the state government. 
The state has also 
granted transgender 
people the right to 
inherit ancestral 
agricultural property.

With respect to 
skill development, 
the Uttar Pradesh 
government has 
launched three 

ambitious schemes for skill development 
and employment generation for youth in 
the state. These three schemes are Kaushal 
Satrang, Yuva Hub and apprenticeship 
scheme. For Kausha Satrang scheme the UP 
government has signed a MOU with IIT- 
Kanpur and other placement agencies for 
employment of 2 lakh youth and to train the 
state’s youth for world level competitions. 
The other Yuva Hub scheme was allocated 
Rs 1,200 crores in the state budget and aims 
at providing employment to thousands of 
skilled youths by assisting in project concept 
and financial help for one year of operation. 

It will also facilitate setting up of 30,000 
startups in the state. IIM Lucknow will be the 
knowledge partner for the scheme. The CM 
apprenticeship scheme will provide a stipend 
of Rs 2,500 to the youth of the state. The UP 
government has also announced to depute 
‘Arogya Mitras’ at all primary health care 
centres to inform people about government 
health schemes.

The state has become the first in the 
country to implement skill development 
policy and health policy. It is also leading 
in the establishment and operation of 
most medical institutes in the country. 

Milestone
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The government has presented a budget 
of over 5 lakh crores, the biggest budget 
in the history of the state. The budget will 
be dedicated to youth schemes like Chief 
Minister Apprenticeship Promotion Scheme 
and Youth Entrepreneurship Development 
Campaign (YUVA) were announced to 
promote self-employment and self- reliance 
amongst the people of the state. The state in 
order to generate employment for its people 
is also inviting businesses from India and 
countries across the world to come and set up 
manufacturing in UP. The Yogi government 
is providing sops and attractive concessions 
for the same in a bid to develop state 
economy and generate employment. 

Emphasizing the importance of micro, small 
& medium enterprises (MSME), the CM 
actively is in support of encouraging local 
production to generate local employment 
opportunities for people. The government 
has created development clusters in every 
district to augment to local economy. The 
state has moved from 12th spot to 2nd spot in 
the ease of doing business in the state, which 
indicated that the state welcomes investors 
and manufactures from over the world. The 
state is also optimist at larger investments 
from countries like USA, Japan, Korea and 
others. The state, before COVID- pandemic, 
had been holding investor summits in 
the state sticking to its commitment of 
growth of the state. These summits have 
been quite successful witnessing a growth 
of investments of about 45%. The state 
government has also put impetus to create 
a web of highways across the state to 
uplift the backward areas. Connect them to 
business districts and create a developed 
infrastructure to attract investments. Apart 
from the existing highways the Poorvanchal 
Expressway and Bundelkhand Expressway, 
are under construction, and are designed to 
truncate travel time from remote areas to 
the state capital and Delhi. The state is also 
working on defense corridors with six nodes 
across the state. Some stretches of the new 
highways, in case of emergency, can also be 
used for landing and takeoff of jet fighter 
planes.The state government’s work is being 

appreciated across the country for creating 
employment for lakhs of workers, who 
returned back home, in the MSME sector. 
According to the statistics, of the MSME 
department, 6,65,740 new units were started 
in the state in the last eight months, in which 
26,62,960 people have got employment. In 
these figures, 2,57,348 workers got employed 
in the already operating units. This has been 
possible only by the efforts of the UP CM.

In addition, during the corona period, the 
Yogi government gave a loan of Rs 1092 
Crore to 4,24,283 old units under the Atma 
Nirbhar’ package and saved the jobs of 
workers who were already working there.

Apart from this, an employment portal was 
also created on the directions of the CM and 
5,25,978 people also got employment through 
this portal. Providing employment to such 
a large number of people in the last eight 
months was not an easy task and about eight 
months ago, heavy industries were also shut 
down as soon as the lockdown was declared 
and lakhs of workers started migrating to UP.

During that environment, interaction 
was held with small, medium and micro 
industries on the instructions of the CM and 
the state government managed raw materials 
for these industries. Arrangements were also 
made for staying the migrant workers in 

these industries and as a result, by the second 
phase of the lockdown, about 4000 units of 
small- scale industries were started in the 
state.After implementation of this scheme, 
work was done to revive about 2.5 lakh micro 
and cottage industries that were lying closed 
in the state.

Along with this, skill mapping of about 40 
lakh migrant workers who returned from other 
states was carried out. From these, 1,14,466 
migrant workers were provided jobs in the 
real estate sector. More than one lakh workers 
were provided employment in small districts.

The Reserve Bank of India also appreciated 
the efforts of the state government in 
providing employment to lakhs of poor 
workers and labors. According to the statistics 
of the RBI, UP is among the top five states in 
the country in providing employment through 
MSMEs.

The work done for the state of UP under 
CM Yogi Adityanath since the beginning 
of his tenure has been phenomenal and 
borne results for the people of the state. His 
commitment towards uplifting the state of UP 
and dedicated work has been showing results 
and making a difference not only to the lives 
of people in the state but also helping the 
economy of India growth and perform at a 
phenomenal rate.

Milestone
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Chicco- A brand to rely for new 
born’s skin

The new born babies are so cute and adorable that one 
can’t take their eyes of them but what many people don’t 
know is that babies have a very sensitive and fragile 
skin. It is soft, thin and naturally delicate in comparison 
to an adults’ skin, making it more vulnerable to external 
factors. Taking care of new-born’s skin is vitally 
important in a similar fashion as a baby is protected in 
a mother’s womb. During the last quarter of pregnancy, 
the womb form a thin white-yellowish layer made up 
of water, waxes and fatty substances called “Vernix 

Caseosa”. This protective layer is so important because 
its supports skin formation, hydrates and protects the 
baby’s skin. By keeping this in mind Chicco come up 
with the baby products natural sensation body lotion 
with Shea Butter & Vitamin E (150ml –Rs.749, 500ml- 
Rs. 1299) and natural sensation face cream with Shea 
Butter &  
Vitamin E (50ml-Rs. 649).

Comment: Chicco ‘Natural 
Sensation’ cares for the 
baby like a mother’s womb
Rating: 8/10

Teas are all the rage these days. People are finally realizing that 
teas are nature’s best refreshment. Moksa has a great variety of 
teas for you to revitalize and recharge. Moksa provides plant-based 
products that help you relax and reach your peak state while being 
respectful and non-exploitative of the resources that are used. Moksa 
was conceived to provide products with visibly effective results 
which are perceived through the unconscious mind, as onefeels 
the effect in their mind-body, and soul when Moksa products are 
consumed. The range ofexotic, unique, and gourmet blends go 
through the process of procurement and tasting, by thepalette of 
experience of 25 years, with the passion to get the most effective 
plant combinations andwithout any toxic or non-toxic elements. The 
procurement is done taking utmost care of purity. They have tested 

their diversified range, and are confident that when consumers start 
including theseproducts in their daily routine, they can “EXPECT 
MIRACLES”. Moksa sources and procures the rawmaterials from 
hilly regions of Uttarakhand, Himachal, and West Bengal. Here they 
are for you to consider.

Their products can be bought online from amazon, flipkart, 
snapdeal, qtrove, vegan dukan and on their own website.

Moksa: Detox to Good Sleep

Comment: A sip of 
refreshing tea and healthy 
diet product is what makes 
Moksha a recommendable 
and reliable brand. 
Rating: 9/10 

Self  Love Gift Box
Amrutam Self Love Gift Box contains Ayurvedic 

recipes for healthy skin and hair care, made with a 
blend of more than a hundred herbs the Amrutam 
self love gift box consists of: 

Kuntal Care Hair Spa (200ml): Kuntal 
Care Hair Spa is a do-it-yourself hair mask for 
revitalising and strengthening of your hair.

Bhringraj Hair Therapy (200ml): Authentic 
Ayurvedic Formulation: This Bhringraj contains 
Triphla, Bhringraj, Reetha, and Shikkakai . 
Bhringaraj Hair Therapy is a two-in-one Ayurvedic 
Shampoo & Conditioner, very helpful in fighting 
dandruff, hair loss and premature greying.

 Vanyamrutam Body Lotion (200ml): 
Vanyamrutam Body Lotion works as a wonderful 
moisturizing agent and helps in increasing skin 
elasticity and the complexion, erasing fine lines, 
fading brown spots and wrinkles.

Amrutam Face Clean Up (200ml):  Amrutam 
Face Clean-Up extracts dirt from your skin and 

Comment: Be a beautiful 
diva with Amrutam Self 
Love Gift Box.
Rating: 8/10

deep cleanses the pores. It has anti-bacterial 
and anti-fungal properties which help in acne 
prevention and dark spots. Kesar & Chandan to 
give a natural glow to your skin.

It is very reasonable with cost of Rs.3,787/- 
only. You can order it online on  

www.amrutam.co.in
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Irresistible Fragrance 
- SKINN BY TITAN

When it’s about to choose gift 
for women, I would recommend 
you to go with archiesbeauty.com- a perfect 
gifting solution. You can gift your women 
SKINN BY TITAN Women's Eau De 
Parfum, Celeste - This elegant and refined 
creation belongs to the floral fruity woody 
family. From the very first notes, this 
fragrance reveals a sparkling and original 
top with touches of lychee blended with 
natural bergamot and the sweet fizzyness 
of raspberry. The heart highlights beautiful 
notes of romantic flowers such as delicate 
rose petals, and an exclusive natural rose 
with peachy accents. This floral bouquet is 
rendered sublime by jasmine petal notes and 
the green notes of soft, suave, but powerful 
violet. The dense dry down is composed 

Comment: Soft and long 
lasting fragrance. 
Rating: 9/10

Comment: Great substitute 
for your healthy diet.
Rating: 9/10

Comment: Fulfil your 
fitness goal with noise 
smart watch.
Rating: 9/10

COVID has made all of us conscious of our 
health and we are always looking for options which 
keep us healthy and also satisfy our tastebuds. We 
tried Munchilicious Granola, a perfect snack option 
to help you lead a healthy lifestyle with the diverse 
benefits of granola.

Munchilicious Granola Original- Baked with 
the goodness of oats, almonds, cashews, pumpkin 
seeds, sunflower seeds and honey, this fibre-rich 
breakfast is perfect for your healthy and active 
lifestyle. 

Munchilicious Granola Dried fruits- Loaded 
with fibre oats, nuts, seeds & honey and the tropical 
nuance of pineapple, strawberry & apricoat, Dried 
Fruits is the perfect healthy breakfast, ideal for ones 
with a sweet tooth for having it with milk.

Munchilicious Granola Dark Chocolate – Allow 
the sweet tooth in you to relish these little pieces 
of heavenly nuts coated and combined with the 
scintillating blend of aromatic dark chocolate.

Munchilicious Granola Grain-Free- This 
gluten-free vegan mix of raw goodness is loaded 
with exotic coconut, black currant, cherry & maple 
syrup. It’s the perfect on-the-go snack or even a 
comfort food on its own.

Munchilicious Granola Desi-Twist- Embodying 
the namkeen andaaz of India, it’s a desi mix of 
healthy granola & exotic flavours in a savoury 
snack.

Pulse of  the Nation 
Noise, the Indian aspirational connected lifestyle brand has 

launched its new campaign ‘Pulse of the Nation’, to celebrate 
the spirit of India’s sporting glory. As part of the ‘Pulse of the 
Nation’ campaign, the brand has introduced a series of limited-
edition watch faces that feature, select athletes who represented 
the nation at the Olympics Tokyo 2020. With this campaign, the 
brand aims to celebrate the nation and the true and undying spirit 
of Indian athletes who despite obstacles, displayed excellence and 
persistence with their remarkable performances. 

The brand’s technologically driven smart wearables are a 
testament to its commitment to health and fitness. Noise aims to 
further its dedication towards holistic wellness by acquainting 
its users with real heroes who are the epitome of consistency, 
persistence, and hard work when it comes to fitness.

of a unique succession of woods and spices, 
exotic sandalwood is mingled with sweet 
addictive tonka bean and modern Firmenich 
musks that embody the whole creation.

Lead a Healthy Lifestyle with Munchilicious Granola

Vedix: True 
Ayurvedic Solutions 

Vedix - an Ayurvedic beauty 
& wellness brand that provides 
personalized Skin care, Hair & Wellness 
regimes is a perfect destination for 
gifting whether you are looking for men 
or women. 

Ahruta Hydro Restore No-Foam 
Face Cleanser: Made with 100% natural 
elements such as Kumari and Palandu, 
your cleanser clears impurities from 
your skin, unclogs pores, and gently 
exfoliates by buffing away the dead skin. 
The non-foaming formula softens the 
skin and reduces unwanted blemishes. 

NirajHydroMatte Oil Free Face Gel is 
made with Ayurvedic approved natural 
ingredients such as Kamala, Sariva and 
Yashtimadhu. NirajHydroMatte Oil Free 
Face Gel is extremely hydrating and 
rich in antioxidants, which help promote 
healthier skin by strengthening your skin 
barrier through the day and improves 
overall skin quality.

Aloka VC Brightening Face Serum is 
formulated with natural ingredients that 
protects the skin from harmful UV rays 
and brightens the complexion. The serum 
helps resolve primary skin concerns such 
as unwanted tan and uneven skin tone.

Comment: Best Skin Care 
Regime for both men and 
women.
Rating: 9/10
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Newlywed couples usually move into 
their new homes after marriage or 
atleast redo the old house to feel fresh 

and new. And to help them decorate their 
brand new house, you can always give them a 
beautiful piece of home decor item from Vedas. 
With a wide range of premium handcrafted 

products, Vedas lets you experience the world 
of indigenous craftsmanship with each of their 
carefully curated pieces. 

To help you pick the right product for your 
favorite newlywed couple, we’ve made a list 
of 5 of Vedas’ top home decor items that’ll 
help the couple brighten their home.

Gone are the days when wedding gifts were all about 
the pressure cookers, bedsheets, and bouquets. Couples 
expect their loved ones to gift them something of utility. And 
while kitchen appliances and cleaning tools might offend 
them, it is better to play safe with home decor products.

Beautiful Gifting 
Ideas for Newlyweds

Iron and MDF wall Shelves 
The first thing that you can check out is their 

beautiful iron and MDF shelf. It comes in a big oval, 
hut, or rectangle shape with an iron mesh and MDF 
shelves to create partitions. The use of iron and MDF 
makes it super solid to hold heavy-weight products 
like indoor plats, books, artifacts, small lamps, 
etc. They come in multiple variations in terms of 
partitions and you can choose whichever you find the 
best. This can help the couple create a pretty space 
on their wall, and use it to stack books, or decorate it 
with plants. The best thing about these shelves is they 
will offer you storage without blocking any space in 
your house. 

Gold Iron Wall Mirrors
To help the couple glam up their house, 

you can always go for Vedas’ round accent 
mirrors. These mirrors are adorned with 
crystal clear beads, metallic shapes like 
flowers, butterflies, petals, etc. making them 
a perfect statement piece in drawing rooms 
or big halls. Some people also like to place 
a fancy mirror on their entrance to make the 
house look bigger. Vedas has a variety of 
these pretty mirrors to choose from. Browse 
through their collection and make the 
couple happy with this gorgeous gift. 

Key Holders
Every house needs a cute key holder to 

make sure your keys don’t get lost. Vedas 
has a unique collection of metal keyholders 
that are carved into beautiful butterflies, 
flowers, birds, elephants, and even bikes. 
They can be hanged on any wall of the 
house where you’d like to grab your keys 
from. This is a nice addition to anyone’s 
house and makes for a perfect gift that has 
great utility. 

Candle Holders
Candle holders are without a doubt a 

classic gifting choice. These pretty candle 
holders placed in any corner of the house can 
make them stand out and grab everyone’s 
attention. Vedas has a wide range of gold 
metallic and iron cutwork t-light holders. 
The intricate detailing and the metallic finish 
oozes out luxury in every possible way. 
They are available in multiple shapes and 
sizes depending on your needs. You can gift 
one or a pair of these holders to the couple 
and let them remember you each time they 
look at these delightful holders. 

Table Decor
Last and one of our personal favorites is 

the table decor items that Vedas offer. They 
have a vintage collection of pieces carved 
into artsy sculptures, cycles, butterflies, 
elephants, giraffes, peacocks, boats and so 
many more. Each piece is intricately detailed 
and carefully curated for people with top-
notch taste. These make for a great gifting 
item because they are evergreen and will 
make the house look all the more royal and 
glamorous. 

We hope you like our gifting ideas for 
newlywed couples. For more options, you 
can simply browse through the website and 
pick your choice. We ship worldwide, so all 
you need is to add your product to the cart, 
and we will send it to your doorstep!
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